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| predicted the outcome almost exactly... March 8 2007

On Thursday prior tothevote, | met
withtwo Cherokeesat StarBucksin
Tulsa. Over hot chocolate and cof -
fee we discussed the vote. One of
my friends predicted a60/40 against
the Freedmen and the other thought
it would be alittle higher, at 65/35.
| said no, after passing through the
Nation, listening to the people, the
vote would be 75/25 against the
Freedmen.

There are many reasons why the
Cherokee peoplewouldtake such a
vicious stand against the Black
Cherokees. First, they were grossly
misinformed about the Freedmen.
The press continued to describethe
Freedmen as simply descendants of
black slaves and free blacks. This
description was true of them in
1866, but was not truein 1902. And
the free blacks mentioned in the
treaty were Cherokee Indians with
black ancestry who had beenin the
Nation for generations, some cross-
ing the Trail of Tears, but because
of their black blood, they were not
considered Indians. And of course
we have Chad Smith, at every turn,
describing the Freedmen as "non-
Indians' asif the roll they appear
on was proof positive of whether
they have Indian blood or not. He
knows for afact the Freedmen roll
isnot proof of that.

By thetimethe Dawes Commission
began its work in creating the
Dawes Roll, Cherokee Indians had
intermarried with blacksin measur-
able numbers. The children bornto
these relationships were as much
Cherokee Indians as were the chil-
dren bornto white/lndian marriages.
However, because of the virulent
racism of thetimeand presentinthe
views of the clerks of the Commis-
sion, persons of Indian/black rela-
tionshipswere simply dumped onto
thefreedmen roll against their will.

There is also ample evidence of
Cherokee blood in the freedmen
families who, while once slaves,
werethe children and grandchildren
of their masters. At least one third
of the enrolled Dawes Freedmen
possess Cherokee blood through the
masterscreepinginto the dave quar-
ters. The Dawes Commission re-
corded thisfact, butignored it when
theroll itself was created.

Second, racism is not unknown
among the Cherokees by blood.
Since most Cherokees are more

white than they are Indian, their cul-
ture is reflected more closely in the
viewsof whiteAmerica. And because
most Cherokes derive their white
blood from people who immigrated
tothe Cherokee Nation from the deep
south, the southern form of racism,
made famous by murders, cross
burningsand brutal segregationinthe
state of Alabama, is our heritage. In
fact, thefirst law passed by the Okla-
homalegidature following statehood
was alaw to segregaterail cars.

| grew in Tahlequah, listened to the
black jokes, saw the black kids get
pushed around and talked about be-
hind their backs. We weretold not to
go up on Ni**er hill west of Tahl-
equah after dark. In 1902, it was be-
lieved that one drop of negro blood
tainted the individual and negated
any other blood he/she might have.
Apparently Cherokees who believe
that one drop of Indian blood makes
them an Indian, also continueto hold
onto the antiquated view than one
drop of negro blood destroys the In-
dian blood, no matter how much there
is.

Third, Chad Smith and his minion
misinformed the Cherokee people
regarding the battle fought by the
Freedmen for their civil rights. Smith
painted the Freedmen as greedy new-
comers intent upon soaking up the
hard-won funds of the Cherokee In-
dians. He even stated that before the
Allenruling (2006), he had not heard
of the Freedmen. That isablatant lie,
because | took his silly history class
in 1995, wherehe and | debated about
therights of the Freedmen. Itisalie
that the Freedmen are newcomers.
Many Freedmen hold and treasure
their voting cards issued to them in
1970 and 1975 by W.W. Keeler and
Ross Swimmer. Their names, along
with the names of Cherokeesby blood
appear on every roll dating from 1970
back to 1866. They have been with
usfor over 140 years.

The Freedmen enjoyed equal voting
rightswith all other Cherokeesright
up to 1983, when Ross Swimmer had
them ousted to protect hisbid for re-
election after he thought they were
going to vote enmasse against him.
Swimmer did not orginally see the
Freedmen as an enemy. In 1974, he
had written aletter to Indian Health
Service seeking medical servicesfor
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adoption of the 1976 Constitution,
then tribal attorney Earl Boyd Pierce
stated in aletter that the reorganiza-
tion of the Cherokee Nation MUST
include the Delawares, Shawnees,
K eetoowahsand THE FREEDMEN.

