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D.C. Attorneys against Freedmen
Resgn from representing the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma

Say Case IsAbout Civil Rights, Not Sovereignty

April 16, Attorney General for
the Cherokee Nation, Diane
Hammons and Secretary of
State, Melanie Knight stood
before the Council stating the
Administration was requesting
another $500,000 for attorney
fees to protect the sovereignty
of thetribein afederal suitfiled
by Cherokee freedmen in
Washington D.C. However on
the following day one of the
best sovereignty firms in
America retained by the tribe
resigned stating the casewasno
longer about sovereignty but
about Civil Rights.

The Washington DC firm of
Synosky, Chambers & Miller
bowed out of the high profile
case that has been covered in
news around the world after a
special electionwasheld where
Cherokees voted to revoke
citizenship rights of black
Cherokees who had been
citizens by afederal treaty for
140 years. Thefirm stated civil
rights law was not one of their
specialties and they would no
longer represent CNO.

Chief Chad Smith filed a
motion to intervene in the

Cherokee freedmen federal
lawsuit in 2004. Two months
after the tribe had intervened
Smith requested the Council to
approve the intervention.
Council in a split decision
approved his actions funding
Smith’srequest of $500,000 for
attorney fees.

Cherokee citizen John Cornsilk
filed suit in the JAT asking the
court to rule that Smith had
used the law retroactively by
not receiving permission by
Council prior to the
intervention and that
retroactive operation within the
tribe is unconstitutional.
However the JAT dismissed the
caseruling that Cornsilk did not
have standing to file the issue.

Although at the time of the
meeting Councilors were
unawared the firm was about to
resign. Inside sources say the
Administration knew and were
making a last ditch effort to
manipulate Council to fund the
appropriation so they could
keep the firm by paying a
million dollar retainer.

continued on page 2

Has Cherokee Nation Been Organized
Or IsOrganized Crime Taking Over ?

A person’s belief systemisthe
foundation of their being. Their
actions are based on their
attitudes and perception of what
they believeto betrueand their
ability to distinguish right from
wrong.

Politics is perception.
Whenever any political official
has the ability to control what
the mediapresents asthetruth,
those politicians have
incredible power to influence
the actions of voters in
elections. The main way the
Cherokee people have been
controlled for decades is by
keeping them poor and keeping
them ignorant of the facts.

A good example is the tribal
newspaper, Cherokee Phoenix,
in which the Cherokee Nation
spends $85,000 each month; $1
million a year of Cherokee
peoples’ money, to convince
Cherokee people what to
believe. Eight years ago the
tribe only spent around
$200,000 ayear and it wasonly
aquarterly paper.

Sincethen it has exploded into
afull color monthly paper being
used as a propaganda machine
to the masses of non-resident
voters whose perception and
attitudes about CNO affairsare
shaped predominately by what
they read in the tribal paper.

continued on page 3

Voting Record —A Report Card For

by Ed Crittenden

Parentsgenerally examinetheir
child’s report card to see how
well their child islearning and
doing their work well at school.

Incumbents vying for re-
el ection have something similar
tellsalot about their loyalty to
the peoplethat elected them by
looking at their voting record.
Few voters however have the
time or inclination to research
their representatives' record to
see how they voted on issues
and if they are worthy of
another term in office. Most
people probably spend more
effort selecting the best movies
to watch than they do
determining their leaders.

For this reason we at the
Observer fed it worth our effort
to make it easier for you the

| ncumbents

voter to grade your
representative prior to the
election. We encourage you to
examine how as small block of
only six votes can stop the
Legidativefromfunctioning as
your conscience within the
government and turn it into a
tool for a Chief.

Incumbents may have a closet
full of skeletons that you the
voter need to know about and
the bones are easy to find just
by looking at their voting
record. Don’t you want to
know if a mechanic will treat
you right if you trust them to
work on your automobile? Do
you ask to seeif agood barber
or hair stylistisgood beforeyou
just sit down intheir chair? As

continued on page 3
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EDITORIAL
Smith’s Candidacy for illegal Third
Term Threatens $240 Million in CNO
Federal Funding

Unconstitutional Candidate Embarrasses Nation with
Naked Power Grab and Precipitates New Crisis in
CNO Tribal Government by Robin Mayes

Chad Smith’s desperate,
illegal attempt to run for a third
term as Principal Chief cannot
be seen as anything other than
a naked power grab. Having
so publicly disrobed himself in
violation of the Section 1 of
Article VII of the 1999
Cherokee Constitution, which
expressly makes the two-term
office holder ineligible for a
third consecutive term. Smith
has made it clear for all to see
that even if he could win
another election, he would be
nothing but an emperor with no
clothes: an unconstitutional
figurehead who would be for all
purposes legally impotent. Is
that a spectacle the Cherokee
people really want the world to
witness? Aside from making a
laughing stock of himself and
the Cherokee Nation of
Oklahoma (CNO) by trying to
evade the two term limit of the
new constitution, Smith would
invite the almost certain and
immediate termination of all
CNO federal funding and
thereby precipitate yet another
tribal governmental
catastrophe.

Even if Chad Smith can
convince a majority of
Cherokee voters to cast a
ballot for him, and did so
without resorting to vote-fixing
ploys, he still could not lawfully
assume the office of Principal
Chief for a third term. He is
constitutionally ineligible to
hold that position and, if
elected, his entire
administration would be
without lawful power to act or,
in legalese; his administration
would be technically ultra vires,
which means simply, lacking
legal authority  under
controlling federal and tribal
law. As an illegitimate putative
executive office holder, all his
acts while pretending to hold
office would be as illegitimate
as his claim to the position he
would be illegally occupying.
Like the authority on which
they would be based, all acts
Smith might perform in an
unconstitutional third term
would themselves be ultra
vires and invalid. The moment
Smith were to attempt to
assume the office of Principal
Chief for a prohibited third

consecutive term, the CNO
would be without a legally
cognizable chief executive
officer and would thereby lose
any lawful capacity to
administer federal funds
allocated to the tribe. The
CNO would be legally headless
and powerless to perform any
executive function of tribal
government whatsoever.

An unconstitutional third
Smith  term, therefore,
threatens CNO with a reign of
legal chaos, confusion and a
protracted cycle of tribal and
federal court litigation that
promises to permanently
undermine what little is left of
CNO governmental legitimacy
after Smith’s legacy of illegality
and abuse of power. The tribal
governmental paralysis that
would almost surely ensue,
taken together with the obvious
illegality of any third-term
Smith regime, would
immediately place in jeopardy
continued federal funding for
CNO operations.

Under such
circumstances, the federal
government would have no
choice but to cut federal funds
totaling around $240 million or
roughly 80 percent of the
CNOQ’s $300 million tribal
budget until such time as CNO
could restore constitutional
government and the rule of law.

This is not as fanciful a
scenario as Smith and his
cronies want tribal members to
believe. At this very moment,
members of the Black Caucus
of the U.S. House of
Representatives are already
drafting legislation that would
freeze all federal funds to the
CNO until it stops illegally
discriminating against the
black tribal members known as
the Freedmen in blatant
violation of the guarantee of
equal protection of the laws in
Section 1 of the Bill of Rights
in Article Ill of the 1999
Cherokee Constitution as well
as the Indian Civil Rights Act
of 1968 (ICRA). ICRA
expressly prohibits all tribal
governments from denying to
“any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection

Audit Shows CNI Writes Off $4.8
Million L oss

Councilors Proof A Scam Was Real

Cherokee Nation Industries, (CNI)
year end financial auditswerefinally
brought before Council in April to
reveal the true conditions of the
corporation and its subsidiaries after
$4.8 million was finally written off
as losses from a series of bad
investments.

In June 2006, seven Councilors
stopped the profuse bleeding of
money out of thetribeinto what they
called “abottomless pit of deception”
by filing a Securities Fraud lawsuit
in Federal Court naming Chief Chad
Smith, CEO of CNI, Jim Majewski
and the Executive Director of
Business Devel opment Benny Dixon.

Evidence was never heard before
Judge Seay of the Muskogee Federal
Court who dismissed the case ruling
Councilorslacked standing tofileit.
According to the Judge only the
stockholders or the Board who voted
to purchase the stock would have
standing. CNI is a wholly owned
corporation of Cherokee Nationwith
the Chief being the only stockholder.
All Board members of CNI are
appointed by the Chief.

Councilorsfiling the case were: Joe
Crittenden, of Adair County, David
Thornton of Sequoyah County, Bill
John Baker, of Cherokee County,
Linda O'Leary and Melvina
Shotpouch of Delaware County,
Chuck Hoskin of Craig County and

Johnny Keener of Mayes County.
Councilors used their own money to
filethelawsuit choosing not to appeal
the dismissal because of growing
costs.

Councilors were successful in
exposing investments that could be
seen as nothing less than a scam
spending millionson investmentsthat
were worthless but being shown on
financials as inflated assets, which
engaged the Federal Securities
Exchange Commission, (SEC).

CNI and the tribe paid for Smith,
Majewski and Dixon’s attorneysuntil
Majewski was dismissed for cause by
the Board. Dixon resigned shortly
after theinvestigation became public.

Councilor Linda O’ Leary, Chairman
of the Councils’ Executive and

continues on page 7
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of its laws or deprive any
person of liberty or property
without due process of law.”
The disgraceful, racist
treatment of the Freedmen
championed by Chad Smith
placed the tribe in indefensible
violation not only of the equal
protection and due process
guarantees of the 1999
Constitution and ICRA, but
also solemn tribal treaty
obligations with the federal
government. If Chad Smith,
the leading architect of CNQO'’s
inexcusable official
discrimination against the
Freedmen, attempts to seize
power with an illegal third term,
the congressional critics of the
CNO will have all the
justification they need to
immediately cut CNO federal
funds and effectively shut
down the CNO tribal
government.

Without any doubt, the
March 3, 2007 referendum to
limit tribal membership “by
blood” and effectively revoke
the citizenship of existing black
tribal members contravenes
Cherokee treaty obligations to
accept Freedmen as full-
fledged tribal members and
illegally disenfranchises large
numbers of tribal members on

the basis of an imeermissible

Give a Donation
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racial classification in violation
of Cherokee constitutional law
and the Indian Civil Rights Act.
The tribal referendum, even if
it had been initiated in full
compliance with the tribal
constitution, could not preempt
federal statutory law or the
preexisting Cherokee treaty
obligations. Thus, the results
of the referendum are clearly
without legal effect and the
federal government must act
pursuant to its affirmative
treaty obligations, federal
statutory law and trust
principles to stop the
continuing discrimination
against the Freedmen.

The Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) now claims to be
investigating the legality of the
March 3, 2007 referendum at
the behest of U.S.
Representative Diane Watson
and about two-dozen members
of the congressional Black
Caucus. Although the BIA is
quick to intervene, often
illegally, when its own power
over tribal governments is
threatened by an election
outcome, it can be expected to
delay making any decision
about the fate of the Freedmen
for as long as possible for the
obvious reason that protecting
the federally protected civil
rights of tribal members has
always ranked among the very
lowest priorities of the BIA,
which is itself a major and
continuing Indian civil rights

continues on page 2
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EDITORIAL

Smith’s Candidacy for lllegal Third Term
Threatens $240 Million in CNO Federal
Funding
Unconstitutional Candidate Embarrasses Nation with

Naked Power Grab and Precipitates New Crisis in
CNO Tribal Government by Robin Mayes

offender. In fact, the BIA has
officially stated in the past that,
as a matter of policy, it will
refuse to intervene in tribal
affairs to enforce the Indian
Civil Rights Act, preferring to
allow the federal rights of
individual tribal members to be
unconscionably violated rather
than faithfully exercise its
statutory and trust
responsibilities to promote
respect for the rule of law and
democratic self-government.
Thus, Cherokees can expect
the BIA to do what it has always
proven it does best: nothing.
Furthermore, the BIA can be
expected to do nothing for as
long as doing nothing remains
in its institutional self-interest.

In the continuing absence
of meaningful BIA
administrative review of the
grotesque abuses of Chad
Smith’s regime, congressional
hostility toward CNOQO's illegal
policies will only increase. If
Smith is able to make a grab
for a third unconstitutional term
in office, the disintegration of
the rule of law within the CNO
will be complete and Congress,
under mounting pressure from
the justifiably outraged Black
Caucus, will almost certainly
suspend federal funding for the
CNO until the internal
constitutional crisis caused by
a Smith candidacy subsides.

Chad Smith has been
quoted as declaring that the
“greatest exercise” of tribal
“sovereignty is to pass our own
constitution, without
interference from outsiders,”
but he has apparently forgotten
where the sovereignty of the
Cherokee Nation truly resides.
Since time immemorial, the
right of self-government, which
the European invaders called
“sovereignty,” has resided not
in all-powerful tribal dictators,
but with the people
themselves. If any tribal
constitution has any claim to
legitimacy, it is only because it

is the authoritative expression
of the will of the people for
whose benefit it was created.
But Chad Smith apparently has
a different view of tribal
sovereignty.

Apparently, Chad Smith
thinks sovereignty resides not
in the people, but in himself
and, since he sees himself as
the sovereign, he feels that he
is above the law, above the
Cherokee constitution, above
even the will of the people. In
other words, by seeking an
unconstitutional third term in
office, Chad Smith has
become a law unto himself,
unconstrained by any
constitutional rule in his
ruthless pursuit of power.

Chad Smith really thinks
that he is the tribal sovereign,
but our ancestors were never
ruled by emperors and our
constitution forbids imperial
rule today. Although Chad
Smith may think of himself as
an emperor dressed in the
trappings of unlimited power to
do whatever he pleases, this
self-appointed tribal emperor
has really only just wrapped
himself up in the transparent
trappings of sham and duplicity
which, in the end, have laid
bare his abuses for all to see.
Emperor Smith, like the self-
deluded king in the fairy tale
who thought he was wearing
the finest clothes money could
buy when he was really
wearing nothing at all, has at
last been embarrassingly
exposed by his own
pretensions. Emperor Smith
has no clothes. Will someone
please have the decency to
inform His Majesty that the
people are finally sick and tired
of watching this pathetic
display of political impotence?
This is one time when even His
political adversaries would
welcome a “cover-up.”
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D.C. Attorneys against Freedmen Resign from representing the Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma

Say Case IsAbout Civil Rights, Not Sovereignty

Councilor David Thornton
asked Hammons if there are
any Cherokee attorneys the
tribe could get to represent the
tribein Washington DC Court?

Thornton said “I don't trust
these Washington DC attorneys
to not run up a bill especially
once they know there is a
bundle of money that’s been
funded. We need to at |east try
to find some Cherokee
attorneysif we are going to do
this.”

Although US District Court
Judge Henry H. Kennedy Jr. for
the Dist. of Columbia allowed
Hammons to make statements
as Attorney General for the
tribe in arecent hearing over a
Motion for Injunction to stop
the special election, Hammons
said she was not licensed to
practice in Washington DC
Courts. Shealso said thereare
no attorneys on staff in the
Cherokee Nation who are
capableeither. Hammonssaid
the case would require a high
powered attorney firm well
versed in practicing at that
arena.

Within the hearing Hammons
told Judge Kennedy that she
intended to vote no on the
guestion, and support the
freedmen ascitizens. Shethen
began to cry and begged Judge
Kennedy to not grant the
injunction stopping the election
because electionsare part of the
democratic process within the
tribe.

Freedmen filed the case after
the 2003 election where they
were prevented from voting on
candidates and constitutional
amendments removing BIA
oversight of constitutional
amendments and the 1999
amendment of the 1976
Constitution. The case is
asking that the 2003 el ection be
ruledinvalid and anew el ection
held where freedmen can vote.
Cherokee€election law provides
that should the 2003 election
have to be held again only
candidates who were on the
ballot inthefirst electionwould
be eligible to run in
replacement election.

In 2004 a case was filed in the
Judicial Appeals Tribunal,

Subscribe
tothe Cherokee
Observer Today!

Chief Smith keeps telling us we
need to vote for his 2007 dlate for
tribal councilors, so he can get
things done. They will work to-
gether asateam.

Sounds good, but is it constitu-
tional? It says that no branch of
government is to control ancther.
No one person is to control all
branches of government. If one
person has control of all three
branches of government it'sadic-
tatorship. Whichiswhat we have
been working under for 31/2 years

already.

We have seen this date in action
over theselast 3 1/2 years. Tribal
councilorsvoting to approve an act
in committee. Then have Chief
Smith Veto's it, then his slate not
doing anything to overturn the
veto. Which amounts to doing
what the Chief wantseven when it
isagreat act of law. Their actions
are puppets, bought & paid for.

(JAT) by Lucy Allen wherethe
tribe’s highest court ruled that
Cherokee freedmen are
Cherokee citizens and entitled
to all rights as citizens
including being able to votein
tribal elections.

Within thirty days afterward
Jackie Bob Martin introduced
a constitutional amendment to
the Council that a question
revoking citizenship of
freedmen be voted on by the
Cherokee people. Smith began
stirring the communities with
racial political pressuretoforce
Council to approve the
amendment. A majority
approved the question be place
on the ballot in the General
Election.

Martin then proposed that the
guestion be placed on special
election. However that
proposal failed to garner the
two thirds support of the
Council required by the
Constitution to call a special
election.

John Ketcher, an eighty plus
year old former Deputy Chief
and Jody Fishinghawk, who is
vying for Martin's seat on the
Council, began apetition drive
asking that the freedmen
guestion be place on the ballot
in aspecia election. Oncethe
petition was returned to the
Election Commission for
verification of signaturesit was
passed up to the JAT who
announced sufficient signatures
had been verified. Protest was
filed and heard by that court as
per petition law.

The first business of the Court
was for Chief Justice Mattlock
to announcethat all subpoenas
were invalid because they did
not contain gas money for
travel and that witnessesdid not
have to remain to testify. Two
thirds of the Courtroom stood
up and walked out leaving only
ahandful of witnesses.

With only a hand full of
witnesses left, fraud was
proven in the Courtroom that
day when Reverend John
Summerfield testified that
Harley Buzzard, from
Delaware County, had
approached him to sign a
petition which hedid. But upon
closer examination the witness
testified that the affidavit onthe
back of the petition swearing
that Harley Buzzard had

These are main puppets from the
2003 date.

Meredith Frailey (6)
Jackie Bob Martin (2)
Cara Cowan Watts (7)
Buel Anglen (8)

Don Garyin (4)

Audra Smoke Conner (2)

* Jack 0. Baker (2)
* new At Large

Over these last 3 1/2 years, chief
smith met with theses slate mem-
bers outside of the tribal complex
to plan how, who and what was to
be presented at the tribal council
meetings. This could be that they
conspired; (to plan together se-
cretly.) tofollow Chief Smith'sor-
ders. Thismay bein violation to
constitution.

"DON'T VOTEA SLATE"

witnessed each person signing
the petitions was not signed by
Harley Buzzard but instead by
hisson Darren. Harley Buzzard
is presently running on the
Chief’spolitical slatefor aseat
on Council in District 5.

Several other witnesses
testified all showing that
serious crimeswere committed
during the petitiondrive. Chief
Justice Matlock interrupted one
witness's testimony after the
witness admitted signing his
wife's signature because she
could find her glasses and then
signing his own however he
was not a tribal member.
Matlock warned the witness
that maybe he ought to take the
Fifth Amendment. Justice
Dowty whispered something
into Matlock’s ear and the
Court recessed so that Judges
could discussthe matter. When
they returned the witness was
granted immunity from self
incrimination and allowed to
continuetestifying.

The testimony of the few
witnesses who remained was
enough to convince two of the
five Judges in a split decision
of (3-2). Justice Dowty and
L eedsboth stated there wastoo
much evidence of criminal
activity during the petition
drive to hold the petition valid
and ordered a criminal
investigation begin by the
Cherokee Nation Marshals.

Two of thethree Justicesin the
majority were appointed by
Smith afew months ago under
the 1999 Constitution that
increased Justices on the
Supreme Court to five.

Ironically the Cherokee
freedmen case in Washington
DC isasking the Federal Court
to declare the 2003 election
invalid where the 1999
Constitution was approved.

If the freedmen win the
Washington lawsuit and the
2003 election is declared
invalid, the two new Justice
seatswould becomeinvalid and
anything decided involving the
two Judges would be in
guestion.

It is precarious the two Judges
in such an obvious conflict did
not recuse themselves. Instead
they remained seated; both
agreeing with Chief Justice
Matlock and placing the
validity of freedmen citizenship

injeopardy, yet neither wrotea
word in the majority opinion.

Council tabled the request for
the additional $500,000 of
funding for attorney fees until
the amount expended to date
could be accounted for. This
month another request is
expected but the
Administrationwill haveahard
time convincing Councilors
that the money is required to
protect tribal sovereignty after
the best sovereignty firminthe
Country bowed out saying the
caseisall about Civil Rights.

The new attorney firm hired,
Orrick, boasts a 100% success
record litigating cases in San
Francisco for the Civil Rights
of Gays, Lesbians, Bi-Sexuals
and Transvestites.

To see if Council will pay
attorneys with Cherokee
peoples’ money to fight
Cherokee people who are
fighting for their Cherokee
citizenship watch the Executive
and Finance Committee
meeting this month online via
streaming video.
www.cherokee.org

Upon the petition being
validated by the Court the
Attorney General revised the
guestion submitted for the
ballot by Ketcher. Hammons
added the last sentence on the
ballot to clarify the question for
voters explaining, “Neither a
“yes’ nor a“no” votewill affect
the citizenship rights of those
individuals who are original
enrollees or descendants of
Cherokeesby blood, Delawares
by blood, or Shawneesby blood
as listed on the Final Rolls of
the Dawes Commission Rolls
closed in 1906.”

If Congress freezes federal
program fundsto the Cherokee
Nation or if the tribe loses
federal recognition could it be
considered a negative affect to
the citizenship rights of by
blood tribal membersand could
the Attorney Genera be held
liable in a class action lawsuit
by all citizens by blood for
misrepresentation of thefactsin
an election or election fraud?
Stay tuned. More will be
revealed inthisexciting sagato
determine if the Cherokee
people will fight for a
democracy or if corruption will
take over and they will bow
down to their King!

