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Smith wins controversial third term as Principal Chigf ~ Housing amendment would punisn
Cherokee over freedmen

relationship between the U.S.
government and the Cherokee
Nation. It is unclear whether
the BIA will recognize the June
23 vote since it took place under
the authority of the
unrecognized 2003 constitution.

Suspicious financial dealings
also loomed large for Smith, but
apparently were of little concern
to the Cherokee voters. At least
two businesses operated by the
Cherokee Nation failed
miserably. One, GEG, remains
under investigation by the U.S.
Securities & Exchange
Commission because the
purchase price of the company
was so much greater than the
direct value of the stock.
According to reports to the
Council by the Cherokee Nation
Secretary Treasurer Callie
Catcher, the business has lost
the tribe nearly $6 million.

Another failed business was an
internet serviceprovider created
by Smith to servethe Tulsa area
and at presstime was closed and
had lost thetribe over $2 million.
At a debate in Tahlequah a few
days prior to the election Smith
claimed that he was reserving
the money from the Casinos as
“seed corn” to start new
businesses. Leeds countered
that theidea of usingtribal funds
to start new business was good
in theory, but Smith’s track
record showed nothing but
failure.

M eanwhile the programs of the
tribe designed to meet the needs
of impoverished Cherokees
continued to go under funded.
L eeds pointed out that the basic
needs programs, including
health care, were always out of
money and unable to help tribal
citizens, while top brass at the
Casino pay themselves huge
bonuses and the attempts at
business development continue
to hemorrhage money out of the
tribe's coffers.

Even Smith’s candidacy was
challenged and a lawsuit
remains pending in the
Cherokee Nation Supreme
Court concerning Smith’s
eligibility to run for and hold a
third term in office. The 1999

constitution imposes term
limits, limiting elected officials
to two consecutive terms. Smith
was just elected to a third
consecutive term.

Robin Mayes of Denton, Texas
filed an appeal to the Election
Commission challenging
Smith’s candidacy based on the
constitutional provision. In a3
to 2 decision the Election
Commission, controlled by
Smith appointees, voted to deny
the appeal and keep Smith on
the ballot.

Mayes appealed the decision to
the Supreme Court who twice
dismissed his case based on the
fact that he did not file the case
in a timely manner. According
to court documents Mayes' first
appeal was filed two days late.
However, Mayes countered that
he had not been given notice of
the Commission’s decision.
Commissioners agreed and
issued awritten noticeto Mayes.
He filed a second appeal, which
was also dismissed. The Court
stated that the appeal was still
untimely because Mayes had
received notice of the
Commission’s decision at the
meeting where the vote took
place.

Mayes has since filed a third
petition directly filing suit
against Smith and the Election
Commission in an attempt to get
the question answered. Mayes
said, “ At thispoint it isbecoming
increasingly apparent our courts
don’t want to answer thiscritical
guestion.” Several councilors
also have been elected to a third
term.

While his personal life did not
play large in this election,
guestions regarding Smith’s
second set of children by a
woman not his wife did arise at
several campaign venues.
Smith announced in a 1999
Muskogee Phoenix interview
that hehad an illicit relationship
with a woman outside his
marriage to Bobbie Gail Scott
Smith, which had produced not
one, but three children over a
long period of time. Sources
close to Smith say that his
desperation to keep the job of
Principal Chief is because he
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would beunableto moveintothe
political arena of the state and
federal government because of
his personal life.

Disgraced Washington, DC
lobbyist Jack Abramoff also
played a role in stirring up
controversy before the election.
Abramoff, now in prison for
various federal crimesincluding
influence peddling, gave a
sizeable donation to the Smith
for Chief campaign in 2003 after
the Cherokee Nation had given
Abramoff’s firm $120,000 for
lobbying. Various members of
the Department of the Interior
including high placed officials of
the BIA have been netted in the
ever widening scandal.

Sources in Washington state
that thefundsgiven to Abramoff
were meant to pay for
“lobbying” of the BIA and other
federal officials to try and
change the BIA position on the
Freedmen and the Delaware
tribe. Theofficial position of the
BIA on both had been that the
Freedmen wer eand continued to
be citizens of the Cherokee
Nation and the 2003 amendment
and constitution would not be
approved. The Delaware tribe
had been officially recognized by
the BIA as a federally
recognized tribe and Smith
sought areversal of that position
through Abramoff’s lobbying.