Immediately following their unlaw-
ful expulsion in 1983, Rev. Roger
Nero, an origina Freedmen Dawes
enrollee, filed suit against Ross
Swimmer. Hiscase, heardinthe 10th
Circuit Court, was dismissed because
he had not exhausted his tribal rem-
edy by taking the caseto the JAT. That
casewasruled onin 1988. It wasthen
that | started researching the Freed-
men and joined their struggle.

In 1996, | filed the Riggs case for
Mrs. Bernice Riggs, a Cherokee In-
dian descended from the Bean and
Ridge families, whose parents had
been stuck on the Freedmen roll be-
cause they were also part black. The
Judicial Appeals Tribunal ruled, in
1999, that Mrs. Riggs was in fact a
Cherokee Indian, but because her
parents were on the Freedmen Rall,
she could not be enrolled. The court
erroneoudly applied the Martinez v.
Santa Clara Pueblo doctrine to the
actions of the tribal council and ig-
nored its own previous ruling in
Leach v. Election Commission that
said the Council did not have the au-
thority to ADD requirements to the
constitution without a vote of the
people.

In 2004, | filed a lawsuit against the
tribal council on behalf of Mrs. Lucy
Allen, aCherokee Indian whose par-
entsboth appear onthe Freedmenroll.
In this case, the JAT was able to de-
termine that the actions of the coun-
cil placed requirements upon appli-
cants for membership, ie the Freed-
men, which did not appear inthe con-
stitution. In other words, thereisNO
blood requirement in the constitution,
only a Dawes enrolled ancestor re-
quirement. Because of this fact, the
Freedmen were members. An inter-
esting aside that most thin blood
Cherokees should thank the Freed-
men for is the Allen ruling made it
clear that the Council could NEVER
impose a blood quantum requirment
without avote of the people. Sadly,
the thin bloods did not see this fact
when they marked their ballots.

Earlier thisyear, apetition wascircu-
lated to bring about aspecia eection.
The court, in contradiction of tribal
law, just as was the case with the
Riggs case, found the petition to be
valid. Thus, the special election vote
which has percipitated shock and dis-
belief around the world, will once
again oust the Freedmen.

Much has been said in this struggle
by Freedmen opponents about pro-
tecting our Indian heritage, defend-
ing our daughters and keeping our
money to ourselves. All anyone has
to do isreplace theword Indian with
the word white and you are immedi-
ately transported to 1968, where Chad
Smith, oops, | mean George Wallace
cried out: "Segregation now, segre-
gation tomorrow, segregation for-
ever!"

Subscribe
tothe Cherokee
Observer Today!

Chief Smith keeps telling us we
need to vote for his 2007 dlate for
tribal councilors, so he can get
things done. They will work to-
gether asateam.

Sounds good, but is it constitu-
tional? It says that no branch of
government is to control ancther.
No one person is to control all
branches of government. If one
person has control of all three
branches of government it'sadic-
tatorship. Whichiswhat we have
been working under for 31/2 years

already.

We have seen this date in action
over theselast 3 1/2 years. Tribal
councilorsvoting to approve an act
in committee. Then have Chief
Smith Veto's it, then his slate not
doing anything to overturn the
veto. Which amounts to doing
what the Chief wantseven when it
isagreat act of law. Their actions

It could cost the Cherokee Nation
millions March 7 2007

Descendants of peoplethe Cherokee
once owned as slaves say they will
challenge a special election that
kicked them out of the tribe.

They a so promised tolobby theU.S.
government to cut federal tiestotribe,
amove that could cost the Cherokee
Nation millions of dollars.

Cherokee officials are calling those
threats a scare tactic brought by
people more interested in seeing the
Cherokee Nation lose funding than
seeing the will of the people done.

On Saturday, morethan 76 percent of
Cherokee voters decided in aspecial
€election to amend the nation's consti-
tution to remove about 2,800 freed-
men descendants and other non-Indi-
ansfrom thetribal rolls.

