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Rep Needed for financial institute,Book
keeping needed to work as Part Time Help
Wanted and earn $6,000-$10,000.Age must
be 19 upward and does not need experinced
Email me for details. repdept47@gmail.com

JOB EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

JOB EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PART TIME JOB OFFER
AS SALES REPS!!!

Work at home,mailing Envelops or typing is
the potential to earn $700-$3,000 USD per-
week runing your own home business,Suitable
for anyone willing to commit 1 Hour 30
Minutes a day.Email
williamsm55@gmail.com for more pack
information about the terms and the cost
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As part of our expansion programmme, a small company
is looking for part time Work from home account
managers and sales representatives, it pays $2600 a month
plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please
contact us for more details . Requirements - Should be a
computer Literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet
weekly. Must be over 20yrs of age. Must be Efficient
and Dedicated. If you are interested and need more
information,Please send e-mail to
smith_david@gawab.com

Sequoyah High School Alumni

Annual Business

Meeting & Banquet

May 2, 3 & 4th, 2008

Tahlequah, Oklahoma

Call your Classmates & come to visit at this

Annual Reunion.
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The Cherokee leader Major Ridge
is primarily known for signing the
Treaty of New Echota (1835),
which led to the Trail of Tears. Be-
fore this tragic period in Cherokee
history, however, he was one of the
most prominent leaders of the
Cherokee nation.

Major Major Ridge
Ridge was born in the early 1770s
in Tennessee. His Cherokee name,
Kah-nung-da-tla-geh, means "the
man who walks on the
mountaintop." Englishmen called
him "The Ridge." He was brought
up as a traditional hunter and war-
rior, resisting white encroachment
on Cherokee lands. He married a
fellow Cherokee, Susanna Wickett,
in the early 1790s, and they moved
to Pine Log, in present-day Bartow
County.

As a result of U.S. president George
Washington's "civilization" policy
for Native Americans, the govern-
ment agent Benjamin Hawkins pro-
vided The Ridge with new farm
implements and Susanna with a
spinning wheel and loom, so that
the young couple could learn
"white" ways of working. (Tradi-
tionally, Cherokee women farmed,
and the men hunted, fished, con-
ducted politics, and fought wars.)
With his military experience and bril-
liant command of the Cherokee lan-
guage, The Ridge soon became a
successful politician. Purchasing
African slaves to work as field la-
borers enabled the Ridge family to
enlarge their agricultural production
to plantation status.

When the War of 1812 (1812-15)
began, The Ridge joined General
Andrew Jackson's forces in fight-
ing the Creeks and the British in
Alabama. For his heroic leadership
at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend,
The Ridge received the title of ma-
jor, which he subsequently used as
his first name.

After the war, the Ridge family es-
tablished a plantation on the
Oostanaula River in present-day
Rome. With his friend and neigh-
bor John Ross, Ridge helped estab-
lish a Cherokee Nation with three
branches of government in 1827.
He served as counselor, and Ross
became principal chief, the equiva-
lent of president.

Believing that they had succeeded
in the "civilization" process by es-
tablishing a government on a U.S.
model, Cherokees like the Ridges
were shocked when the U.S. Con-
gress passed the Indian Removal Bill
of 1830 and Georgia implemented
a lottery to dispense Cherokee lands
shortly thereafter. As Georgians be-
gan to move illegally into the Chero-
kees' houses, businesses, and plan-
tations, often by force, Ridge be-
came convinced that either warfare
or negotiation with the U.S. gov-
ernment must proceed. He became
a leader of the Treaty Party, which
favored removal to Indian Territory
west of the Mississippi River (in
present-day Oklahoma), in ex-
change for financial compensation

of $5 million to the Cherokees. He
and a minority of Cherokees signed
the Treaty of New Echota in De-
cember 1835 without authorization
from Ross or the Cherokee govern-
ment. The illegal treaty was then
signed by President Jackson and
passed by one vote in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

The Ridge family and others vol-
untarily moved west, but Principal
Chief Ross and opponents of the
treaty fought its implementation.
They failed, and Cherokee removal
was forced by the military. Because
of harsh weather conditions, more
than 4,000 Cherokees died during
the 1838-39 winter on the "trail
where they cried," commonly
known as the Trail of Tears. On
June 22, 1839, in retaliation for
Ridge's part in this tragedy, some
of Ross's supporters ambushed and
killed Ridge on his way into town
from his plantation on Honey Creek
in Indian Territory. His assailants
were never officially identified or
prosecuted.

Ridge's grandson John Rollin Ridge
would be known as the first Native
American novelist.

Suggested Reading
Litton, eds., Cherokee Cavaliers:
Forty Years of Cherokee History as
Told in the Correspondence of the
Ridge-Watie-Boudinot Family
(Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1995).