Votes cast in Cherokee chief elections
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Storiesof progressand pictures
of pretty buildings are very
believable by strangersthat all
is well on the home front and
who never hear thewords, “We
have no more money” from
people working inside those
pretty buildings. Non-resident
votersintheupcoming election
will  predominantly be
convinced of theissuesby how
it was presented in this
publication.

Shocking evidence was
discovered several months ago
of a possible media strategy
being developed by the
Administration, when the
Chief’s Press Secretary left a
folder in her chair after a
Council meeting. Examination
of thetwo inches of paper work
revealed extensive research
into how amediaspecialist can
effectively spin the facts to
convince and manipulate the
masses. The documents
contained various methods
used within governments
through history including
tactics perfected by Nazi
|eadership under Adol ph Hitler
and communist leader Joseph
Stalin.

Themost serious problemsthat
still exist today within the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma,
(CNO) stem from the basic
governmental structure set up
during the 1970’s under the
leadership of Ross O.
Swimmer. More is likely to
be revealed about the fabric of
the foundation of CNO in the
upcoming months. What
members have believed for
decades may soon be exposed
as simply another in the long
series of lies.

It began in 1973 when
community members were
asked to design a constitution
for the CNO by then Principal
Chief W.W. Keeler and tribal
attorney Ross O. Swimmer.
Members of that delegation

Has Cherokee Nation Been Organized Or |sOrganized Crime Taking Over?

have stated they perfected a
document based on the 1839
Cherokee Constitution.
However the old government,
with the structure specified
under the 1839 Constitution,
was never reconvened so that
amendments would be born
from and filtered through the
structure that originated with
the wisdom of Cherokee
ancestors.

Thereality of what CNOreally
iswill only be answered when
“Father Time” creates such a
serious incident that federal
courts are pressed to render a
final decision on the age old
guestion: can or must the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma
prove that it is a legitimate,
legal government descending
from the Cherokee Nation of
1839 to enjoy tribal
sovereignty? Or is the CNO
today masquerading as a tribe
but in reality a corporation
operating under questionable
authority and exercising
guestionabl e sovereignty?

The Cherokee freedmen issue
presently in the Federal Court
may determine this dilemma
much sooner than most realize.
Wisdom, “A house built on
sand will never stand.”

Closer examination of the
evidence surrounding the
organization of the CNO
suggests it may actually be a
brand new Cherokee ground
designed in a corporate
structure under the guise of the
old government. One of the
biggest differences missing in
the government today is
appropriate representation for
the peoplewithinthelegidative
body provided under the old
Cherokee. Today’s tribal
membership nears 350,000
people.

Theoriginal final draft that was
presented in 1975 to the
Cherokee people for their

approval ran several months
ago in the Cherokee Observer
and can be read online in its
entirety at
www.cher okeeobser ver.org.

The final draft in 1973 was
taken into the communitiesfor
approval. When the Cherokees
went to vote on the constitution
they thought they were voting
on the approved final draft of
1973. A majority of voters
approved the constitution.
Councilorswerethen known as
community representatives,
and they also approved the
1973 final draft.

However in 1976 after the
election the constitution that
was publicly handed out to
Cherokee people was not the
same document that the people
and community  reps,
(Councilors) had voted on.
According to Constitutional
Convention Delegates,
Swimmer changed portions of
the completed document prior
to submitting it to federal
officials for approval and
signature.

One obvious change was the
age requirement for a Chief.
The 1839 Constitution and the
convention delegation had
specified the minimum age for
Chief as 35 years. Swimmer
wasonly 32 years of age at the
time. When the Constitution
was returned from Washington
DC the required age had been
atered to 30 years old.

During an interview published
years afterward Swimmer
explained that he had designed
the Cherokee government more
like the structure of a
corporation. Swimmer stated
that he changed the number of
Legislators to an arbitrary
number of 15 because hefelt it
would be hard enough to get
anything done with 15 people
much less 35.

The founders designed a
bicameral government withthe
L egidlative Branch having two
houses just as it was under the
1839 Constitution. The Council
of the Cherokee Nation wasthe
lower house and the Senate of
the Cherokee Nation was the
upper house. The Senatewould
consist of 2 membersfrom each
district, (18 Senators) and the
Council would consist of 3
membersfrom each district, (27
Councilors) for a total of 35
Legislators. The 1973 Final
Draft that raninthetribal paper
called the Cherokee Nation
News on December 11, 1973
after it had been approved by
the communities and the reps
stated; The Legislative may
reapportion but may not reduce
the number of Senators or
Representatives for each
district.

This one change creates the
most critical thing every voter
must realizein the upcoming
election. When Swimmer
reduced the size of the
Council to 15 he created a
mathematical flaw in the
government that enables a
Chief to control the
L egislative Branch with only
6 loyal votes. Voting for a
chief-slate member is like
putting the Chief in that seat
on the Council. Time has
proven slate members
represent the Chief, not the
districts.

Because an over ride of aveto
requires two thirds of Council,
any Chief who has only six
loyal Councilors, can hamstring
the Legislative Branch and
prevent anything from getting
through the government that the
Chief opposesbecause hisveto
can not be overridden. That
Situation was seen many times
thistermwhen good legidation
was approved unanimously in
full council yet vetoed by the
Chief. Uponcalling for an over
ride vote, six of the Chief’s
loyal slate members reversed

their own vote to prevent the
over ride after they had
approved the legidation in the
previous month’s meeting.

The power of removal from
officerests with the legidative
branch but requires two thirds
of the Council support to
remove a Chief, a Councilor,
and a Judge and now under the
1999 Constitution the Attorney
General and Marshal. Any
Chief who has six loyal
Councilorscan prevent anyone
from being impeached from
office.

We also saw several years ago
six Councilors prevent the
Legislative from even being
able to function by boycotting
because the quorum
requirement is two thirds to
conduct business.

Initially there was no court
within the government. The
Judicial Appeals Tribunal,
(JAT) was originated only to
settle employee disputeswithin
the tribe. The federal
government banned all Indian
Courts under the Curtis Act of
1898. To provide for
reorganization of tribes,
allowing them to design
governments with a court
system, the Oklahoma Indian
Welfare Act, (OIWA) was
enacted.

Because the Cherokee Nation
has never been reorganized
under the OIWA it is
guestionable if the tribe has
proper legal authority for tribal
courts. However the Chief
appoints al Judges to both the
District Court and five Justices
to the Supreme Court paying
them nearly $50,000 each
annually.

Because the Chief appoints
Judges, cases involving the
Chief have ended in
guestionable decisions by the
Judicial. The extreme
punishment withintribal law is

ayear injail and a $5000 fine.
With millions of dollars
moving throughout the tribe
today penalties within tribal
law is itself questionable to
discourage criminal actions of
embezzlement of large sums.
The future may reveal that the
Cherokee Judiciary may be
another illusion created within
CNO to keep most tribal issues
under the thumb of the Chief
and out of Federal Courts
where justice usualy prevails.
Attorneysinthefreedmen case
in federal court have argued
that the courts within CNO are
invalid.

And now a final thought for
voters. Over the past seven
yearsmany changesto thetribal
hierarchy have occurred that
provide the Chief with such
extreme power to be almost
untouchable. Today the Chief’s
appointments have structured
levels of boards and
commissions to where the
Council has been shut out from
oversight of nearly a billion
dollarsayear of money flowing
through the tribe. The Chief
appoints al board members to
the corporations and all judges
to the bench. He hasappointed
an Attorney General as
prosecutor of the tribe who he
also appointed as his General
Council to defend him.
Gaming profits have soared
into the hundreds of millions of
dollars a year that no federal
agency is concerned with
because it is your money not
federal funds. Council is
unable to watch the profitsand
expenseswithin your casinosor
see the money in your bank
accounts because of theradical
changes to the structure of the
corporations within the
government. While it seems
structurally we are becoming
more organized we may be
watching as organized crime
takes over our tribe. Who will
you trust to watch your money
and take care of our poor?
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avoter shouldn’t you examine
the quality of representation
you received and if the person
in office served you well or
someone el se better?

Within  the  Cherokee
government one major duty of
Councilorsisto determine how
the peoples’ money isspent and
insure that the Administration
isaccountablewhile providing
services effectively. Voters
have a responsibility to
themselves and to each other to
be reasonably informed about
the candidate they are electing.
Votersneed to haveagood idea
that a candidate is trustworthy
and will be dedicated to
selflessly serving the Cherokee
people of that district or as an
uninformed voter they can do
more harm than good to himsel f
and his neighbors.

Almost abillion dollarsflowed
through the Cherokee Nation
operations in 2006 and it all
was Cherokee peoples’ money.
The Cherokee government is
funded around $300 million a
year of Federal Funds for
programs because they argue
the Cherokee Nation will
provide better services to
Cherokee peopl e than either the
State or Federal systemscan or
will. Voters must trust that the
people they vote into office
understand this simple concept
and arethekind of leaderswho
will be loyal to the people and
fight to see this concept of
serving the people well is
fulfilled within their district.

Some of the most important
legislation in the history of

CNO waspresented thisterm
but most of it failed to get
through the system for two
reasons, theveto power of the
Chief and his loyal poalitical
satemember son the Council
(Martin, Garvin, Cowan,
Anglen, Johnson, Frailey &
Jack Baker) refusing to over
ridetheveto.

Legidation that would have
created better checks and
balances  within  the
government by electing an
Attorney General, the
prosecutor for the tribe,
rather than being appointed
by a Chief FAILED.

L egidation that created more
quality health services
including creating afund for
crowns in dental clinics,
funds for hearing aids and
artificial limbs for diabetes
patients who have lost their
legs was VETOED.
Legidation that would have
created the same rights for
Cherokees as they have as
Americans and citizens
within the State to have the
right to call a Grand Jury to
investigate the Cherokee
government FAILED.

L egislation to clean up an
impossible Initiative and
Referendum Petition law
governing the peoples first
and second power reserved in
the constitution to propose
change by a petition of the
people FAILED.

One serious flaw within the
Cherokee  governmental
structure createsthereality that

aChief who hasonly six loyal
Councilors can effectively
block and kill any legislation
goingthrough theL egidlative
Branch. Legidation only takes
a simple majority to be
approved. Butif itisvetoed by
the Chief it requires two thirds
of Council voting to override
that veto.

Such an imperfection that
can easily enable the
Executive Branch the
ultimate power to control the
Legidative Branch iscritical
for voters to understand
before considering any
candidate being endor sed by
the Chief. The Legidativeis
the “Peoples Branch.” Your
representativeis supposed to be
your strongest voice within
your government. Vote for a
voiceyou cantrust. Every issue
the Council decides should be
determined by always asking
themselves onequestion. “How
will this affect my people and
services to my people within
my district?” Make sure your
choice for Council has a
conscience.

This term exemplified that
districtswho voted in a date
person on the Council in the
last election was like placing
the Chief in that district’s
seat. A multitude of
L egidativeActsdied because
of theability of the Chief and
a minority of six Councilors
toblock and kill changesthat
would have created better
accountability and provided
more quality services.