Editor:

Thisisin responseto aletter written
by Ms. Lisa Lyon, Claremore
Progress, March 9, 2007, regarding
wording of Ms. TheldaBoen'sarticle
with plans to run for Cherokee Na-
tion Council position, District 7,
Rogers County.

| take issue with two items with Ms.
Lyon’s letter. She stated in her letter,
“First, | would like to correct MIS-
INFORMATION, in which it was
IMPLIED, that all Cherokee Nation
employees received huge bonuses.”

“EVERYONE that applied and ad-
hered to the guidelineswas granted a
scholarship”. “ Therewere over 2,100
scholarshipsgiventhispast semester.”

Ms. Boen's article reads as follows:
NotAll Cherokee peoplearefortunate
to get big bonuses. The Cherokee
people are better than this. Not one
of our own should betreated in adis-
respectful manner regardless of their
financial situation. 1'll bet those re-
ceiving big bonuses didn't have to
stand outside the back of a big semi
trailer until it wastheir turn. Thistype
of discrepancies in treatment within
the Cherokee Nation has to stop.

One of the frequent concerns voiced

by her fellow Cherokee regards the
availability and awarding of education
scholarship funds. Scholarships
should be easily attainable for our
young men and women who wish
them. The process for applying for
scholarships and educational assis-
tance should and can be made sim-
pler.

| aso read an article in the Novem-
ber/December 2006 published:
Cherokee Observer, PO. Box 487,
Blackwell, Oklahoma 74631. Chero-
kee Nation Enterprises net income
was $89,261,000.00. Records show
that 2,451 hourly CNE employeesgot
an AVERAGE of $1,708.63 bonus
and 675 salaried employees got an
AVERAGE $9,043.01 bonus.

Now Ms.Lyons, after reviewing your
statements regarding Ms. Boen's ar-
ticle, | am unableto seehow you came
to the conclusion that “all CNE em-
ployees received huge bonuses’ or
that the bonuses were of equal value.
Ms. Boen did not state that all em-
ployees received huge bonuses but
that “not all Cherokee peoplearefor-
tunate to get big bonuses.”
Regarding the scholarship program,
Ms. Boenswasrelaying “one of the
frequent concerns voiced by fellow
Cherokees about the availability and
reward of educational scholarships.”
Ms. Lyons, | am pleased your daugh-
ter was awarded a scholarship to fur-

are puppets, bought & paid for.
These are main puppets from the
2003 dlate.

Meredith Frailey (6)
Jackie Bob Martin (2)
Cara Cowan Watts (7)
Buel Anglen (8)

Don Garyin (4)

Audra Smoke Conner (2)

* Jack 0. Baker (2)

Over these last 3 1/2 years, chief
smith met with theses slate mem-
bers outside of the tribal complex
to plan how, who and what was to
be presented at the tribal council
meetings. This could be that they
conspired; (to plan together se-
cretly.) tofollow Chief Smith'sor-
ders. This may bein violation to
constitution.

* new At Large

ther her education, but obviously Ms.
Boensis still hearing concerns. 1I'm
not sure how the concerns of some
citizens is trandlated into an “issue’
for you.Theinformationthat | haveis
that these scholarships are for
$1,000.00 per semester at most, which
will not cover al college expenses.
Because the scholarship amount is
minimal, the student will likely have
to work part-time. Asyou said, “few
things are freein the real world.” My
vote will go to Ms. Thelda Boen be-
cause sheistalking to the people, lis-
tening and caring about their concerns
enough to try to improve the condi-
tions in the lives of the Cherokee
People. Now | have a personal com-
ment about the educational scholar-
ship program: according to the
Cherokee Observer, Nov/Dec 06 is-
sue, records show that 2451 hourly
CNE employeesreceived an average
of $1,708.63 bonus and 675 salaried
employees received an average
$9,043.01 bonus. This total comes
to $10,291.883 with a net profit of
$89,261,000.00 indicating that 11 %%
wasreturned to employees.According
to Ms. Lyons statement, 2,100 stu-
dents received educational scholar-
ships (I have not verified thisnumber
personally). At $1,000. per scholar-
ship, this total is $2,100,000. which
is2.3% of net profit of CNE.