Gary E. Moulton, John Ross,
Cherokee Chief (Athens: University
of Georgia Press, 1978).

Thurman Wilkins, Cherokee Trag-
edy: The Ridge Family and the Deci-
mation of a People, 2d ed., rev.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1986)
Alice Taylor-Colbert, Shorter Col-
lege

Major Ridge along with Elias
Boudinot and John Ridge were ex-
ecuted for signing the illegal re-
moval treaty in 1835.

I cannot imagine why the Chero-
kee Nation of Oklahoma's tribal gov-
ernment would have a scholarship
under his name..Major Ridge and
the others deserved to be executed
for signing the removal treaty and
they knew it.

Major Ridge said he was signing his
death warrant when he penned his
name to the illegal removal treaty.
He knew the majority of the Chero-
kee people did not want to leave our
ancestral homes in the east.

This is one of the men who forced
our people to walk to Indian terri-
tory in the dead of winter..

The CNO leadership should have
started a scholarship for Chief John
Ross who was our greatest
chief...no one has come close to his
leadership skills..no one.

mjs

Major Ridge (ca. 1771-1839)

PET  FOR SALE
English Bulldog, males and Females, Picture
available, 9 weeks old, $550.00 (with ship-
ping) I can ship to anywhere in the United
States.  Email me at; ashley_cole@live.com

918-456-6485

About Andy Wells of Wells Technology
President and CEO of Wells Technology, Andy Wells, takes pride in produc-
ing high quality products, using the latest in machine capabilities and technol-
ogy. Mr. Wells, a member of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, in Bemidji,
Minnesota, produces a variety of products for the aerospace, electronic, food,
medical and defense industries.

The Business Owner of the Year award is presented to a business
owned and operated by an American Indian(s) who demonstrates good “cor-
porate citizenship” in the community. Mr. Wells started an apprenticeship
program called Wells Academy is a non-profit apprenticeship program con-
nected to Wells Technology. It is geared toward providing young members of
the tribe with job training in manufacturing.

About Muskogee Metalworks
A subsidiary of Creek Indian Enterprises, the economic development arm of
the Poarch Creek Indians, Muskogee Metalworks is this year’s recipient of the
Tribal Enterprise of the Year award for its outstanding service, growth and
business in Indian Country. Operating for nearly 20 years, Muskogee
Metalworks’ primary business is designing and manufacturing metal fabri-
cated hardware, but also offers a variety of services such as electronics, ware-
housing and engineering.

About GenMari Creations
Sisters Genevieve and Marita Growingthunder founded GenMari Creations in
2006. Early last year, the girls began to diversify their product base from cook-
ies to handcrafted specialty items such as beadwork, jewelry and ornaments.
With the assistance of the Graywolf Trading Company and a manufacturer in
Minneapolis, MN, the girls developed Native American style clothing for dolls
including a specialty toy, the “Powwow Bear.”

Both girls reside in Polson Montana on the Flathead Indian Reserva-
tion. Their partnership in business is a natural nexus. Genevieve, a student at
Polson Middle School became interested in business in the fourth grade after
participating in an entrepreneurial introduction program, the Cherry Valley
Town Square. Marita, a student at Linderman Elementary, has been sketching
designs since she was five years old and has been developing the business
plan for the company.

If you are a member of the media requesting access to the conference
and/or would like to schedule interviews with the award winners, please con-
tact Melissa Wenzel (602) 357-4701 or Melissa@ams-companies.com

For more information about the event, visit www.ncaied.org.
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RES 2008 AWARDS ANNOUNCED

Awards Recognizes Outstanding Native Businesses, Entrepreneurs

Northeastern Tribal Health
System

Miami, Oklahoma
2301 Eight Tribes Trail

Monday – Friday 8am-4pm

“Improving Native Health Care for YOU”
Please call us for your health care needs at the

following numbers:
Medical Appointments (918) 675-2074
Dental Appointments (918) 675-2016
Pharmacy Refill line (918) 675-2071
Diabetes Department & (918) 675-2044
Wellness Center
Contract Health Services  (918) 675-2056
Optometry (918) 675-2017

NTHS is closed on weekends, Federal Holidays,
and the 1st Friday morning of each month.  If you
have a medical emergency when this facility is
closed, patients may go to the Claremore Indian
Hospital where an emergency room is open
continuously.  The hospital is located at 101 South
Moore Street, Claremore, Oklahoma.  The
hospital phone number is (918) 342-6200.

NTHS is accredited by the Accreditation
Association for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc.
(AAAHC)

ADVERTISE IN THE
CHEROKEE OBSERVER

Dick Tulane Productions has
several new videos on YouTube
about the CNO Landfill

http://uk.youtube.com/user/
DickTulane


