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Cherokeein a Battle of Survival

upon the host until the host is either
dead or the parasite dies. Gene Stipe
isagood example of thisform of po-
litical parasitism. Chad Smith is an-
other.

Characterizationsthat tend to be broad
and all encompassing usually are
more wrong than right, particularly
when they are based on assumption
rather than real research. In discus-
sions of the Cherokee want to be that
left our Nation for what ever reason
and now clamor for a space at our
table | class as runoffs.

My characterization of the runoffsis
based on research of the particular
families who now constitute avoice,
abeit a weak one, for enrollment of
authentic Cherokees descendants
with no ancestorson the DawesRolls.

Itiseasy to usethe horrific events of
our history to justify citizens of our
Nation taking their leave. But does
that really apply? Every wannabe I've
ever talked to said their ancestors hid
out from the Dawes Commission or
escaped the Trail of Tears. Every au-
thentic Cherokee descendant | have
talked to have a very different story
and | might add a much more plau-
sible one.

Those Cherokees citizens who aban-
doned the Nation, first knew the law.
They wereawarethat by leaving, they
weregiving up their Cherokee nation-
ality. | havefound through my exten-
siveresearch that those Cherokeesdid
not leave the Nation during times of
extreme people. Most of the Chero-
keeswholeft for Californiainthe1840s
did because of greed. They were seek-
ing gold. Barbara Hildebrand
Longknifewent to Californiawith her
alcohalic husband William Longknife,
who abused her. She then went on to
Hawaii without himto work asamis-
sionary to the Cherokees. The
Murrells, descendants of the Ross
family and former owners of the fa-
mous Hunter'sHome (Murrell Home)
at Park Hill, moved to Louisiana to
work in the oil industry. John Rollin
Ridge moved to San Diegotowork in
journalism. Harriett Bean moved to
Kilgore, Texas with her husband to
manage a ranch they had purchased
in 1840. Some of the Texas Cherokees
lived among the Absentee Shawnees
and Caddos, having intermarried
among thosetribes. Some Cherokees
chose to remain in the eastern states
while their brethren were being
rounded up and moved west on the
Trail of Tears. They didn't pass for
white, or hide out. They simply took
advantage of aprovisioninthe Treaty
of New Echota that allowed Chero-
keesto remain and become citizens of
the state of their residence. You can
see their names listed on the 1851
Chapman Rall and they and their de-
scendants appear again on the 1909
Miller Rall.

While there is some evidence of de-
sertionsfrom the contingencies mov-
ing west on the Trail of Tears, the
numbers are very low. There is evi-
dence that those deserters returned
totheir homesin the east, sought pro-
tection under the terms of the Treaty
and remained there as citizens of the
states; or they joined the Eastern
Cherokees who were never asked to
leave (read the book, The Eastern
Cherokees, by Finger). The numbers
of deserters, however, are extremely
low and could never account for the
number of wannabeswho claim their
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ancestors "jumped off the Trail ."

Regarding the Old Settlers, it isim-
portant to understand that they were
not a homogenous group of Chero-
kees. They actually were constituted
of at least three separate and distinct
groups. Thefirst group of Cherokees
to exit the Nation werethe K eetoowah
Cherokees. They had been pacifists
and refused to fight against theAmeri-
cans. They preached peace and are-
turn to the traditional ways of the
Cherokees that would sweep away
the Americans. The second group of
Cherokeesto leave the Cherokee Na-
tion and move west were the
Chickamauga Cherokees. They had
fought a valiant war against the
Americans for over 30 years. When
they were finally defeated following
the death of their war chief The
Bench, they began moving west and
settling in the areaaround the present
Russellville, Arkansas. They joined
the Chickamaugas to found a full
blood Cherokee community. Thethird
group of Cherokees to join the Old
Settlers were mixed bloods who be-
gantrickling west after selling off their
land holdings in the East. Most of
them came west after the Western
Cherokee Nation (Old Settlers) had
been removed from Arkansas to In-
dian Territory in 1828. The Texas
Cherokees, under the leadership of
TheBowl, were

Chickamauga Cherokees who were
dissatisfied with the boundaries of the
Arkansas reservation, which did not
include their village. They lived in
Texasfor about 10 years, but were ei-
ther killed off, |eft with other tribes, or
came up to Indian Territory to regjoin
their Old Settler brethren.