The Freedmen issue remains an
ongoing controversy, however
the Delawar e tribe, who enjoyed
a short period of federal
recognition and funding, were
stripped of their tribal status by
a ruling of the federal courts.
While a few Delaware-
Cherokees voted in the June 23
election, most refused to
participate, even though their
votes, number about 3,000 could
have ousted Smith.

For the first time in over two
decades, the Principal Chief may
have a super majority on the
Council. In this election 11
members of the Smith slate,
known as “Team Cherokee”
either retook their seats or
defeated opposition incumbents.
Runoff elections in Cherokee
and Adair County could give
Smith two more seats as Audra
Smoke Conner, a former
member of Team Cherokee and
weak councilor faces Tina Glory
Jordan, an independent
candidate. In Adair County
incumbent Jackie Bob Martin, a
member of Team Cherokee,
faces Jodi Fishinghawk, one of
the proponents of Smith’'s
petition to oust the Freedmen.

Should Smith garner one more
seat on the council, he will have
absolute control of all three
branches of the Cherokee
government. He has appointed
three of the four sitting justices
with one seat yet to befilled. He
will have at least a majority and
most likely a super majority on
the council and a slim majority
on the Election Commission. All
political appointees are his
including the office of Attorney
General, Marshal and Secretary
of Sate.

Chief Smith keeps telling us we
need to vote for his 2007 slate for
tribal councilors, so he can get
things done. They will work to-
gether asateam.

Sounds good, but is it constitu-
tional? It says that no branch of
government is to control ancther.
No one person is to control all
branches of government. If one
person has control of all three
branches of government it'sadic-
tatorship. Which iswhat we have
been working under for 31/2 years

already.

We have seen this date in action
over theselast 3 1/2 years. Tribal
councilorsvoting to approve an act
in committee. Then have Chief
Smith Veto's it, then his slate not
doing anything to overturn the
veto. Which amounts to doing
what the Chief wantseven when it
isagreat act of law. Their actions
are puppets, bought & paid for.

intribal jurisdiction areas. At the
end of that period, the secretary
of Housing and Urban
Development would report on
the program, with the expectation
that Congresswill act accordingly
to either maintain the program or
letitexpire, depending onitstrack
record.

The Cherokee-specific
amendment, offered by Rep.
Melvin Watt, D-N.C., reads as
follows: “No funds appropriated
under thishill shall be expended
for the benefit of the Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma until the
Secretary [of Housngand Urban
Development] shdl havecertified
to Congress that the Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma is in full
compliance with the Treaty of
1866 and fully recognizes all
Cherokee Freedmen and their
descendants as citizens of the
CherokeeNation.”

H.R. 3002 and its Cherokee-
specificamendment could goto
the floor for a vote of the full
House before the traditional
August recess of Congress,
beginning Aug. 3, according to
the anonymous staff member
guoted above.

At the previous committee
hearing, Wett expressed optimism
that talks between freedmen and
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma
representatives were entering a
phase that made resolution
conceivable without
congressiond action. OnJuly 27,
Corey Littleof hispressstaff said,
“The amendment suggests that
things have broken down to a
degree.”

Principa Chief of the Cherokee
Nation Chad Smith was in
Washington July 26. Heissued a
satement expressing thenation’s
disappointment with the
amendment.

“The Cherokee Nation hastaken
every step to bring thismatter to
ajust and equitablesolution, but
thefact remainsthat the Cherokee
Nationisbeingsingled out for an
enrollment policy that we share
with morethan 500 other Indian
tribes: you haveto havean Indian
ancestor on our baserollstobea
citizen. You haveto have Indian
ancestry tobeinan Indiantribe.

“Thisissue, whichiscurrently in
the courts, has never been about
race. Thousands of African-
Americans, including morethan
1,500 descendants of daves, are

These are main puppets from the
2003 dlate.
Meredith Frailey (6)
Jackie Bob Martin (2)
Cara Cowan Watts (7)
Buel Anglen (8)
Don Garyin (4)
Audra Smoke Conner (2)
* Jack 0. Baker (2)
* new At Large

Over these last 3 1/2 years, chief
smith met with theses slate mem-
bers outside of the tribal complex
to plan how, who and what was to
be presented at the tribal council
meetings. This could be that they
conspired; (to plan together se-
cretly.) tofollow Chief Smith's or-
ders. This may bein violation to
constitution.

