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The Indian Gaming Industry

Revenuesfrom tribal gaming centers
in Oklahoma jumped by 46 percent
to $939 million last year, according
to astudy released Wednesday.

The Indian Gam-
ing Industry Re-
port by economist
Alan Meister
ranked
Oklahoma's
growth ratefourth
among 30 states
with tribal gam-
ing. In 2003,
Oklahoma's gam-
ing revenue grew
by 39 percent to
$642 million.

Meister, manager of Los Angeles-
based Analysis Group Inc., said gam-
ing is growing in Oklahoma through
new facilities and expansion of exist-
ing ones.

"You've kind of got a two-pronged
growth approach here," Meister said.
"I think both of them are paying off
and they're showing overal, statewide
at least, it'sreflected intheir growth."

Nongaming revenue, including meals,
hotel rooms and merchandise, also
increased sharply to $102.1 millionin
2004 from $69.7 million the previous
year, according to the study.

Meister said major facilities such as
the Cherokee Casino and Resort in
Catoosaare helping fuel Oklahoma's
maturity from a state with numerous
small facilities
to a more sig-
nificant player
intribal gaming.
Oklahoma's 85
tribal gaming
centers are the
most of any
State.

Meister expects
the growth to
continue as
tribes add card
games and new el ectronic games un-
der new state laws and gaming com-
pacts.

Theintroduction of trackside gaming
at Blue Ribbon Downs and Will
Rogers Downs horseracetracks could
also boost Oklahoma's gaming rev-
enues, Meister said. Revenuesat simi-
lar facilities grew 22.4 percent last
year, Meister said.

According to the study, the number
of gaming machinesin Oklahomarose
by 46.4 percent to 28,417, and there
were nine new gaming facilitiesinthe
state. Nationwide, there were 10.7
percent more gaming machines.
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THE JESSE BARTLEY MILAM
PAPERS

McFarlin Library, Department of Spe-
cia Collections

The University of Tulsa
Introduction to the Inventory

The Jesse Bartley Milam Papers are
housed in eighteen legal-sized docu-
ment boxes, and two oversize docu-
ment boxes. Records for books and
documentsin the Milam Library will
befoundintheon-line catalogue. The
papers are organized into four series:
SERIES |: Correspondence and Per-
sonal Papers, SERIES II: Photo-
graphs, SERIES IlI: The Milam Li-

brary, and SERIES IV: Miscella-
Neous.

SERIES I: Correspondence and Per-
sonal Papers

o Consistsof correspondence between
Milam and various individuals, and
national and local organizations and
institutions, as well as the US Inte-
rior Department Bureau of Indian
Affairsand variousmembers of Con-
gress. Although some of the material
dates from as early as 1906, the
prepoderance of the correspondence
relates to Milam's activities and re-
sponsibilitiesas Principal Chief of the
Cherokee Nation from 1941-1949.

We will providein further issues the
rest of the MILAM PAPERS

Chief John Ross speaks--1829

Editors Note: According to Chero-
kee history, Chief John Ross's
speecheswereclearly organized and
contained much docu-

have ever exercised and our preroga-
tiveto act has been recognized by the
United States, under whose fostering

care we have moved

mentary proof. Here
is an excerpt from a
speech hemadetothe
Cherokee Council in
1829. Such eloquent
words from so long

ago.

Chief Ross. "This sa-
cred privilege of as-
semblage in General

council of the Nation {1791

Oharnkea

of our citizensis one

A Jown Rossz

the darkness of igno-
rance and supersti-
tion to our present
degree of advance-
ment in civilized im-
provements. It has
therefore become our
duty to guard and
protect therightsand
happiness of your
constituents, by
adopting such laws
for their common

1866)

of the great blessings

which we have derived from the
Great Ruler of the Universe. It is
right which we as a distinct People

welfare as will avert
any abuse of thelegitimate privileges
guaranteed under the constitution."