This election, Council seats
will be determined for the most
part by voters within the
districts. Over 13,000 non-
resident voters defaulted to
voting at large and will not
significantly influence the
jurisdictional Council races.
Your effort gettingfamily and
friends well informed of the
conditions within the
Cherokee government and
reminding them to go vote
will determine if the people
win or if our tribe falls into
thehandsof organized crime.
We will not have a second
chance to change this if we
fail toturn out thevotewithin
the districts. It is your
government. It is your
money. Who will you trust
and what are you willing to
do to seethat it is preserved
for your grandchildren?

The following voting records
will give some examples of
how the flaw discussed above
wasused against what was best
for the people. Close
examination should show why
a vote for a slate member
endor sed by the Chief isthe
same as handing your
representation for your
district directly to the Chief.

Your vote determines your
voice. Choose an honest
person that will work for
what is best for you living in
your district rather than to
repay a Chief for financial or
political favors.

" Power tothe Cherokee
People!™
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CherOkee Sy”abary Cherokee Symbol Study-Line 3
ol hdh-yoh-lee-hah) greet
P haly-stee) stop it
A (heeyah) here
I foh-wah) ok
r (gdteo-s-sdee) something
(tah-layhuh-sgah) get up

THE EASY WAY

Thefirst step in learning to read and write Cherokee is to learn the Cherokes
Syllabary. Sequoyah taught it using the sight and sound method, we hae

found that to be the best method also. We suggest you learn one line at a tinfe.

Say and write each symbol of the line seven times. Repeat until each lingfis
learned then move on to the next. But, always review the previous lineg.
After you learn the Syllabary, Cherokee words and short phrases will be

Use vowel sound on top for each column vowel sound. Use consonant sound for eac:
line across. Exception (Line &0 only has "s-s-s" sound, and no vowel sound.

DhSWtT 0°0SWEIx.A

0°hZ?PPT AAY IrFRRT
W1 Dr 0°6VPRT
SPAN*Y DhSWHT Dd

SAN UG 0°hT
DhoS§ 0° N0~ 4
TAPTB0® O0kKRLLBT
VKbLAT 0°h4

®hS§V ®LwdT
TG LowWhULowd
CCGCJIIRT. O0Y7Z
SPAN°Y JhB® DhGWY
Oy SLN°Y DhooS0
ShG"A0®T Oh®alk
RWUJ 600L0°/1PT 0°hAPT
SG"A0® Ik 0°0Y00V A
BO. 67Z SOKW?P DO
S/1AA DhbB@ol. Dd
0°0§4.00S ISRRowd G SO°
0°g20° 0CPNWO-AT.
ADZ 0°heoLlb TO°/10~47Z
OShZA4dT BO
0®°@LhAJ O°hAWT.
UOZT DwS§0 F4T D&
0°GIxeood 0°OLOA K4AT
Dd' 0°GIkood 0°SAJ Dd
hS§b DhOa\W=HAT.
0°h@0°? 0°Q91 DJ' DO
SIS Dd' 0°Q91 KWZ Dd
100°/1d SeA°d FIR
DOTRRT. D& ShMG Ot
0°FLLB 0°hfonl*/1 DO
$ANS Dgr Dd
0°0LVL,aWANT AD
A9PBT DhZ.ACVPJI
$9GA. +TZ SA?
SOWxE DhGWY
T9PTBL O0°SCPE Jéb
TAA Dow0° 0S0¥YA
D¥G"Gd OJUSZBS
SOWET YO/16\W0-A.
TAAG O0°hMAJ
hkIxO. +TZ V0°OSGLT
dOSGLAT DSVWoI
h§tL BO. 0¥YAZ
0°SdFRRT AD
1994 0°CxOGL DhOAG
TDhMC= JO6SGLwJ

0-LG'hGRRA kY7Z
A4Pwd 0°0°+0-.A
SOWP.A AD

OhWwkowd Al'wwd EVU
hFIXO (i Al'owd OS\Wob.
B® DOLO-bLokRT
AAY °0TLhAADT SV
0’0 0°C DSVWoJ
LEFRAh JOSGTLAT
kFYO04.00°T ThSBlf Dd
TrYhQO4.JT.

an unnecessary learning step which some new methods use.

THE WISEMEN

It is told that, in the earl
days of the Old Nation;
seven wise and holy me
went together to a certaif
valley in the mountains tc
seek knowledge of thd
future. Of all the seven
Clans of the Nation these
seven men were the most
truthful, most selfless, and
most heedful of the needs
and well-being of all the CHESRI_ORTJECETSgCE;IAL
Tribe. They carried the

medicine deerskin and .
medicine tobacco, and did Cherokee society WaiQ]

: organized into seven clan
all the holy things anngA clan was an expande
the way. And when the P

y : . ,
came to this certain vaIIey{arT”Y with "'9(;1’( <|3f
th d t th nheritance an ClaNye will print one word or a short sentence in the Cherokee Syllabary each issue.
ey spread ou e : _

in i membership beinglook at the written symbols on the lines above and then trace the following dotted lines to
deerskin in the center arK(jjetermined through thédearn the Shape of each symbol
prayed, saying they cam [ ¢ ilv.Then say the %o nds of tr?/e S rr.lbols each time you write them. (Look at the syllabary to
with humility, to seek truth Maternal side ofthe family. y ! y ime you wri ( yllabary

: _ Clan membership gavéind the sounds for each symbol).
and share it with thestructure and stability to1hen do it on your own. You will now know the Sounds and the Shapes of each of the

people. Then they blew Lt .7~ Symbols for each line.
smoke over the deerskinpeOpleS“VeS by providing

. fules for social

each in turn, and they ) .

.“relationships such as who

watched the smoke trallscould marrv whom and
for a sign from God. And y

: - where to look for help.
when this was fInIShed’Aftertheimmediatefamily

they went and prophesied roup of children, parents,

to the people the marvel

that had been seen: ar\%nd grandparent.s, the clan
one was that men would"2S the most important
someday fly in the air; ~ 9ro4YP to which a person
and another was that th§Son9ed: The seven clan g.j, nyy

system of Cherokee society
tracks of the Cherokee ictated that the council

would someday lead wesﬁ :
y ouse in each town have 13-KS$S
to the valley of the : : .
L seven sides with provisions
Mississippi, never to
to seateach clan separately. 17-SPTS

return; and another wa . : 18-1WS 19-+NWS 20%/ 0A A
all-hanging woven into

Iga:(r:\:velgjogueldt%e:ﬁhﬁg?hematsprobablyindicate.dava”abi”ty of different tribe and with otherand the Red. The White
oeople. But a fourth Where each clan should sitrees from place to place.peoples. Pipe smokingeadership of peacetime,
orophecy said that inln add_ltlon to mats the The strong nativehonored all involved. with a headman, a beloved
aftertimes young peoplecounC” hou.se !n American tobacco was onestems for ceremonial pipegvoman, and a council of
would return from the 2conaluftee Village inof the most importantwere frequently made ofelders. The members of
schools, and point rudely.CherOk.ee’ North Carolinaplants used at councikourwood because of théhe council came from each
to the old men of the Tribe.' furnished with dancemeetings. Pipes and theasily removable pith. Theof the clans. They were
and say they were of ndnasks, wands, and gourgmoking of tobacco werebowls of the pipes werewise older men. The Red
account because thef,ilppers- _reserved for specialfashioned of soapstone oprganization took over
knew nothing. Inthe center ofthe councilceremonial occasionsglay. during times of emergency
ouse the sacred fireamong the Cherokee asTowns were organizedor war; they also had a

urned continuously,among most other Northynder two different kindsheadman, a war woman,

The people considerecE
this a long time, and . _ ) .

fueled by seven differentAmerican peoples. Pipesf leadership, the Whiteand a council of men from
inds of wood.[see lastwere smoked to signify

wondered what greatk

wisdom might be taught in :

these schools that tha"ONths issue] We havesgreement and accord of
wo lists of council fire the people on the issues in

woods. The woods used iguestion: both within the

Marvin J. Summerfield
Language Editor
Miami, Oklahoma

I

his is the first line in the Cherokee syllabary. Read the symbols from the left
o the right.

A40 NUMBERS

1-H 2-Wp 3KT 4-0~Y

9 AY 6-5°L0 [SLAN°Y 8GNW

10<0AA 11- 6S 12X/1S

14-hS§S 15-60Y'SS 16-LWS

children should point to

thg old people and talk Inthe fire varied with the
this way.

\ All written Cherokee is published under the
'} Copyright (c) 1992-2007 The WhitePath Foundatio
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Meeting (Description) |Sponsor(s) 5l 2| S| S| 81 &1 81 5] =/ S| 2| 8|l &l &| &6 & S
LA#22-04 An ActPr otecting Threatened Traditional
CherokeeCemeteriesPr ovidingSeverability
CouncilMeeting 6/14/2004 Y| Y|[Y|]Y|[Y]Y|[Y]Y[Y|]Y[Y|]Y[|[Y]Y
NoOverrideactiontaken-Newlanguagepresented-Seel A#33-04
LA#8-05 An ActRelatingtoCher okeeNationEmployee
Termination Appeals,Pr ovidingfor Severability
RulesCommittee 117/2005See3-14-05 BillJohnBaker Y| Y|[Y|Y|[Y]|]Y[|]Y]Y- Yl Y Y Y Y
Council
CouncilMeeting 2/14/2005 [Minutes BillJohnBaker Y|Y|[Y|[Y|]Y]Y]Y- Yl Y Y Y Y Y Y
NOOVERRIDE ACTIONT AKEN forexplanation

LA#13-05 An Act AmendingL. A#16-01Relatingto
ReferendumandInitativeMeasur es;SettingPr ocedures;
SettingCrimeandPunishment;

Subsection19,CorporationCodeRequiringCo
ApprovalofCampaignContributionsGivenby
Corporations

uncil
Tribal

RulesMeeting 2117/2005 Y|Y Y[Y[Y|[Y|]Y|]Y]Y|]Y]Y|]Y|]Y]|Y
CouncilMeeting 3/14/2005 Y Y| Y|Y]Y YL Y Y Y Y Y Y
VETO-Sustained 4/11/2005 Y | N N N |NJY |Y]Y |[N[N[N[N] Y

LA#24-05 An Act AmendingLA#16-01,andLA#15-04
RelatingtoRefer endumandInitiativeMeasur es;Setting

Procedures;SettingCrimeand Punishment

RulesMeeting 5/19/2005 LindaO'Leary Y|Y Y|Y Y|Y[Y|N[N]|N Y
CouncilMeeting 6/20/2005 Y|Y|Y Y|]Y|NJY|[Y[Y[N N | N
VETO-Sustained 8/15/2005 Y[Y Y Y[Y|N[Y]Y[Y]|N{([N]|N Y

|Ru|esMeeting ‘ 51 9/2005|

|JoeCrittenden |Y|Y|Y|N|Y|Y|- |Y‘Y|Y‘Y|

LA#28-05 An ActRepealingandSuper cedingCher okee
NationLawRegardingLabor andtheEmployment