Now wewill ssewhat thisnew date
will do. Work for the Cherokee
Peopleor for Chief Chad Smith.

Cherokee citizens because they
also have Indian ancestors. Our
fundamenta principleisthat you
haveto beanIndiantobeinan
Indian tribe. Even so, the
CherokeeNation currently dlows
citizenship to non-Indian
freedmen descendants pending
their tribal court appeals.

“Thisamendment hurtsthevery
people it claims to be helping,
becauseit deniesservicesto non-
Indian freedmen descendants,
who arecitizensof the Cherokee
Nationtoday, but will suffer dong
with Indian citizensif fundingis
cut. Cutting off access to this
program  only  denies
opportunitiesfor quality housing
tolow-incomecitizens, including
theelderly and handicapped. We
havefully complied withthe 1866
treaty and we'd like to see the
United Statescomply withit, too.”

Sincethefreedmenissuebegan
to draw international attention,
Smith hasnot publicly elaborated
in detail on the Cherokee
interpretation of the 1866 treaty.
But in Washington July 7, aspart
of theLiveEarth day fedtivitiesat
the National Museum of the
American Indian, herepeatedly
cautioned that thehistory of those
times, and of the Cherokee-
freedmen relationship, is too
complicated to be appreciated
properly through the prism of
race.

Rep. DianeWatson, D-Calif., a
member of the Congressional
Black Caucus and sponsor of a
separate bill to sever federal
relations with the Cherokee,
commended the committee’s
adoption of theWatt amendment.
In a prepared statement, she
termed the freedmen
disenrollment “a fundamental
injustice that must not go
unchecked.”

TheWatt amendment will not be
seen as* punishment enough” on
Capitol Hill, according to a
Washington professional of long
standing in Indian affairs, who
spokeon condition of anonymity
because of theracial sensitivity
surrounding thefreedmen issue.
In other words, Watson’smuch
harsher bill, H.R. 2824 in the
House, will not lose steam
because of theWatt amendment,
hesaid, adding, “They’reredly
mad about this, the CBC.”

TheNational Associationfor the
Advancement of Colored People
and the National Congress of
Black Women, in additionto 21
co-sponsorsinthe House, have
endorsed H.R. 2824. Among the
co-sponsors is Rep. John
Conyers, D-Mich., chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee.
Watson'shill iscurrently awaiting
action before the Judiciary
Committee.

5K Walk/Run for
Child Abuse !!

When: Sunday Oct 07, 2007
at 2:00 PM

Where:: Bricktown Area
Near W. Reno and S.W. 2nd
Oklahoma City, OK 73101
United Sates

Therewill bea5k runfor anyone
whoisinterested in running, and
therewill beafunwalk for any-
onewho can not runthat long.

Thosewhoarewillingtorunthere
will bechiptimedfor you guys.

Genegrd Event Information:

5k run to benefit Prevent Child
Abuse Oklahoma. $20.00 pre-
registered, $25 day of therace.

Pre-Regitration Feefor Runners
and Wakers. $20.00 Regidtration
must be postmarked no later than
September 17, 2007.

Raceday registration 11:00am -
1:00pm { $25.00} | ntersection of
EK Gaylord and Shields.

Racetime: 5k runbegins @ 2:00
pm.

1 milefunWak/Runfollowingthe
race.

Children: Childrenarewelcome!
Noregistrationfeefor children5
and under.

Strollers Allowed during funrury
wak

Pets: No pets

So please mark your calenders
andjoin usto run against child
abuse.

Questions: Please contact theor-
ganizer

Race Consultant & Coordinator:
Don Garrett

Event Coordinator: Teri Sigman
EventEmal:

kel seybriggswak@yahoo.com
Event Phone Number: 405-401-
1771

Orvistwww.kelseybriggsrun
againstchildabuse.com

15th Annual Coffeyville
gathering& IndianArt
Market.
April 18-9,2008
FreeAdmission
Youth and Adult Contests
For Morelnformation:
Kim Lay 620252 7135 or
VirginiaMiller 620-252-6426
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Busted for sdlling
methamphetamine
at Cherokee Casino

Read about it in our next issue.

EARN $$$ FROM HOME!

Tired of being broke and in debt? We are looking
for positive, motivated people!
Freetraining!

No start up fee!

BBB Company!

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS NATIONWIDE!
Call 1-888-870-4411 TODAY and visit
www.heysmellthis.com for moreinfo.
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