The Cherokee Observer

The Only Independent Cherokee Newspaper
P.O. Box 487
Blackwell, OK 74631-0487
e-mail: cwyobserver @yahoo.com
editor s@cher okeeobserver.org
Phone/Fax: 1-580-363-5438
PUBLISHER: Marvin J. Summerfield
OWNER: Cherokee Observer, Inc.

www.cher okeeobser ver.org

Purchase Rate Per COPY .....covvverereeieeienieniesesie e $.75
Yearly Mailing Rate (domesticC)........cccvervrvrrnenene $20.00
Yearly Mailing Rate (foreign).......cccoovvevevneninennnns $41.50
David CornsilK.......ccoooviiiiiiieeeeeeeee Editor

Franklin McLain..................
Marvin J. Summerfield........
Thomas Fourkiller................

The Cherokee Observer welcomeslettersto the Editor. All let-
tersmust besigned and includethewriter'saddress. L etter smay
beedited for spaceand or libelouscontent. Namesmay bewith-
held upon request. Letterswill be published as space permits.
Lettersto the Editor expressthe views of thewriter and donot
necessarily reflect the view of the Cherokee Observer.

................... L anguage Editor
...................... Religion Editor

continued from page 1

of paper to talk. A group of warriors
were brought in and Ayoka, beingin a
separate area, communicated back and
forth over the distance with her father,
until thewarriorsand otherswere con-
vinced that the symbolism represented
‘talking.’ After thetrial ended, thewar-
riors asked Sequoyah to teach them,
too. Before long, the knowledge of
reading and writing the Cherokee lan-
guage had spread far and wide.Baker
and Greele, atypecast company based
inBoston, produced metal type so that
Rev. Worcester could obtain aprinting
press, allowing themissiontotrandate
and publish scriptureand hymnsinthe
native language. The venture turned
intoaregular printing business, produc-
ing newspapers, flyers and anything
needed to be printed. Thetypewasnot
able to be produced exactly as
Sequoyah had drawn the characters, so
many were developed from existing
letters and characters used in printing
already.

The syllabary was not completed until
Sequoyah, along with other
Keetoowahs, had migrated to what is
now Arkansas. In 1821, hetraveled to
the Cherokee Nation back east, and
presented the syllabary to Cherokees
living there. After returning hometothe
Keetoowahsin 1822, hefocused much
of histimeteaching the Cherokeewrit-
ten language.

In 1824, the General Council of the
Cherokee Nation voted to give
Sequoyah a large silver meda as an
honor for his creation of the syllabary.
Because he did not return east, where
the Cherokee Nation was located, for
many years, Chief Path Killer and John
Ross had it sent to him.

Sequoyah traveled with a group of
Keetoowahs to Washington in 1828,
and the group signed a treaty. One of
the articles of the treaty stipulated a
benefit for Sequoyah: “It is further
agreed that the United States will pay
five hundred dollars for the use of
George Guess, aCherokeg, for thegreat
benefit he has conferred upon the
Cherokee people in the beneficid re-
sults they are now experiencing from
the use of the alphabet discovered by
him, to whom also in consideration of
hisrelinquishing avaluable saline, the
privilegeis hereby givento locate and
occupy another salineon Lee' sCreek."
Lee's Creek is located in present-day
Sequoyah County , Oklahoma .
Sequoyah received only $300 of this
money, and it is clear that the benefit
was included to obtain the
land.Sequoyah and 2500 other
K eetoowahsweremoved tothelndian
Territory in what is now Oklahoma by
the United States government in 1828.
The land was exchanged for the land
they had been occupying in what was
later to become Arkansas . He settled
near present-day Sallisaw , Oklahoma
, Where he built alog cabin, which is
till standing and open to the public.
Sequoyah’s death came in 1845 while
traveling with his son, Teesey, afriend
named The Worm, and six others who
had left from Park hill and were ook-
ing for agroup of Cherokees that had
migrated to Mexico . After sometime,
a party of Caddos returned from
Mexico reported that Sequoyah had
died."His death was sudden, having
been long confined to the house, here-
quested one day some food, and while
it was preparing, breathed hislast."
Sequoyah'’s death was not reported In-
dian Territory for nearly two years,
when some Cherokees returned from

Cherokee Nation to
L oan $800,000 to
Small Businesses

TAHLEQUAH, Okla. ? The Chero-
kee Nation plans to help local small
businesses boom. The Cherokee Na-
tion recently received a grant for
$800,000 from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). The Cherokee Nation plans
to usethemoney toloanto small busi-
ness owners to help them start a new
business or expand an existing one.
The new loan program will be differ-
ent from existing small businessloan
programs.

