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Major Ridge (ca. 1771-1839)

The Cherokee leader Major Ridﬂe
is prlmarllty known for signing the
Treaty of New Echota (1835),
which'led to the Trail of Tears. Be-
fore this tragic period in Cherokee
history, however, he was one of the
most prominent leaders of the
Cherokee nation.
) Malt?r Major Ridge

Ridge was born in the early 1770s
in Tennessee. His Cherokee name,
Kah-nung-da-tla-geh, means "the
man who walks on the
mountaintop.” Englishmen called
him "The Ridge." He was brought
up as a traditional hunter and war-
rior, resisting white encroachment
on Cherokee lands. He married a
fellow Cherokee, Susanna Wickett,
in the early 1790s, and they moved
to Pine Log, in present-day Bartow
County.

Asaresult of U.S. president George
Washington's "civilization" policy
for Native Americans, the govern-
ment an_:f_ent Benjamin Hawkins pro-
vided The Ridge with new farm
implements and Susanna with a
Sﬁlnnmg wheel and loom, so that
the young couple could learn
"white" ways of working. (Tradi-
tionally, Cherokee women farmed,
and the men hunted, fished, con-
ducted politics, and fought wars.)
With hismilitary experienceand bril-
liant command of the Cherokee lan-
guage, The Ridge soon became a
successful politician. Purchasing
African slaves to work as field la-
borers enabled the R|da?e family to
enlargetheir agricultural production
to plantation status.

When the War of 1812 (1812-15
began, The Rid e#om Gener
Andrew Jackson's forces in fight-
ing the Creeks and the British in
Alabama. For his heroic |eadershi
at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend,
The Ridge received the title of ma-
or, which he subsequently used as
is first name.

After the war, the Ridge family es-
tablished a plantation on the
Oostanaula River in J:)resent-.day
Rome. With his friend and neigh-
bor John Ross, Ridge helped estab-
lish a Cherokee Nation with three
branches of government in 1827.
He served as counselor, and Ross
became principal chief, the equiva-
lent of president.

Believing that they had succeeded
in the "civilization" process by es-
tablishing a government on a U.S.
model, Cherokees like the Ridges
were shocked when the U.S. Con-
gress passed the Indian Removal Bill
of 1830 and Georgia implemented
alottery to dispense Cherokee lands
shortly thereafter. As Georgians be-
Ean to moveillegally into the Chero-

ees houses, businesses, and plan-
tations, often by force, Ridge be-
came convinced that either warfare
or negotiation with the U.S. gov-
ernment must proceed. He became
a leader of the Treaty Party, which
favored removal to Indian Territory
west of the Mississippi River (in
present-day Oklahoma), in ex-
change for financial compensation

of $5 million to the Cherokees. He
and aminority of Cherokees signed
the Treaty of New Echota in De-
cember 1835 without authorization
from Ross or the Cherokee govern-
ment. The illegal treaty was then
signed by President Jackson and
passed by one vote in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

The Ridge family and others vol-
untarily moved west, but Principal
Chief Ross and opponents of the
treaty f_ogght its implementation.
They failed, and Cherokee removal
was forced by the military. Because
of harsh weather conditions, more
than 4,000 Cherokees died durin
the 1838-39 winter on the "trai
where they cried," commonly
known as the Trail of Tears. On
June 22, 1839, in retaliation for
Ridge's part in this tra%ed , some
of Ross's supporters ambushed and
killed Ridge on his Wﬁ/ into town
from his plantation on Honey Creek
in Indian Territory. His assailants
were never officially identified or
prosecuted.

Ridge's grandson John Rollin Ridge
would be known as the first Native
American novelist. )
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Major Ridge along with Elias
Boudinot and John Ridge were ex-
ecuted for sgnln% the'illegal re-
moval treaty in 1835

| cannot imagine why the Chero-
kee Nation of Oklahoma'stribal gov-
ernment would have a scholarship
under his name..Major Ridge and
the others deserved to be executed
for signing the removal treaty and
they knew it.

Major Ridge said he was signing his
death warrant when he penned his
name to the illegal removal treaty.
He knew the majority of the Chero-
kee people did not want to |eave our
ancestral homes in the east.

This is one of the men who forced
our people to walk to Indian terri-
tory in the dead of winter..

The CNO l|eadership should have
started a scholarship for Chief John
Ross who was our greatest
chief...no one has come close to his
leadership skills..no one.
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Northeastern Tribal Health
System
Miami, Oklahoma
2301 Eight Tribes Trail
Monday - Friday 8am-4pm

“Improving NativeHealth Carefor YOU”
Please call usfor your health careneedsat the
followingnumbers:

M edical Appointments (918) 675-2074
Dental Appointments (918) 675-2016
Phar macy Réefill line (918) 675-2071
Diabetes Department & (918) 675-2044
Wellness Center

Contract Health Services (918) 675-2056
Optometry (918) 675-2017

NTHS is closed on weekends, Federal Holidays,
and the 1¥ Friday mor ning of each month. 1f you
have a medical emergency when this facility is
closed, patients may go to the Claremore Indian
Hospital where an emergency room is open
continuoudly. Thehospital islocated at 101 South
Moore Street, Claremore, Oklahoma. The

hospital phone number is(918) 342-6200.