While it is possible that someone
could point to their ancestor leaving
the Cherokee Nation during atime of
duress, the more likely and logical
view of those peopleisthat they left
the Cherokee Nation voluntarily to
find what they viewed to be a better
life away from their Cherokee breth-
ren. Our ancestors held on, their an-
cestorslet go. I'm sorry, but | have no
sympathy for them. Thereis NOTH-
ING special about having Cherokee
blood, to believethat isracism. What
makes us specia is that our ances-
torsstayed, we stayed and thisisOUR
Nation, and built what we Cherokee
Indians point to with pride as the
Golden Era of the Cherokee Nation
1846-1859.

The indigenous governments of the
United States, i.e. the Cherokee Na-
tion, Seminole Nation, Creek Nation,
et al, are constantly under attack. The
foundations of attack against our
governments is based almost solely
upon economic foundations.

The earliest colonizers fought wars
withthetribesin effortstowrest land
from our grip and passit on to white
colonizer. The culmination of this ef-
fort was the allotment scheme made
notorious by Senator Henry Dawes
in hisGeneral Allotment Act.

Whileoriginally exempted from allot-
ment, the Cherokeeswere finally ex-
posed to the exploitive process that
divested the whole Cherokee people
of nearly seven million acres of land.

by David Cornsilk
http://www.opednews.com
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Congress seeks BIA freedmen clarification
By JM MY ERSWorld Washington Bureau - 3/19/2008

Others at that meeting included
Reps. John Conyers, D-Mich.,
chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee; Barney Frank, D-
Mass., chairman of the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee; and
Mel Watt, D-N.C., a key player
ontheissuefor the Congressional
Black Caucus.

Watson said aletter will be sent to
Artman to get his responses in
writing.

Frank and Conyers did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

Nedra Darling, a spokes woman
for Artman, confirmed that the
meeting with the four lawmakers
took place but said some of the
issues raised by the lawmakers
should be addressed by the Chero-
kee Nation.

On the issue involving the Semi-
noleNation, Darling said that tribe
sued the BIA over the freedmen
descendantsissue and did not have
its own court system, unlike the
Cherokee Nation.

"There lies the difference," she
said.

Last year, Artman said an 1866
treaty between the U.S. and the
Cherokee Nation affirmed the citi-
zenship rights of the freedmen,
adding that the government would
consider taking the tribe to court
to make sure it lives up to that
treaty.

Mike Miller, a spokesman for the
Cherokee Nation, issued com-
ments Tuesday offering assur-
ances again that the 2,867 freed-
men descendants who were rein-
stated last year pending the out-
comeof ongoing litigation continue

Congress members
meet with BIA director
about Cherokee Nation

freedmen issue
By The Associated Press

TULSA, Okla. -- Members of Con-
gress plan to send a letter to the di-
rector of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
seeking clarification on the status of
the Cherokee Nation freedmen de-
scendants and why the agency has
not done moreto end the controversy.

Four lawmakers, including U.S. Rep.
DianeWatson, met last week with BIA
director Carl Artman.

Watson, D-Calif., has been the most
vocal congressional critic of the
Cherokee Nation and its efforts to
deny citizenship to descendants of
former slaves. She said the tribe and
the BIA need more oversight on the
issue and told the Tulsa World's
Washington bureau that she is con-
cerned the freedmen descendants are
being treated as temporary members
of thetribe.

They are not being issued cards they
could use to receive certain benefits,
she said.

"Fromwhat | understand they haven't
issued one," Watson said.

A tribe spokesman said the descen-
dants still have access to services.

Another issue raised at last week's
meeting with Artman involved what
some see as different approaches by
the BIA on the issue with the Chero-
kee and Seminole nations.

Watson has introduced legislation to
strip the Cherokee Nation of its fed-
era funding to get thetribeto giveup
on itseffortsto rescind citizenship of
the freedmen descendants.

Last year, nearly 77 percent of Chero-
kee voters decided in a special elec-
tion to amend the nation's constitu-
tion to remove the freedmen descen-
dants and other non-Indians from
tribal rolls.

Critics of the vote, however, noted
that only 9,000 of the tribe's 270,000
membership cast ballots.

Reps. John Conyers, D-Mich., chair-
man of the House Judiciary Commit-
tee; Barney Frank, D-Mass., chairman
of the House Financial Services Com-
mittee; and Mel Watt, D-N.C., akey
player on the issue for the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, a so attended the
meeting with Artman.

Nedra Darling, a spokeswoman for
Artman, confirmed that the meeting
with thefour lawmakerstook place but
said some of the issues raised by the
lawmakers should be addressed by
the Cherokee Nation.

Asfor the Seminole Nation, Darling
said that tribe sued the BIA over the
freedmen descendants issue and did
not haveits own court system, unlike
the Cherokee Nation.