“1 believe the most distinguishing and
advantageous feature of thisloan pro-
gram is that in some cases, the bor-
rower may ableto use sweat equity in
place of capital,” said Shay Smith,
manager of the Cherokee Nation
Small BusinessAssistance Center.

Another distinguishing featureisthat
applicants must bein thelow to mod-
erate income range, as defined by
HUD, while other Cherokee Nation
small business|oan programsrequire
applicants to be in the moderate to
high income range.

To apply for aCherokee Nation small
business loan, please contact the
Cherokee Nation Small BusinessAs-
sistance Center at (918) 456-0671,
ext. 2536.

The man known as Sequoyah

Mexico and gave the following state-
ment to Cherokee agent Pierce M. But-
ler, "Warrenstrading house, Red River
,April 21, 1845 . . . . We the under-
signed Cherokeesdirect from the Span-
ish dominions, do hereby certify that
George Guess, of the CherokeeNation,
Arkansas, departed thislifeinthetown
of San Fernando in the month of Au-
gust 1843. Given under our hands, day
and date above, written Standing Rock,
by mark, Standing Bowles, by mark,
Watch Justice, by mark, withess Daniel
C. Watson and Jesse
Chisholm."Another report to agent
PM. Butler, Ou-No-Leh stated that he
had met with Teesey, The Worm, Gah-
Ne-Nes-Kee, the Standing Man and the
Standing Rock.

"The Standing Rock. . . attended
Sequoyah during hislast sickness and
also witnessed his death and burial."
The statement wasdated May 15, 1845
, Bayou District.

Because of Sequoyah believing that it
wastimefor the Keetoowah people to
receive the system of writing the Cre-
ator had dlowed him to know, we are
able to read what our ancestors re-
corded and to communicate with each
other in our own language. Because
Sequoyah alsofelt theneed toreturnto
the Cherokee Nation and sharethe sys-
tem there, as well, al Cherokees be-
came literate soon and were able to
communicate through great distances.
It is believed the system was what he
was traveling to Mexico to share with
the small group of Cherokeesthere.

Deal would allow Delaware Tribe
to keep separate status

ADVERTISEMENT

BARTLESVILLE (AP) - The Chero-
kee Nation has offered the Delaware
Tribe a deal to keep its status as a
separate entity whilekeeping thetribe
primarily under Cherokee control.

The proposal, outlined by Cherokee
negotiator Melanie Knight in a June
17 letter to Delaware Chief Joe
Brooks, would restore the Delawares
to their pre-1866 position as a sepa-
rate federally recognized tribe but re-
quirethat al civil and criminal juris-
diction over Delaware Tribe property
would remain within the Cherokee
Nation'sauthority.

Wayne Stull, a member of the Dela-
wareTribe'sfederal recognition com-
mittee, said the proposal has hot been
properly reviewed by thetribe'scoun-
cil.

"We haven't had achanceto sit down
and get everything tuned in," Stull
said. "This proposal has not been
brought to the Delaware people.”

A November ruling by the 10th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appealsbased on an
1866 treaty that gave the Cherokee

Nation the right to govern the Dela-
wareseventually stripped the 10,000-
member Delaware Tribe of recogni-
tion through the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs.

Cherokeetribal officialsclaim it was
never their intention to strip the Dela-
wares of recognition but to protect the
Cherokee Nation's sovereign rights.

In her letter, Knight suggests that the
Cherokees would like to avoid
"spending further scarce resourceson
attorneys and appeals' in the dispute
that has cost the tribes hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

The proposal callsfor the Delawares
to beeligiblefor federal funding asa
federally recognized tribe, with the
Cherokeesadministering any acquired
funds.