CouncilMeeting 6/20/2005 N|Y N[Y]Y N
VETO-Sustained 8/15/2005 N | N N[Y]|Y N

RightsOrdinance

RulesMeeting 7/29/2005 N|Y|[N|Y Y|Y[N[N[N[Y[Y[Y][Y
Conner,Cowan,

CouncilMeeting 8/15/2005 Anglen,Baker N|Y|N|N N |N|(N

VETO-Sustained 9/12/2005 N N N[N |N|N

LA#8-06 An Act Allowin gfor AdditionalPunishmentfor
Crimes AgainstPublicJusticePr ovidingSeverability

RulesMeeting 3/30/2006

LindaO'Leary

410/2006

CouncilMeeting

5/15/2006

VETO-Sustained

LA#23-06 An ActEstablishingaMinimum Wagefor
EmployeesoftheCher okeeNationandit'sCorporations

andEntities
RulesMeeting 8/31/2006 ALLTCMS Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|Y|[Y|]Y|Y|Y|Y|[Y]|]Y]|Y
CouncilMeeting 9/111/2006 Y|Y|Y[N|]Y|[Y|N|Y|[Y|Y|[Y|N|N|[N|Y|[Y]|N
VETO-Sustained 10/16/2006 Y|Y[Y|N|Y|Y|N|[Y|]Y|]Y|N|[N[N|N[Y]|Y]|N
LA#24-06 AnLegislative Act AmendingLLA#43-03;
AuthorizingtheEmergency AssistancePr ogramand
CommunitySupportPr ojects
BillJohnBaker
CouncilMeeting 9/111/2006 Y[Y|Y[N|Y|Y[N]|JY[Y|Y|Y|[N|N[N]|]Y]|Y]|Y
VETO-Sustained 10/16/2006 Y|Y[Y|N|Y|[N|N|[Y]|]Y|Y|N|[N[N|N[Y]|Y]|N
LA#27-06 AnLegislative ActRelatedto Title26
"Elections" ,as AmendedbyL.A#39-05; Amending
RepresentativeDistricts
RulesCommittee 8/31/2006 Y| Y|Y|Y|Y|N|[Y[|Y|[Y]| Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
CouncilMeeting 1016/2006 MeredithFrailey | Y [ Y [ Y [N | Y| Y [N |[Y|[Y|Y|Y|N|N|[N|[Y]|Y]|N
VETO-Sustained 1113/2006 Y|[Y|]Y[N]|]Y|[Y|N|Y|Y|Y|[N|N|[N|N|[Y]|Y|N
LA#34-06 An Act AmendingLegislative Act#26-06
AuthorizingtheCompr ehensiveBudgetfor Fiscal Year
2007-Mod1;
Executive&FinanceCom m 10/26/2006 LindaO'Leary Y| Y|[Y[Y|Y]Y]Y]Y- Yl Yi- Y Y| Y
CouncilMeeting 1113/2006 Y|Y|Y|IN|Y|Y|N|[Y|Y|[Y]|]Y|[N|N|[N|Y]|Y]|N
VETO-Sustained 12/11/2006 Y|[Y|]Y[N|Y|[Y|N|Y|Y|Y|[N|N|[N|N|[Y]|Y|N
LA#35-06 ALegislative ActRelatedto Title26
"Elections",as AmendedbyL.A#39-05; Amending
RepresentativeDistricts
SpecialRulesCommittee 11/113/2006 MeredithFrailey | Y | Y | Y [N | Y AlY |[Y|Y A|N [N [Y [Y |Y
CouncilMeeting 1113/2006 Y|[Y|Y[N]|]Y|[Y|]A|]Y|Y|Y|Y|[N|[N|N|Y]|Y]|Y
VETO-Sustained 12/11/2006 Y|Y[Y|[N]Y|Y|[Y|[Y|N|J]Y|Y|[N|N|N|Y|[Y|N
W
AuthorizingtheCompr ehensiveBudgetfor Fiscal Year
2007-Mod3
Executive&FinanceCom m 12/14/2006 Y Y Y|Y|[NJ|[Y Y N N Y [N
LindaO'Leary
CouncilMeeting 1/22/2007 BillJohnBaker N N N|N|N[NI|Y N
VETO-Sustained 21212007 N N Y[A|N[N|N|[Y]|Y [N

"Y"=Yea|"N"=Nay|"A"=Abstain|"-"=AbsentorNonmember

continued on page 6

Do Not Vote for Chad Smith'stribal councilor's Sate. The dateis
bought & paid for by Chad Smith. They will do whatever Smith tells

them to do. They are supposeto represent your district cherokees. Vote for — explain his advertisementsin the tribal newspaper.
the person you fed will represent & listen to your needs.

Become a cwyReporter for
the Cherokee Observer.

Slate Members Math On Disclosure Reports
Don’t Add Up

The April window for filing candidate financial disclosure reports with the
Election Commission is closed. Reports should be filed as required by
election law and available as public records. Already it islooking like some
are not quite according to Hoyle.

The Chief’s political slate members have blitzed voters with a series of full
color ads in The Cherokee Phoenix, the tribal paper, since February when the
candidate filing period opened.

On thefirst advertisements, the date printed a disclosure at the bottom
of the ads, paid for by “Cherokees for Continued Progress.”

Election law states. Contributions may only be made by natural persons. No
corporation, partnership, and/or any other legal entity shall contribute to any
Cherokee Nation campaign or candidate.

847. Financial Dislclsure Report-Contents.

A. Contributiions.  With respecit to contribution, the report shall
include the name, occupation and mailing address of the source of
each contribution.

Candidates are also to disclose who pays for advertising on their behalf.
Any expenditure over $100 is required to be paid by a check from a
campaign account and reported on disclosure reports. Cherokees for
Progress dropped off of their next round of ads instead stating that they paid
for the ads themselves. However that could be too little, too late as an
actionable violation may have occurred.

Slate members eluded the matter by saying they had pooled their personal
money together helping each other until they could al get financially
organized and together they chose the name for their group. Opposing
candidates graciously dismissed the blunder either as a legitimate mistake or
aviolation that would have been hard to prove.

B. Expendatures. The report shall detail expenditures in categories
set forth on the report form, excluding filing fees, any interest earned
on contributions, candidate’s costs for necessary personal travel
within the boundaries of the Cherokee Nation, and candidate's
subsistence expenses. Payment made by a candidate or his or her
financial agent from the candidate’s own funds shall be included as
expenditures for purposes of this Subsection, and may be shown as a
loan from the candidate or may include any funds loaned to the
candidate by a bank, savings and loan association or credit union and
on his or her own behalf, which shall not be considered as
contributions. All expenditure from loans shall specify the name of
the lending institution, the date of the loans and the amount of the
loans. The candidate may reimburse his or her personal funds from
campaign contributions in the amount of the reported loan or loans.

After review of the Phoenix price schedule we discovered that color
advertisements in the tribal paper are quite pricey, probably beyond what
most Cherokees candidates would consider affordable. A quarter page ad the
size that the slate began running monthly four months ago has a base rate of
$367.50 plus a $350 full color charge for atotal of normal cost of $717.50.
Yet the price dlate members are paying calculates closer to $317.63 including
the color charge.

The Phoenix ran a specia discounted rate if a 3" party vender wanted to buy
from 9 to 12 full pages and provide camera ready advertisements that could
be cut and pasted into the layout of the newspaper.

Ironically slate members have found that 3 party vender who is designing
all of their ads alike. The vender name is Turnbull & Associates, owned by
Linda Turnbull Lewis. Lewisin former elections has been Chad Smiths
publicity person and campaign manage.

The newspaper’s special deal enabled the group to accomplish blocking their
opposition from buying color ads even if anyone was willing to pay the
extreme regular prices because the vendor has allegedly bought all of the
color pages available within the paper.

All other Council candidates would have to pay double the rate, $2,373.00
for the same type and amount of advertising that the slate has paid
approximately $1270.50.

Further investigation disclosed that several date candidates have failed
to disclose any expenditures confirming that the Phoenix has been paid.
Neither have they disclosed any contribution made wher e someone else
might be paying for the ads. If found to be election law violations
serious consequences are specified under election law. Candidates
found in violation can beruled invalid candidates and barred from
holding elected office for aslong asb5 years.

E. Certification; Criminal Sanctions for Misrepresentation. Each
financial disclosure report shall be certified by the candidate or his or
her financial agents. A candidate or a candidate’s financial agent
who certifies a report and therein knowingly fails to fully disclose the
information required in the Section as to any gift, promise, treat,
reward, favor, or anything of value given or expended, is guilty of a
crime. If aperson isconvicted of acriminal violation under this
Sub-section, then he or she shall not hold the office and shall be
barred for a period of five (5) years from holding any elective office
of the Cherokee Nation. Where any person who has received the
highest number of votes for any office is disqualified from holding
said office, a special election shall be held to elect another person to
hold office.

Curtis Snéll, running for a District 5 Delaware County seat is one
candidate that has neither disclosed any contribution or expenditureto

continued on page 6
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Slate Members Math On Disclosure

CherokeeNationT ribalCouncil

Reports Don’t Add Up
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VetoLegislationT racking Neither has Barbara Dawes Martin running for a Cherokee
— — District 1. Martin does show a $402.50 amount paid to Turnbull
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Meeting (Description) _|Sponsor(s) m 2| S| S| 8l & 8| 5] S| 8| =| 8| &l & &| & 8| Candidates could be levied to pay every opposing candidate double
LA#18-07 An ActRelatingtothe AmendmentofL.A 16- the amount of the violation plus be cast out of the election. Penalties
96,theCher okeeNationGeneralCorporation Act,as even reach contributors who seldom know laws surrounding
AmendedbyLA 2-03,LA 4-04,andLA 36-05 contri_butions and expenditures that could double a contributor’s
JoeCrittenden donation.
HealthComm 31272007 DavidThornton YN NN - Y 8 45, Sanctionsfor Violations of Contribution and Expenditure
Executive&FinanceCom m 3/30/2007 Y|Y Y| A Y|Y|Y Y Requi rements and
CouncilMeeting 416/2007 Y|N N|[N|N-|[ Y N
Prohibitions.

|
R#99-03 AResolution AuthorizingtheNegotiationofa
LandManagementLease Agreementfor theCher okee

TrailsGolf

A. Criminal Sanctions. Any candidate or other person who
isacitizen of the

Cherokee Nation or a member of any other federally

CouncilMeeting

10/13/2003 Y

recognized Indian tribe who hasviolated any requirement

NoOverride ActionT aken

R#31-06 AResolutiontoInvoketheMostFavor

edNation

ClauseoftheCher okeeNation Tobacco TaxCompact

or prohibition in Sections 43 and 44 of the Title shall be
guilty of acrime.

RulesMeeting

3/30/2006

DavidThornton | Y

B. Civil Damages. Any candidate, other person, corporation

CouncilMeeting

4/10/2006

or other legal entity who or which has knowingly made
or accepted a campai gn contribution or made acampaign

NoOverride ActionT aken

R#97-06 AResolutionPr oposingan Amendmentto

Article VIISection13oftheCher

okeeNation

Constitution,Pr ovidingfor theElectionoftheOfficeof

expenditure on behalf of a candidate in violation of
Sections 43 and 44 of this Title shall be liable to the
Election Commission and to any party whose name
appeared on the ballot in opposition to said candidate in
the amount of double the value of the unlawful

AttorneyGeneral contribution or expenditure. Said damages shall be
RulesMeeting 8/31/2006 LindaO'Leary | Y | Y A Y Y|y payableto each plaintiff filing suit in the Cherokee Nation

] ] District Court within six months of thefinal election date,
CouncilMeeting 9/1/2006 Wotonto N Y I[N Y NININ N upon afinding of aviolation or violations by said Court,
VETO-Sustained 1212/2006| sustainthe NlY |y ly|y|[y|lyY[n|Y|[Y|]Y|]Y|]Y|]Y]Y]Y]|Y plus reasonable attorneys fees incurred in the suit.