Look at this chart below and see
where the focus of CNE is:Hourly
employees bonus $4,187,852.
Salaried employee bonus $6,104,031.
Educational Scholarships$2,100,000.

Sally LaFayette
1716 S. 125th E. Ave
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74128

Election Protest

Filed Today

March 15 2007

Election Commission

P. O. Box 1188

Tahlequah, Oklahoma
74465-0948

458-5899 or 1-800-353-2895
Fax (918) 458-6101

March 15, 2007
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I, Robin Mayes, Cherokee Citizen,
registered voter hereby submits the
following challenge of candidacy and
eligibility of the following persons
who filed for the 2007 CNO election
for the following reasons to wit.

1 Chadwick Smith:

A Exceeding the two-term limit as
established by the 1999 CNO
amended constitution.

B Violation of the bonafideresidency
requirement

C Cherokee by blood requirement

2 Buel Anglen:

A Nepotism

B Exceeding the two-term limit as
established by the 1999 CNO
amended constitution.

C Lying to the Election Commission
and Council about his residency &
nepotism

3 Don Garvin:

A Exceeding the two-term limit as
established by the 1999 CNO
amended constitution.

4 Joe Grayson:
A Nepotism

5 Jackie Bob Martin:
A Exceeding the two-term limit as
established by the 1999 CNO
amended constitution.

6 Sacy L eeds:
A Violation of the bonafideresidency
requirement

7 David Thornton:

A Exceeding the two-term limit as
established by the 1999 CNO
amended constitution.

8 Melvina Shotpouch:

A Exceeding the two-term limit as
established by the 1999 CNO
amended constitution.

Respectfully submitted,

Robin Mayes
Address and contact info:

From the Web

Election Protest Filed Today
March 15 2007 at 8:55 PM - Tuya

Response to Election Protest Filed
Today

Thank you Robin. Therewere sev-
eral questionable irregularitiesin
this 2007 election process. To
name afew. Why was such ashort
time for candidates to file for of-
fice?They should have had at least
10 days. Also, If there is a 3rd
council seat in District #1 and oth-
ers as expected, hopefully they
will be open to all interested can-
didates after therulingisreceived
from the Jucicial Supreme Court,
not just for those who filed apro-
test. It appears that the election
commission is trying to get this
election past them at any cost at
the expense of a viable cherokee
nation election process.

Not to mention the conflicted com-
missioners on the Election Com-
mission

March 15 2007 at 11:19 PM
Anonymous

Response to Election Protest Filed
Today

When is someone going to point
out the two commissioners who
are obviously conflicted? Patsy
morton thats got ason working in
law and justicefor big money and
a daughter in law that has con-
tracts as a public defender for
Cherokee Nation. Then chad hired
her husband for big money to re-
place dusty delso after he got in
the sexual harrasment scandle.
morton is in such conflict it ain't
funny. Then you have drew
wilcoxen as a commissioner with
his brother sitting on the supreme
court ready to uphold any ruling
made by the commission. Does
any of this sound like a conflict
orisit just me?

Recusal
March 152007 - Magidel

Response to Not to mention the con-
flicted commissionersontheElection
Commission.

Then Wilcoxin should recuse
himself from the bench to avoid
a questionable conflict of inter-
est.

Plusyou have Haskinswho wasan
Election Commissioner

March 16 2007 at 2:16 AM
Anonymous

Response to Recusal

Don't forget Justice Kyle Haskins
who was a chief appointment on
the election commission but re-
signed thistermright after hetried
to carry out chads dirty work of
trying to keep commissioner
Hathaway from being seated.
Haskins was on the el ection com-
mission during the last election
which was protested where an
abundance of impropriety and
crimeswerediscovered during the
trial but nothing ever done. Now
he is a supreme court judge. And
then there is matlock who was
chads partner in crime or | mean
law...

Historically a former Election
Commissioner could not run for
office for at least two years after
leaving the commission. A few
months ago the dlate changed the
law so that Rita Bunch could run
for council this time. She was on
the same corrupt commission in
thelast election and was appointed
again by chad thistime. | bet cha
she was also told to resign the
commission right after Haskins
did so that chad could keep the
commission destablized and un-
able to function. Now Bunch is
running for council in Adair
County. What a crock of crooks!
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