L ast year, Artman said an 1866 treaty
between the United States and the
Cherokee Nation affirmed the citizen-
ship rights of the freedmen, adding
that the government would consider
taking the tribe to court to make sure
it lives up to that treaty.

Cherokee Nation spokesman Mike
Miller said the 2,867 freedmen descen-
dants who were reinstated last year
pending the outcome of ongoing liti-
gation continueto receive health care
and other services. They also have
theright to vote, Miller said.

"CDIB cardsaregivenout by theU.S.
government,” he said. "Only people
who can show documentation of de-
greesof Indian blood can receivethem
by federal law."

to receive hedth care and other
services provided to tribal mem-
bers. They also have the right to
vote, Miller said.

"CDIB cards are given out by the
U.S. government,” he said. "Only
people who can show documen-
tation of degrees of Indian blood
can receive them by federal law."

Miller also urged Congress mem-
bers to avoid a rush to judgment
based on misinformation.

"Weareadiverseand opentribe,"
he said. "We have thousands of
African-Americansand morethan
1,500 descendants of former
daves who are citizens."

Jim Myers(202) 484-1424

Response to Can anyone open
this file CNO Fiscal Year Ended
September 30, 2007

I was sent an
interpretation from an
accounting student, from
aprestigious college...

The message:

“The assets of the Nation’s
governmental activities exceeded
liabilities at September 30, 2007
by $164 million, which is stated as
net assets.”

On December 10, 2007, CNE was
notified by Bank of America that
the Portfolio had been closed.
CNE's balance in the Portfolio on
the date of the closing was
approximately $84.8 million. As a
result of the closing, investors in
the Portfolio, including CNE,
cannot make further investments
into the Portfolio and cannot
request an immediate cash
distribution of their position in the
Portfolio. Investors, including CNE,
have the option of taking a pro-rata
distribution or allowing Columbia to
liquidate the assets of the Portfolio
and distribute proceeds to
investors. As of the date of this
report, CNB and CNE
management has elected to
remain in the Portfolio. A
substantial portion of the Portfolio
is expected to be distributed to
CNE within the next 12 months.

Columbia has informed CNE that
there is a potential for loss of
principal upon the sale of certain
securities, which Columbia
estimates should not exceed 2%
of the Portfolio balance. In January
2008, after the closing of the
Portfolio, CNE received
distributions of principal totaling
approximately $26.3 million and
has incurred losses on the
distributions totaling approximately
$348,000 (1.3% of the distributed
value).

At January 3 In, 2008, CNE
recorded an additional loss of
$858,001 to adjust the Portfolio
balance to its estimated fair value
on that date.
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L awmakerspress
Artman on

Freedmen issues

The tribe has enrolled about 2,800
Freedmen descendants. But they face
removal pending atribal court ruling
ontheir citizenship.

The Seminole Nation has enrolled
some Freedmen aswell. But some say
they aren't receiving services afforded
to other tribal members.

Watson issponsoring abill to cut fed-
eral fundsto the Cherokee Nation, as
well asany other tribe, unlessthetribe
Freedmen stay enrolled. Conyers, as
chairman of theHouse Judiciary Com-
mittee, and Frank, as chairman of the
House Financial Services Committee,
have used their positions to pressure
thetribe.

Watt isaformer chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, whose mem-
bers oppose disenfranchisement of
the Freedmen.

FRY BREAD

3 cups all-purpose flour
* 1-1/2 teaspoons baking
powder
* pinch of salt
* 1-1/3 cups warm water
* vegetable oil for frying
* honey

Combine the flour, baking pow-
der and salt.

Add the water and knead the
dough until soft.

Roll the dough out on a lightly
floured board until /4" thick.
Cut out 4" rounds.

Heat 1"-2" of oil in a saucepan.
Fry the bread until puffed.

Turn bread when edges are
brown and continue cooking til
brown..

Serve with honey.

FEBRUARY 2000, Problemswith the 99 Revi-
sion of the 75 Swimmer supposed Constitution!

Since our last report in September of
1999, the Constitution Convention
Commission has been working dili-
gently to secure approval of the re-
vised constitution adopted by the
delegates from the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. After nine months of review
by two separate field offices, the
Solicitor'soffice, and several internal
levels in the Washington central of-
fice, the Commission was successful
inreceiving apreliminary responseon
December 7, 1999. Much to our dis-
appointment, the Bureau granted no
approval of the revised constitution
as we had hoped, but instead fur-
nished the Commission with alist of
concernswhich the Bureau feelsneed
to be addressed before approval will
be considered. The Bureau catego-
rized itsreview of the document into
two sections: (1) Articles in need of
change, and (2) Articles where
changes are recommended. Listed
below is a summary of the areas the
Bureau feels need to be changed:

1. Articlell - Territorial Jurisdiction:
TheBureauisrequiring averification
of the territorial jurisdiction bound-
aries articulated in Article Il by the
Field Salicitor's office prior to final
approval.