"Y"=Yea|"N"=Nay|"A"=Abstain|"-"=AbsentorNonmember

Reasonabl e attorneysfeesincurred in asuit brought under
this Sub-section may be awarded to the defendant if
judgment is rendered in defendant’s favor.

Check out back 1ssues of the Cherokee
Observer goto www.cher okeeobserver.org
and click on the back I1ssuelink.

An Election Commission meeting is scheduled on May 17, at 6:00
where these incidents will be discussed and laws examined. More
will be revealed as the light of truth shines ever so brightly into the
dark crevices hiding deception and evil inside the Cherokee
government.

Do your part in this election to save your grandchildren from having
to endure a corrupt Cherokee Nation. Together we can expose and
overcome it in the upcoming election. Help your friends and family

Cherokee election is next month

By S.E. RUCKMAN Tulsa World Staff Writer

5/10/2007

Voters will choose a chief, deputy chief and
17 tribal councilors, including two to be
elected at-large.

TAHLEQUAH — Cherokee Nation voters will
select their chief, deputy chief and
councilors in a June 23 tribal election.

Principal Chief Chad Smith of Tahlequah
will seek a third term. He is challenged by
former Cherokee Nation Supreme Court
Justice Stacy Leeds of Tahlequah, tribal
election commission officials said.

Deputy Chief Joe Grayson faces Raymond
Vann.

Voters will fill all 17 seats on the Tribal
Council, including two at-large spots.

The tribe added those two at-large members
to the council in 2006, about three years
after Cherokee voters approved a new
constitution.

The tribe’s jurisdictional area is divided into
nine districts. Several of those districts have
more than one council seat. The seats are
for either six-year or four-year terms.

District 1: Incumbent Bill John Baker is
facing Barbara Dawes Martens for a seat
with a six-year term. The district's second
seat, with a four-year term, pits incumbent
Audra Smoke-Conner against Tina Glory
Jordan, Amon Baker and David
Walkingstick.

District 2: Incumbent Joe Crittenden and
Rita Bunch are seeking a six-year term. The
second seat, with a four-year term, is sought
by incumbent Jackie Bob Martin, Bob
Leach, Ronnie Joe Hale, Jack Christie and
Jodie Fishinghawk.

District 3: Incumbent David Thornton,
seeking a seat with a six-year term, is
challenged by Sam Ed Bush Jr. Incumbent
Phullis Yargee faces Janelle Lattimore
Fullbright for a seat with a four-year term.

District 4: Incumbent Don Garvin faces
Mickey lgert.

District 5: Incumbent Melvina Shotpouch
is challenged by Harley Buzzard and Susan
Lamb Reed for a seat with a four-year term.
Incumbent Linda Hughes O’Leary will go
against Curtis Snell for a seat with a six-
year term.

District 6: Jerry Dale Troglin, Sue Fine and
Chris Soap are competing for a seat with a
four-year term. The incumbent in the seat

with a six-year term, Meredith Frailey, has
no challengers.

District 7: Incumbent Cara Cowan-Watts
will face Thelda Rucker Boen.

District 8: Incumbent Buel Anglen and Roy
Herman are seeking a seat with a six-year
term. The candidates for the second seat,
which has a four-year term, are Bradley
Cobb and Steven Earley.

District 9: This seat, which has a six-year
term, has drawn challengers Rodney Lay
and Chuck Hoskin Jr.

At-large seats: The candidates for the seat
with a four-year term are Taylor Keen and
Julia Coates. The other seat, which has a
six-year term, is sought by Jack Baker and
Sean Nordwall.

Registered tribal voters can vote in person
or absentee. Absentee voting also is
permitted in person at the tribe’s election
office before the election, said Patsy Morton,
the Cherokee Nation Election Commission’s
chairwoman.

The office is at 22116 S. Bald Hill Road in
Tahlequah. For additional information and
to be sure voters names are on the books
they may call the Election Commission
offices at 918-458-5899.

Morton said tribal members who want to vote
absentee must request absentee ballots.
The deadline to apply for ballots for the June
23 election is Friday May 11.

Voters can cast ballots at designated polling
places from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. June 23. Aform
of identification is required.

Voters must be registered with the tribe and
be at least 18. Votes for at-large council
seats who miss the absentee request period
will be allowed to vote in person at the
Election Commission from 9:00AM to
5:00PM on June 19, 20 and 21.

The 2003 general election had 13,914
ballots cast. A runoff election for chief tallied
6,979 votes.

A candidates’ forum is slated for 6 p.m. May
17 at Stilwell City Park. The event is hosted
by the Adair County Democratic Party.

to be informed. Get them out to the Hog Frys so they can learn first
hand about what isgoing on inside their government. Then make sure
they get tothe polls! Thesureway for evil towin isif good peoplesit
by and do nothing!

MY THOUGHTS: Can any candidate running for office use the Cherokees people’s money to run for office?
by Franklin “S9»” McLain Sr.

Theanswer to thisquestionisNO! It appearsthat several may bedoing just that. If they are should we votefor them? The
answer is NO, we should not vote for them! |f they can't obey our Cherokee Laws now. Then why would we want them
as district representative at al, we would NOT!

But there one that really stands out that is Julia Coates, she is running for At-Large Tribal Councilor.

She has worked for the Cherokee Nation of Oklahomahistory course for several years. Her travel, hotels, meals and other
expenses are paid out of Federal and/or Tribal funds. Now isshestill using these Federal & Tribal fundsfor her campaigning
for At-Large councilor office? If she is, then that isillegal! The reason this is important, the Cherokee people needs
someone representing them that is there to represent them and our Cherokee laws. Not someone that breaks our Cherokee
laws before they are elected.

Our Cherokee €election laws require any Cherokee running for election office that works for any program, business or
commission of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahomaisto resign before running. Ms. Coates did not resign, but provided the
election commission a contract that suggested she was not an employee of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. Since
Coates supports Chief Smith as his slate councilor, Chief Smith is paying for much of the date's campaign. Coatesisa
bought & paid for date candidate representative of Chief Smith and not for the At-Large Cherokee citizens.

So how can the Cherokee people get justice, when the system is not working correctly and the Cherokee people has no
placeto goto get justice. Well, we can get justice by not voting for Chief Smith, Deputy Chief Grayson or any of Chief
Smith's SLATE district representatives.

The 3 branches are to be separate, controlled by no other branch or person because it is unconstitutional & Illegal under
Cherokee Laws. The past 4 years has shown us a slate of bought & paid for councilors don't work.

We all know this, you have seenit, | have seen it or mother's, Father's, grandparent's have not only seen it they have felt it
too.

Our employees that are Cherokee, we know your working conditions are not good. We (the Cherokee people) know you
work very hard under great pressures. But, you need to stand upand say "I'M MAD ASHELL & I'M NOT GOINGTO
TAKE THISANYMORE!"

MAKE A CHANGE, VOTE FOR THE GOOD GUYS & GET THE ONES ON SMITH'S SLATE DOWN THE
ROAD. Weneed torebuild our Nation, we need individualsthat will stand up & follow our constitutional laws, not
violate them or just pick the ones you want to follow. Power to the people, VOTE THEM OUT OF OFFICE -
MAKE A CHANGE.

E ON JUNE 23, 2007 - MAKE A CHANGE"
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Court to Ruleon Nepotism Violation Digtrict 8 Councilor Buel Anglen

A Mation for Summary Judgment was
filed this week asking the District
Court of the Cherokee Nation to rule
that Councilor Buel Anglen
representing the Tulsaand Washington
Counties of the Nation isin violation
of Nepotism Laws because his two
daughters have been employees of the
Cherokee Nation. The caseoriginally
filed in 2006 alleges Anglen has been
seated the entire term in violation of
the law.

Article 19 Section 4 of the Cherokee
Code Annotated states under
Employment of relatives of Council
members:

“No person shall be employed in any
capacity by the Cherokee Nation who
isrelated to a member of the Council
by affinity or consanguinity withinthe
first degree. Relation by first degree
includes parent, child, spouse, parent
of spouse and child of spouse. All
other relatives are not included within
the first degree.”

Anglen admitted both daughters were
working for Cherokee Nation
Enterprises, (CNE) the business entity
over the casino operations within the
tribe. Anglen argues that CNE
employees are not the same as
Cherokee Nation employees.

Dwight Birdwell the attorney for
Councilor Linda O’'Leary, from
Delaware County, filed historical
exhibits showing the court has aways
held CNE employees are empl oyees of
the Cherokee Nation, going back prior
to the 1999 el ection when hewas Chief
Justice over the Judicial Appeals
Tribunal, now called the Supreme
Court. A Motion for Summary
Judgment takes precedent in the
Nepotism case and a ruling should be
forthcoming prior to the election.

Anglen made a verbal comparison in
a recent Council meeting saying,
“Comparing CNE employees to
employees working within the
government, is like comparing apples
to oranges.”

He and the other five loyal slate
members repeatedly voted to block
bonuses for those employed within the
tribe who supply servicesto Cherokee

people. Subsequently the measure has
been brought back numerous times
with the Chief vetoing the Act and the
“loyal slate of six” (Martin, Garevin,
Cowan, Anglen, Johnson & Jack
Baker) refusing to override.

Councilors approved a one thousand
dollar bonus to each employee of the
Cherokee Nation government.
However when the checks wereissued
it was discovered the Administration
had withheld indirect costsjust asthey
would on regular salaries to off set
annual and sick leave thus reducing
bonus checks by almost $400 per
employee.

Councilors supporting the measure
argued indirect costs were all factored
into the normal salary employment
base and the intent of the Council was
for each employee within the services
portion of the tribe to receive a one
thousand dollar bonus this year.

CNE hourly employees received an
average bonuslast year of $1700 with
salaried employees averaging $10,000.
However many CNE employees did
not receive the full bonus, which
skewed the actual amount paid to a
chosen few into exorbitant numbers.
Within the upper level salaried
positions, where the 60% Indian
employment ratio within the company
falls drastically, employees received
bonuses equaling 80-100% of the
amount of their entire annual salary.

Anglen said, “The people at CNE are
different. They actually bring money
into this tribe. Some even work at
night.”

That statement was not received well
by Councilor Linda O’Leary, Chair
person of the Executive and Finance
Committee. O’Leary stated, “I am
appalled that hewould say such athing
since this is his second term on this
council. It is because we have good
hard working employees inside our
government to provide servicesfor our
people, that we receive nearly $300
million a year from the federal
government. Theseemployeesarethe
back bone of the Cherokee Nation
government. Without them we would
never have been able to grow our
gaming operations into what they are
today. | want to commend the

dedicated employees within the
casinosfor working long and irregul ar
schedules. According to the corporate
reports we are rewarding them with
evenlarger bonusesthan we aretalking
about here. My point isthe reason for
this government’s existence is to
provide services to the Cherokee
people. Gaming is a business within
the tribe we enjoy because of the
umbrellaof sovereignty created by self
governancewhich is primarily funded
by the influx of federal dollars.”