Inreturn for the agreement, the Chero-
keeswant the Delaware Tribeto drop
its petition before the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Originally published June 23, 2005

"The United Cherokee Nation, One
Nation United"

Transcript of Press Conference with Commissioner of Indian
Affairs Ross Swimmer July 12, 1988 - Minneapolis, MN

Swimmer: So, with that, | presume,
the pressisaround thetable, and I'm
willing to answer, or try to answer,
any questions that you might have,
and if you don’t have any, I'm sure
I"ll find something else to say.
Goldenberg: Steven Goldenberg,
with First Person Radio, Migizi Com-
munications. Mr. Secretary, it seems
kind of acontradiction here, to teach
people to be better managers for the
B.I.A., inview of your mainideathat
the B.I.A. should eventually go out
of business. Is that a good career
track for these people, then, if all that

Swimmer: That's what | was trying
to get across to them earlier. Yes, |
think that it does work well, and
worksto their benefit, especially what
| am saying is, if we plan today ... or
let’ssay, let’sgo back—if weplanned
n 1975 self-determination was a
policy, and enacted into law, for what
was going to happen fifteen years
fromthen, for what was going to hap-
pen fifteen years from then, | think
that everyone at that time would had
said that the object isfor tribesto take
over the functions of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and that’swhat began
to happen. We contracted out for a
lot of the programs. What didn’t get
said then, was “what will be therole
of the Bureau be, then at the end of
fifteen years? And asaconsequence
of that, even though the policy of self-
determination was announced, and
law was passed, we had alot of resis-
tanceinthefield. Therewerealot of
peopleof theB.I.A., out at theagency,
who said, “hey, they may think that
way in Washington, but don’t you
comeover here. Mr. Tribe, and try to
take my program, because that’s my
job. And so, you have that built-in
resistance there, because really what
did happenwas, if the Superintendent
was successful in contracting out his
program, he lost his job. That was
never accounted for, and it was al-
most like, well we put this into ef-
fect, but we really don’t mean it.
What I'm suggesting is that a policy
of self-determination, if we carry it
forward now, hasto have some goal,
some probability of successnthefu-
ture, and that would bethat, if we set
apart, say in 1995 or intheyear 2,000
... maybe that's a good year to pick,
theturn of the Century, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs budget, as it is today,
would be approximately a hundred
million dollars instead of a billion
dollars, whatever they might be.
WEell, let’s say ten percent, and what
we're going to do with that ten per-
cent, iswe're going to be an admin-
istrative agency that will be the con-
tact for Indian tribes in Washington,
iswe're going to ferry programs and
laws to the hill, and we're going to
provide some technical assistanceto
tribes, but the basic role of the Bu-
reau hasreally been transferred over
to the tribes; tribes have been man-
aging their trusteeship; tribeswill be
managing this and managing that.
But, if we don't say that, what wor-
ries me then is that we'll never get