NTHSisaccredited by theAccreditation
Association for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc.
(AAAHC)

PART TIME JOB OFFER
AS SALES REPS!!
Work at home,mailing Envelops or typing is
the potential to earn $700-$3,000 USD per-
week runing your own home business,Suitable
for anyone willing to commit 1 Hour 30
Minutes a day.Email
williamsm55@gmail.com for more pack
information about the terms and the cost

continued from page 1

RES2008AWARDSANNOUNCED
Awar dsRecognizes Outstanding Native Businesses, Entrepreneur s

About Andy Wellsof Wells Technology
President and CEO of Wells Technology, Andy Wells, takes pridein produc-
ing high quality products, using thelatest in machine capabilities and technol-
ogy. Mr. Wells, amember of the Red L ake Band of Chippewalndians, in Bemidiji,
Minnesota, producesavariety of productsfor the aerospace, electronic, food,
medical and defenseindustries.

The Business Owner of the Year award is presented to a business
owned and operated by an American Indian(s) who demonstrates good “ cor-
porate citizenship” in the community. Mr. Wells started an apprenticeship
program called Wells Academy is a non-profit apprenticeship program con-
nected to Wells Technology. It isgeared toward providing young members of
thetribewith job training in manufacturing.

About MuskogeeM etalworks
A subsidiary of Creek Indian Enterprises, the economic development arm of
the Poarch Creek Indians, Muskogee Metalworksisthisyear’srecipient of the
Tribal Enterprise of the Year award for its outstanding service, growth and
business in Indian Country. Operating for nearly 20 years, Muskogee
Metalworks' primary business is designing and manufacturing metal fabri-
cated hardware, but also offersavariety of servicessuch aselectronics, ware-
housing and engineering.
About GenMari Creations

Sisters Genevieve and Marita Growingthunder founded GenMari Creationsin
2006. Early last year, the girlsbegan to diversify their product base from cook-
iesto handcrafted specialty items such as beadwork, jewelry and ornaments.
With the assistance of the Graywolf Trading Company and amanufacturer in
Minneapolis, MN, thegirlsdevel oped Native American style clothing for dolls
including aspecialty toy, the*“ Powwow Bear.”

Both girlsresidein Polson Montanaon the Flathead Indian Reserva-
tion. Their partnership in businessisanatural nexus. Genevieve, astudent at
Polson Middle School becameinterested in businessin the fourth grade after
participating in an entrepreneurial introduction program, the Cherry Valley
Town Square. Marita, astudent at Linderman Elementary, has been sketching
designs since she was five years old and has been developing the business
plan for the company.

If you areamember of the mediarequesting accessto the conference
and/or would like to schedul e interviewswith the award winners, please con-
tact MelissaWenzel (602) 357-4701 or M elissa@ams-companies.com

For moreinformation about the event, visit www.ncaied.org.

Dick Tulane Productions has
severa new videoson YouTube
about the CNO Landfill
http://uk.youtube.com/user/
DickTulane

0308-co

JOBEMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Aspart of our expansion programmme, asmall company
is looking for part time Work from home account
managers and salesrepresentatives, it pays $2600 amonth
plus benefits and takes only little of your time. Please
contact usfor more details . Requirements - Should be a
computer Literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet
weekly. Must be over 20yrs of age. Must be Efficient
and Dedicated. If you are interested and need more
information,Please send e-mail to
smith_david@gawab.com 0308-co

Sequoyah High School Alumni

Annual Business

Meeting & Banquet
May 2, 3 & 4th, 2008
Tahlequah, Oklahoma
Call your Classmates & cometo visit at this

Annua Reunion.

AN IDENTITY IS STOLEN

=VERY 3 SECONDS.

ARE YOU PROTECTED?

I’'m Todd Davis, CEO of LifeLock and 457-55-5462 is my real
social security number*

PET FOR SALE
English Bulldog, males and Females, Picture
available, 9 weeks old, $550.00 (with ship-

ping) | can ship to anywhere in the United
States. Email me at; ashley_cole@live.com

918-456-6485 0308-c0-2-2

JOB EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Rep Needed for financial institute,Book
keeping needed to work as Part Time Help
Wanted and earn $6,000-$10,000.Age must
be 19 upward and does not need experinced

Email mefor details. repdeptd7@gmail.com
0308-co

The Cherokee Observer welcomes letterstothe Editor. All let-
tersmust besigned and includethewriter'saddress. L ettersmay
beedited for spaceand or libelouscontent. Namesmay bewith-
held upon request. Letterswill be published as space permits.
Lettersto the Editor expressthe views of thewriter and donot

necessarily reflect the view of the Cherokee Observer. 0308
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| give it out just to prove how safe your identity
is with LifeLock.

LifeLock, the industry leader in proactive identity
theft protection, works to help stop identity
theft before it happens. We take proven steps
to help prevent identity thieves from destroying

your credit and ruining your good name, and we
back our service with a $1 million total service
guarantee. |I'm so confident in LifeLock's ability
to protect my identity | publish my social
security number. To give you that same level of
confidence and peace of mind, I'd like to give
you LifeLock for 30 days, absolutely free.

Here’s what you’re getting with LifeLock:

+ Proactive Identity Theft Protection
+ Reduced Junk Mail and Credit Card Offers
+ Request Free Annual Credit Reports

+ WalletLock™ - Help replacing the contents
of a lost wallet**
+ 51 Million Total Service Guarantee

30 DAYS FREE
CALL 800-926-3715

O

LifeLock.

Guarantee Your Good Name

* Never share your social secunity number unnecessarily. * *Pictures, cash and other monies are excluded.
No payment, no obligation for 30 days. After 30 days your credit card will automatically be billed,
You can cancel at any time without penalty.