Bill John Baker spoke passionately in
support of the measure in recent
Council meetings. “These peoplework
as hard as anyone in the Cherokee
Nation. Many have worked for the
Nation for decades and have gotten
littleif any appreciation in the form of
abonus. Themoney isthere. | believe
we need to be fair to all of our
employees instead of allowing the
Administration to pick and choose who
will get big bonuses and spend the
same amount of money.”

Protest was also filed with the Election
Commission, against Anglen being a
valid candidatein the 2007 election by
Robin Mayes. Nepotism was one of
the many illegalities alleged. After
hearing the evidence the Election
Commission voted (2-2) with Rick
Doherty and Drew Wilcoxen, a Chief
appointee, favoring Anglen and Jim
Briggs and Dr. Charles Hathaway
opposing him being eligible as a
candidate. The Chair person Patsy
Morton, another Chief appointee,
broke the tie making the final vote (3-
2), declaring that Mayes presented
insufficient evidence to rule Anglen
was an invalid candidate.
Commissioner Wilcoxen who once
served as a Cherokee Nation District
Court Judge said, “This is a question
for the Court to decide.”

Wilcoxen'sbrother and Muskogeefirm
law partner Jim Wilcoxen is presently
seated as one of the Chief’s two new
appointeesto the Supreme Court under
the 1999 Constitution. The other
appointee, Kyle Haskins, a Special
District Court Judge in Tulsa, served
on the Election Commission of 2003
that is still in question. Haskins was
reappointed by Smith to that
Commission in 2005 but resigned after

his attempt to hold the appointment of
Hathaway to the Commission at bay
failed. The two seats of the two
Supreme Court Judges could be
revoked if Cherokee freedmen win
their casefiled in Federal Court asking
that the 2003 election be cast out
because freedmen were prevented
from participating in the election and
the Constitutional delegation that
designed the amendments on the ballot
one of which created the two new
Justice seats.

Other issues raised in the protest by
Mayeswerethat Anglen had lied tothe
Election Commission about his
residency when he originally applied
to be considered by Council for
appointment to serve the remainder of
the term after the death of Dorothy
Mclntosh.

Evidence was presented including a
letter from the Cherokee Nation Law
and Justice Department addressed to
the Housing and Urban Development,
(HUD) stating that Anglen had been
deposed and it was the opinion of the
Justice Department of CNO that
Anglen had not lied to HUD by not
including his income on documents
supplied in an application to the
Cherokee Nation Housing Authority
who funded a $45,000 total remodel
of one of his rent houses under his
mother’s income structure.

It seemed rather than Anglen having
tostandtrial inthefederal court system
for fraud, Law and Justice decided that
Anglen had instead lied to the Election
Commission and Council about the
address used for his residence in his
application for appointment to the
Council. The letter further stated that
the condition was an internal matter
that should be dealt with inside the
tribal process.

Anglen was living in a home on
Hudson Lake near Salina. Anglen, a
contractor was building homes at the
time on land he owned inside of the
district and later moved into one of
those houses.

The candidacy protest of Anglen also
stated he had served two terms
therefore under the 1999 Constitution
was required to sit out a term before

he could legally run for the same
office.

Mayes also protested the validity of
Chief Chad Smith to run for his third
term as Chief. The vote by the
Commission ended in the same split
decision, (2-2) with the Chair breaking
the tie denying Mayes's argument.
Mayes has appealed the Election
Commission decision into the Supreme
Court where the case is pending.

Another Anglens question filed last
year asked him to prove he was
Cherokee by- blood as required by the
Constitutionto sit onthe Council. The
court dismissed 54 documents of
evidencein the case, which showed al
of Anglen’s ancestors were Shawnee.
The court said the documents were not
certified by the Office of Records in
Ft Worth therefore would not be
admissible as evidence. Instead the
Court choseto basetheir ruling on one
BIA document that stated “by blood.”

Lay Advocate and genealogist David
Cornsilk who filed the case argued the
“by blood” notation was a common
Bureau error on paperwork made
during that period of time involving
both Delaware and Shawnee members
enrolled within the Cherokee tribe but
that the untrue notation did not prove
they were by-blood members. Cornsilk
said it was ironic during his
genealogical research when he found
that one of Anglen’s ancestors was
enrolled as a Cherokee freedman on
the Dawes Rolls. Anglen has
adamantly opposed freedmen being
citizens of the Cherokee Nation and
asserted in a recent Council meeting,
“1 want this statement on the record, |
support taking away these peoples'
rights.”

Anglen has served Chief Chad Smith
well thisterm voting straight down the
line as one of the “loyal slate of six”
(Martin, Garvin, Cowen, Anglen,
Johnson, Frailey & Jack Baker)
Councilors the Chief has used to
literally control the legislative branch
and kill all legislation he opposed.
Anglen has been the center of
controversy since hewas seated onthe
Council in 2001.

Profile of a
Sociopath

This summarizes some of the
common features and
descriptions of the behavior of
sociopaths.

If you recognize the traits in a
candidate Please don’t elected
him.

Instead be cautious and get him
some help!

e Glibness and Superficial
Charm

e Manipulative and
Conning

They never recognize the
rights of others and see
their self-serving
behaviors as permissible.
They appear to be
charming, yet are covertly
hostile and domineering,
seeing their victim as
merely an instrument to be
used. They may dominate
and humiliate their victims.

e Grandiose Sense of Self

Feels entitled to certain things
as “their right.”

e Pathological Lying

Has no problem lying coolly
and easily and it is almost
impossible for them to be
truthful on a consistent
basis. Can create, and get
caught up in, a complex
belief about their own
powers and abilities.
Extremely convincing and
even able to pass lie
detector tests.

e Lack of Remorse, Shame
or Guilt

continued on page 8

Injunction sought on Cherokee freedmen vote
Portions attributed to the Tulsa World - 5/10/2007

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Descendants of former slaves of
members of the Cherokee Nation
have asked a federal court to
stop the tribe and federal
authorities from implementing
the results of a tribal election that
revoked their tribal citizenship.

Six Cherokee freedmen,
descendants of Cherokee slaves
and free black Cherokees,
requested an injunction against
the tribe and the federal
government in papers filed
Tuesday in U.S. District Court in
Washington, D.C.

The request accuses the tribe of
violating a 141-year-old treaty
and asks that the government be
barred from recognizing
Cherokee elections and
distributing federal money to the
tribe until tribal officials restore
citizenship rights to an estimated
2,800 freedmen.

In a March 3 election,
approximately two percent of the
tribe’s membership were enough
to approve an amendment to the
tribal constitution limiting
citizenship to descendants of “by
blood” tribal members. The vote
removed descendants of the
tribe’s freed slaves from tribal
rolls and denied them benefits,
according to court papers.

On March 21, freedmen were
sent letters stating that their
citizenship status had been
changed after the election.

On March 28, Charlene White,
one of six freedmen seeking the
injunction, received a letter
stating that she was “no longer
eligible to receive medical
benefits from the Cherokee
Nation” as a result of the vote.

Unless the injunction is granted,
the Cherokee Nation, with about
250,000 members, will also deny
freedmen their right to vote and
run for tribal office in the next
election, set June 23.

In a statement, Mike Miller, the
communications officer for the
Tahlequah-based tribe, said the
injunction request was “routine
legal posturing,” and he accused
the freedmen of using the legal
process to “grab headlines” and
attack the tribe’s sovereignty.

However the Sonosky,
Chambers, Sanchse, Endreson
& Perry, LLP of Washington DC
one of the best Attorney firms
on tribal sovereignty that had
been hired to represent the tribe
in the freedmen case over the
past two years just resigned
stating the case is no longer
about sovereignty and is now
about civil rights.

Miller questioned why freedmen
have not appealed their
citizenship revocation in tribal
courts, which granted them
citizenship rights last year.

Within the DC case an Order by
Federal Judge Henry H. Kennedy
Jr. denying a Cherokee Nation
motion to dismiss arguing
jurisdiction of the court was
improper because freedmen had
not exhausted their remedies in
tribal court. Judge Kennedy ruled
exhaustion is not required
because freedmen had filed suit
against the Secretary of Interior
which can not be heard in tribal
courts.

Foes of the tribal election said it
was motivated by racism. Miller
said the vote was part of an effort
to restore cultural identity to the
tribe after more than a century of
U.S. policy aimed at stripping it
of its heritage.

Yet Cherokee freedmen say they
have been part of Cherokee
heritage for over 180 years,
walked the “Trail of Tears” with
Cherokees by blood and have
been legal citizens within the
Cherokee Nation for 140 since
the Treaty of 1866. Freedmen
were an active part of the tribal
history serving on the Council
and receiving allotments of land
just like Cherokees by blood
when the land owned in common
was broken up into allotments.

Miller said the fundamental issue
for Cherokees is to decide for
themselves who is eligible to
become a tribal citizen.

“The right to define tribal
membership lies at the core of
tribal identity and self-gover-
nance,” Miller said. “We
passionately believe that you
must be an Indian to be in an
Indian tribe.”

Yet Cherokee freedmen found
their citizenship through a federal
treaty signed by Cherokee
ancestors and the Untied States
of America. Federal treaties can
only be amended or dissolved by
an Act of Congress. A tribe can
not pick and choose what parts
of a treaty they wish to keep and
which parts they wish to dissolve
even if their membership votes
to approve such a decision.
Dissolving a portion of a federal
treaty in such and action would
likely dissolve the remainder of
that same treaty. The Treaty of
1866 defined the boundaries of
the Cherokee Nation
reestablishing the government to
government relationship after the
Civil War because Cherokees
had signed a treaty with the
Confederacy which dissolved all
federal treaties s new agreement
was renegotiated.

A similar situation transpired
several years ago within the
Seminole Tribe, another of the
Five Civilized Tribes in
Oklahoma, where tribal officials
took almost the identical position
voting freedmen out as citizen.
The federal government ended
up shutting off all federal funding
a dissolving federal recognition.
All gaming operations within that
tribe became illegal and severe
fines were levied before the
government to government
relationship was restored.
Freedmen citizenship was
reinstated but the tribe still has
not recovered many of the
services funded by federal
programs that they lost.

Freedmen accuse the tribe of
violating provisions of the Treaty
of 1866, in which the tribe freed
its slaves and guaranteed them
and their descendants full
citizenship rights, plus the
Thirteenth Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, which
abolished slavery.

Jon Velie, lead counsel for the
freedmen, said the case is
important in federal Indian law in
determining an individual’s right
to retain tribal citizenship and for
tribes who want to retain treaty
rights.

continued frompage 1 Audit Shows CNI Writes Off $4.8 Million L oss
Councilors Proof A Scam Was Real

Finance Committee and also an
Advisory CNI Board member stated,
“The operation had been structured
like a little Enron right here in the
Cherokee Nation. Once enough
evidence was in, it was undeniably
clear we had to do something to stop
thebleeding. Otherswho should have
been concerned were willing to turn
a blind eye to the obvious
corruption.”

