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Do Not Vote for Chad Smith's tribal councilor's Slate. The slate is
bought & paid for by Chad Smith.  They will do whatever Smith tells

them to do. They are suppose to represent your district cherokees. Vote for
the person you feel will represent & listen to your needs.

Slate Members Math On Disclosure Reports
Don’t Add Up

The April window for filing candidate financial disclosure reports with the
Election Commission is closed.  Reports should be filed as required by
election law and available as public records.  Already it is looking like some
are not quite according to Hoyle.

The Chief’s political slate members have blitzed voters with a series of full
color ads in The Cherokee Phoenix, the tribal paper, since February when the
candidate filing period opened.

On the first advertisements, the slate printed a disclosure at the bottom
of the ads, paid for by “Cherokees for Continued Progress.”

Election law states:  Contributions may only be made by natural persons.  No
corporation, partnership, and/or any other legal entity shall contribute to any
Cherokee Nation campaign or candidate.

§47. Financial Dislclsure Report-Contents.

A. Contributiions.    With respecit to contribution, the report shall
include the name, occupation and mailing address of the source of
each contribution.

Candidates are also to disclose who pays for advertising on their behalf.
Any expenditure over $100 is required to be paid by a check from a
campaign account and reported on disclosure reports.  Cherokees for
Progress dropped off of their next round of ads instead stating that they paid
for the ads themselves.  However that could be too little, too late as an
actionable violation may have occurred.

Slate members eluded the matter by saying they had pooled their personal
money together helping each other until they could all get financially
organized and together they chose the name for their group.  Opposing
candidates graciously dismissed the blunder either as a legitimate mistake or
a violation that would have been hard to prove.

B. Expendatures.  The report shall detail expenditures in categories
set forth on the report form, excluding filing fees, any interest earned
on contributions, candidate’s costs for necessary personal travel
within the boundaries of the Cherokee Nation, and candidate’s
subsistence expenses.  Payment made by a candidate or his or her
financial agent from the candidate’s own funds shall be included as
expenditures for purposes of this Subsection, and may be shown as a
loan from the candidate or may include any funds loaned to the
candidate by a bank, savings and loan association or credit union and
on his or her own behalf, which shall not be considered as
contributions.  All expenditure from loans shall specify the name of
the lending institution, the date of the loans and the amount of the
loans.  The candidate may reimburse his or her personal funds from
campaign contributions in the amount of the reported loan or loans.

After review of the Phoenix price schedule we discovered that color
advertisements in the tribal paper are quite pricey, probably beyond what
most Cherokees candidates would consider affordable.  A quarter page ad the
size that the slate began running monthly four months ago has a base rate of
$367.50 plus a $350 full color charge for a total of normal cost of $717.50.
Yet the price slate members are paying calculates closer to $317.63 including
the color charge.

The Phoenix ran a special discounted rate if a 3rd party vender wanted to buy
from 9 to 12 full pages and provide camera ready advertisements that could
be cut and pasted into the layout of the newspaper.

Ironically slate members have found that 3rd party vender who is designing
all of their ads alike.  The vender name is Turnbull & Associates, owned by
Linda Turnbull Lewis.  Lewis in former elections has been Chad Smiths
publicity person and campaign manager.

The newspaper’s special deal enabled the group to accomplish blocking their
opposition from buying color ads even if anyone was willing to pay the
extreme regular prices because the vendor has allegedly bought all of the
color pages available within the paper.

All other Council candidates would have to pay double the rate, $2,373.00
for the same type and amount of advertising that the slate has paid
approximately $1270.50.

Further investigation disclosed that several slate candidates have failed
to disclose any expenditures confirming that the Phoenix has been paid.
Neither have they disclosed any contribution made where someone else
might be paying for the ads.  If found to be election law violations
serious consequences are specified under election law.   Candidates
found in violation can be ruled invalid candidates and barred from
holding elected office for as long as 5 years.

E.  Certification; Criminal Sanctions for Misrepresentation.  Each
financial disclosure report shall be certified by the candidate or his or
her financial agents.  A candidate or a candidate’s financial agent
who certifies a report and therein knowingly fails to fully disclose the
information required in the Section as to any gift, promise, treat,
reward, favor, or anything of value given or expended, is guilty of a
crime.  If a person is convicted of a criminal violation under this
Sub-section, then he or she shall not hold the office and shall be
barred for a period of five (5) years from holding any elective office
of the Cherokee Nation.  Where any person who has received the
highest number of votes for any office is disqualified from holding
said office, a special election shall be held to elect another person to
hold office.

Curtis Snell, running for a District 5 Delaware County seat is one
candidate that has neither disclosed any contribution or expenditure to
explain his advertisements in the tribal newspaper.
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