there. If we don't make that state-
ment, and what I’m saying to these
managers is that we need competent
people to carry this into that next
phase of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Cook: Yeah, I'm Don Cook of the
Ojibwe News, and | have aquestion
on ... as far as your management of
millionsof dollarsgoing into tribes—
what isyour policy asfar asaccount-
ability to the peoplethat thetribesare
representing? We constantly hear
self-determination, and the Red Lake
Band of Chippewa Indians, self-de-
termination means eleven people.
The rest of the people—we haven't
seen our tribal government since
1979. We go to acouncil meetingin
Red Lake; we are arrested by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs police. We
goto our election; every polling place
onthereservationissupervised by the
Bureau of Indian Affairspolice. You
know, whereisthe people? Whereis
the self-determination? Swimmer:
Well, I'm not going to get into local
tribal politics any more than | abso-
lutely have to, but that's ... Cook:
Well, I'd like to ask you a question
about it, though. Swimmer: Well, let
me answer the question asbest | can.
The federal government, and Con-
gress in particular, decided that this
course waswhat was right, they said
that, in effect, tribal government isit.
They said, we're going to accept
tribal government, and in fact in may
cases Congress is the one that man-
dated that we will have Tribal Gov-
ernment, because they needed some-
one on the Reservation, to distribute
these dollars. They claimed at that
time, that the state and federal gov-
ernments weren’'t doing it; that the
money wasn't getting to the people.
So, theway to do it, would befor the
people to organize a tribal govern-
ment. Andthen, we'll usethosetribal
governments as conduits, so that the
money, and the programs, can get to
the people. Look, we're going to
have Tribal Government. That im-
plies then, that there's going to be
some representation by that tribal
government of the people. Thereis
no doubt, in my mind, that has not
happened in all cases. | have seen
many, many cases... I’ mnot citing any
in particular, but I've seen many
cases, wherethetribal governmentis
not really very representative of the
people. | have also seen cases the
local and state government isnot very
representative of the people. They
don't feel like the State government
listens to them, sometimes either.
But, | can tell you, that | don’t con-
doneit. | believe that tribes, if they
are going to participate in this pro-
cess, also must have afree and open
election, and they must have a pro-
cess by which the peopl e participate
inthetribal government, and partici-
pate in the election of those, or the
selection of those leaders, however
they might do it. Cook: What is the
responsibility that the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs has for the Constitution
of the Tribe? Foreexample, our Con-
stitution says that our Tribal Chair-

man shall live on the Reservation one
year prior to running for election.
Our tribal chairman hasn’t been liv-
ing onthereservation for thelast nine
years. Swimmer: Well, | don’t con-
sider that our responsibility, or that
of theB.l.A.,to... Cook: You're part
of the Constitution. Our constitution
would be... think it'sacontract, our
constitution isacontract between the
federal government and the Tribe.
And, beforeit’srecognized, the Sec-
retary has to approve the Constitu-
tion. Now, in Red Lakein particular,
we're... the peopleareleft totally out
in left field, our representatives ...
they don’t know what’s coming up at
the meeting until they’re asked to
vote, and its' that way all across the
country ... and in the votes ... the
Government is hand-picking their
leaders. Swimmer: What | had hoped
todois, that isthismorning at least,
istotalk to the press generally about
issues that they might have. You're
making statements, and | can’t re-
spond to those, because | don’'t have
the other side here. And | know that
there are other people on that reser-
vation, that believe that they do have
certain rights. | do know that Red
Lakehaselections. Now, | don’t ook
at as the Bureau of Indian Affairs
responsibility to get involved in the
elections, any more than we abso-
lutely have to. | don't look at it as
proper that we should bein your con-
stitution. | believethat people of that
reservation should call the shots, and
that the people of that reservation
should decidewhat kind of leadership
they want, and that they should set
up amechanismto do that. And, it's
hard for meto believethat everybody
onthereservationisco-opted by one
or to or eleven people, and that no
one else out there has any rights, or
abilities to make any changes. Now
if, | said that it's hard for me to be-
lieve, I’'m not saying that it's not.
And, I’'mnot saying that it'snot away
to remedy that, but | do believe that
itisalocal issue, and that it has got
to be resolved. Now, I’m wiling to
talk to you-all about aspecificissue,
but I think that we're getting off the
course as far as what we would like
to try to do today, and answer ques-
tionsalittle bit more broader. But, if
you want to go ahead and make your
statements, I'll be happy to listen ...
Blake: Mr. Swimmer, I’m Francis
Blake, with the Ojibwe News, and
what you' retalking about isthe press
that you' ve dealt with is the corpo-
rate press. We are not the corporate
press. Weare printing the truth. And,
these are the questions that we are
asking you. Swimmer: Well, | want
you to print the truth. 1'm not ...
Blake: We' re not the corporate press.
Swimmer: | mean, if you' re making
statements, and you’re not asking
questions... If youwant to ask aques-
tion, I'll be more than happy to an-
swer it. Gordy: I've got a question.
I’m with the Circle newspaper. My
nameis Gordon ... You referred ear-
lier to the possibility of the B.I.A.

continued on page 3