Councilors said millions of dollars
were being used from aline of credit
that Council had approved in 2000,
to prevent a huge employee layoff
after a glutton of obsolete inventory
was written off the books. The $14
million line of credit was set up under
aBIA insured loan for reorganization
purposes until CNI could stabilizethe
financial conditions.

Through 2005, CNI had successfully
made payments toward the debt
moving the company closer to
operatingintheblack. In 2006, upper
level officials convinced CNI Board
membersto approve using theline of
credit to diversify the corporation’s
operations.

Councilors' investigation revealed a
ring of radical speculation into high
risk investments, which would require
huge additional injections of venture
capital just to sustain lifein the short
run. The long run of the GEG
investment had no guarantees
because the product being produced
was twenty year old technology to
make air conditioners work more
efficiently. Cherokee Nation became
the company’s primary customer
replacing air conditioning unitsonthe
complex costing almost a million
dollars.

Councilorsdetermined CNI had paid
three million dollars to a group of
preferred stockholders to buy
controlling interest in a company
called Global Energy Group,
(GEG). The company financials
showed it also carried another $8
million of debt owed to those same
preferred stockholders but reported
only having a couple hundred
thousand dollars in actual tangible
assets. The purchase money was paid
directly to the preferred stock holders
and did not go into the company to
be used as operating capital. After
theinitial investment additional funds
were required to be injected into the
company for operating capital when
CNI began making the units.

After the CNI purchase, GEG
financials radically shifted, to begin
reporting an inflated amount of
goodwill in the assets, misstating the
publicly traded company’sfinancials
and driving up the reported value of
the stock. The erroneous accounting
method was ultimately restated with
full disclosure once the SEC became
involved, which made the stock
plummet in value.

Further investigation showed another
million dollars was invested in a
company named Cherokee Idling
Solutions bought from the same core
group of investors GEG stock was
purchased from. After the million
dollars was spent Smith made the
decision that the tribe would not
continue in the direction of Idling
Solutions closing the company.

Majewski, a non-tribal member
appointed by Smith, seemed to have
hisown ideas about the direction that
had begun with Cherokee money
establishing hisown Idling Solutions
Company in Louisiana about the
sametimewith hisson. At last report
the company was in operation.

Smith attempted for months to
contain the scandal dismissing the
Councilorsactionsas*just politics.”
But last month the CNI 2006 End of
Year Audits revealed the rest of the
story. Financials reported the
company’s debt increasing by $5.6
million to finance the investmentsin
GEG and Idling Solutions,
subsequently written off by the
auditorsfor having no value.

Joe Crittenden from Adair County
who serves as a CNI Advisor Board
Member stated, “ The situation has
become glaringly obviousthat theold
adage certainly holds true, Figures
don't lie but liars do figure. My
people keep asking, “Where al the
money isgoing.” | am disgusted to
think that nearly $6 million just went
out the back door of the Cherokee
Nation that could have been used for
services. But neither the Board nor
the Attorney General, both with
standing to file a federal case
according to Judge Seay, has taken
any action.”

Crittenden added, “One person shy
of amajority of the entire Council we
tried everything we could do to
recoup the peoples money. But some
seem more like the three monkeys
who see no evil, hear no evil and

speak of no evil ignoring thisglaring
example of corruption.”

Cherokee Nation Distributors LLC,
(CND), an entity within CNI created
by the Smith Administration, wasthe
company investments were initiated
through. The write off for the bad
investments resulted in CND
becoming insolvent, with negative
worth. Smith recently moved all
construction projects including the
$30 million Muskogee Health Clinic
under CND operations. The entity
recently completed the Sequoyah
Gymnasium that began construction
at an estimated $4 million but ended
at over $9 million.

Jackie Bob Martin fromAdair County
also sitson the CNI Advisory Board.
Martin along with other slate
members voted against giving Todd
Hembree, the attorney for the
Council, authorization to use any
legal means available to recoup the
Cherokee peoples money. Martin
stated in the meeting reviewing the
financials that the $5 million really
didn’t matter to him and that
Councilors need to be putting more
money toward business ventures to
create morejobs. Martin wasunable
to be reached by phone for comment
as he has no listed phone number.

Councilor David Thornton, of
Sequoyah County, who sponsored a
bill last month with Joe Crittenden
increasing the tribal dividend by 5%
to be earmarked for Crownson teeth,
hearing aids and prosthesis limbs but
was vetoed by the Chief responded
to Martin’s comment saying, “1f we
had this money back we could help
more peoplein the Cherokee Nation
to eat, hear and walk.”

Thornton and Crittenden are
sponsoring the creation of a “Duty
Free Port” near Sallisaw on 1,100
acres along the Arkansas River the
Corp of Engineers donated to the
tribe under Joe Byrd. The two
Councilorssay, if re-elected, they will
begin attracting successful private
sector businesses and grow jobs for
the Cherokee peoplethat are outside
of tribal politics using the leverage
of sovereignty in anew direction that
helps the people who want to work
without having to worry about the
tribe running the businesses.

http://www.cher okeecourts.com
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Sacy Leeds

11177 Hwy 10
Tahlequah, OK 74464
www.stacyleeds.com

DISTRICT 1

Bill John Baker (1)
406 E. Arden

Tahlequah, OK 74464
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www.raymondvann.com

WWW.joegrayson.com

The Slate candi-
dates have al-
ready chosen to
stand with the
Chief for the next
4 years & not for
their districts.

They are bought
& paid for, check
their financial re-
ports. It really
tells the story.

Hulbert, OK 74441

A. Baker
312 W, ,
eguah, OK

David Walkingstick (2)
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Tahlequah, OK 74464
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S. Joe Crittenden (1)
PO Box!542
Silwell, OK 74960-0542
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Jack L. Christie (2)

General Election
set for June 23, 2007
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Locust Grove, OK 74352
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Scottsdale, AZ 85257
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A CHANGE

continued from page 7

Profile of a Sociopath

A deep seated rage, which is
split off and repressed, is at
their core. Does not see
others around them as
people, but only as targets
and opportunities. Instead of
friends, they have victims and
accomplices who end up as
victims. The end always
justifies the means and they
let nothing stand in their way.
° Shallow Emotions
When they show what seems
to be warmth, joy, love and
compassion it is more
feigned than experienced and
serves an ulterior motive.
Outraged by insignificant
matters, yet remaining
unmoved and cold by what
would upset a normal person.
Since they are not genuine,

Promiscuity and gambling are  Usually has a history of

common.
o Callousness/Lack of
Empathy

Unable to empathize with the
pain of their victims, having
only contempt for others’
feelings of distress and
readily taking advantage of
them.

° Poor Behavioral
Controls/Impulsive Nature
Rage and abuse, alternating
with small expressions of
love and approval produce an
addictive cycle for abuser
and abused, as well as
creating hopelessness in the
victim. Believe they are all-
powerful, all-knowing, entitled
to every wish, no sense of
personal boundaries, no

neither are their promises. concern for their impact on
° Incapacity for Love others.

o Need for Stimulation e Early Behavior
Living on the edge. Verbal Problems/Juvenile
outbursts and physical Delinquency
punishments are normal.

8(a) Sources

SUMMERFIELD, INC.

1903 K Southwest
Miami, OK 74354-8711
Contacts: Marvin James Summerfield
Tamara R. Summerfield
Office/Fax: 918-542-8796
Industry: NAICS 237110

Water and Sewer Line and Related
Structures Construction

SBA certified this company as of 9/20/2005 .

The company’s graduation date for the 8(a)
program is 9/20/2014 . SBA case

www.cher okeepolitics.com

behavioral and academic
difficulties, yet “gets by” by
conning others. Problems in
making and keeping friends;
aberrant behaviors such as
cruelty to people or animals,
stealing, etc.

° Irresponsibility/
Unreliability

Not concerned about
wrecking others’ lives and
dreams. Oblivious or
indifferent to the devastation
they cause. Does not accept
blame themselves, but
blames others, even for acts
they obviously committed.

° Promiscuous Sexual
Behavior/Infidelity
Promiscuity, child sexual
abuse, rape and sexual
acting out of all sorts.

° Lack of Realistic
Life Plan/Parasitic Lifestyle
Tends to move around a lot
or makes all encompassing
promises for the future, poor
work ethic but exploits others
effectively.

° Criminal or

Entrepreneurial Versatility

Changes their image as
needed to avoid
prosecution. Changes
life story readily.

Other Related Qualities:

1. Contemptuous of
those who seek to
understand them

2. Does not perceive
that anything is wrong with
them

3. Authoritarian
4, Secretive
5. Paranoid

6. Only rarely in difficulty
with the law, but seeks out
situations where their
tyrannical behavior will be

tolerated, condoned, or
admired

7. Conventional
appearance

8. Goal of enslavement
of their victim(s)

9. Exercises despotic
control over every aspect of
the victim’s life

10. Has an emotional
need to justify their crimes
and therefore needs their
victim’s affirmation (respect,
gratitude and love)

11. Ultimate goal is the
creation of a willing victim
12. Incapable of real
human attachment to another
13. Unable to feel

remorse or guilt
14. Extreme narcissism

Class of 1967 donated their class pictureto
Sequoyah High School at the Sequoyah Alumni
Banquet last saturday May 5, 2007.
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and grandiose
15. May state readily that
their goal is to rule the world

(The above traits are based
on the psychopathy
checklists of H. Cleckley and
R. Hare.)

NOTE: In the 1830’'s this
disorder was called “moral
insanity.” By 1900 it was
changed to “psychopathic
personality.” More recently it
has been termed “antisocial
personality disorder” in the
DSM-IIl and DSM-IV. Some
critics have complained that, in
the attempt to rely only on
‘objective’ criteria, the DSM
has broadened the concept to
include too many individuals.
The APD category includes
people who commit illegal,
immoral or self-serving acts for
a variety of reasons and are
not necessarily psychopaths.

AT,

The class of 1967 has
never had the class picture hang-
ing on the school walls. Thiswas
the class of 1967 40th class re-
union. Sotheclassfeltitwastime
to donate it to the school on this
specia occasion.

James Jennings the class
President presented the framed
class picture to Amon Baker, the
President of Sequoyah school
board. Who was very excited to
accept the class of 1967 pictureto
hang on the school walls.

Class members that at-
tended the class reunion were;
Darlene Pierce, Elliouse

Whitmore, Betty Jack, LorettaTh-
ompson, Joyce Hardridge, Mary
Locust, Donna Smith, Julia
Waldon, Brenda Nelson, Gloria
Cleveland, Patricia Lowe, Penny
Harjo, Phyllis Sloan, Leroy Adair,
James Jennings, Charles Scuggins,
Silas Spence, Danny Lindsey,
David Proctor, Danny McKenney,
Franklin McLain, Ms. Peggy Hall,
Mr. Bear, Mr. Lowrey, Mrs.
Danials.

Keep in touch with your classmates,
contact Betty Jack-Pulver at 918-
227-1508 or Leroy Adair at 918-

348-4858

Subscribeto the Cherokee Observer Today! Keep up to date on what
ISgoing on in Cherokee Country subscription on page 3

“"VOTE ON JUNE 23, 2007 - MAKE A CHANGE"