2.Articlelll - Bill of Rights: The Bu-
reau feelsthat this section omits"im-
portant provisions' of 25U.S.C. 81302
(thelndian Civil RightsAct) but does
not articulate the elementsit feelsare
missing.

3.ArticlelV - Section 1 - Citizenship:
The Bureau feels that changing the
term "member" to "citizen" causes
confusion. In addition, with respect
to the paragraph recognizing the sov-
ereign rights of the Cherokee,
Shawnee, and the Delaware Chero-
kees, the Bureau asserts the proviso
in the second sentence of the provi-
sion is ambiguous and should be
stricken.

4. ArticleVI - Legidative - Section 3:
The Bureau is of the opinion that our
constitution cannot preclude Freed-
men Cherokeefrom voting or holding
office. In addition, the Bureau feels
the constitution does not adequately
address:

(1) When the first election of the 17
Council membersisto take place;

(2) How staggered termswill beimple-
mented; and,

(3) How theincreasein the number of
Council membersfrom 15to 17 will be
handled.

Article VI - Legidlative - Section 7:
Relying on language found in Section
28 of theAct of April 26, 1906, 34 Stat.
137, (the Five Civilized TribesAct),
the Bureau hastaken the position that
Secretarial approval of al acts, ordi-
nances, or resolutions of the Tribal
Council (except resolutions of ad-
journment) must be required and of-
fered the following substitution lan-

guage:

"The Council shall havethe power to
establish laws which it shall deem
necessary and proper for the good of
the Nation, which shall not be con-
trary to the provisions of this Consti-
tution or Federal law and shall be ap-

proved by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior asrequired by Federal law."

In addition to these requirements, the
Bureau also set forth a number of ar-
ticleswhereiit felt changes would be
recommended:

1.ArticleVI - Legidature- Section 10:
TheBureau feelsthat theoriginal lan-
guage of "No enactment shall become
alaw after final adjournment of Coun-
cil unless approved by the Principal
Chief within 15 days after such ad-
journment™ should be reinserted.

2. ArticleVII - Executive- Section 14:
The Bureau recommendsthis Section
be changed to incorporate require-
ments of qualification background
checksfor tribal law enforcement of -
ficers and recommended the follow-
ing language:

"subject to a favorable background
and criminal history report processed
by a properly designated adjudicat-
ing official of the Cherokee Nation"
to be added to the second sentence.

The Bureau a so recommended insert-
ing "properly trained and commis-
sioned law enforcement” before "of -
ficers' in the second sentence.

3.Articlel X - Election - Section 3: The
Bureau recommendsinserting thefol-
lowing language:

"All adult citizens of the Cherokeeciti-
zensof the Cherokee Nation, eighteen
years of age or older on election day,
shall havetheright to votein general
and special elections in accordance
with voting registration requirements
and procedures as may be enacted by
the legislation."

4. ArticleXV - Initiative, Referendum,
and Amendment: The Bureau recom-
mends that language be reinserted in
Section 10 of Article XV, requiring
approval by the President of the
United Statesor hisauthorized repre-
sentative for future amendments or
new constitutions to become effec-
tive.

On December 14, thePrincipal Chief's
officereceived an official copy of the
Bureau's response, issued through
the Eastern OklahomaRegiona Office
(Muskogee Area Office), which in-
cluded the technical reviews con-
ducted by the various field offices
involved. The content of the official
letter was unchanged from the pre-
liminary response outlined above.

Meeting with BIA. In response to
these recommendations and require-
ments Principal Chief Chad Smith ar-
ranged ameeting with Assistant Sec-
retary Kevin Gover in Washington
D.C. to seek clarification and discus-
sion of theseissues. On December 17,
1999, a meeting was conducted in
Washington D.C. with Assistant Sec-
retary Gover and staff members, Com-
mission Officers, the Principal Chief
and other interested tribal officials
and invitees attending. Discussions
principally focused on the Bureau's
requirementsinvolving the Freedmen
issue and Secretarial approval of tribal
legislative enactments. Chief Smith
requested that these two requirements
be reconsidered and withdrawn by
the Assistant Secretary, which he

moretocome.....

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.

o ull Flavor
oLight

oltra Light
oMenthol
oMenthol Lights

Locations in Grove
& Miami, OK

oTurnpike Exit, 1 Block
North off Steve Owens Blvd.
in Miami

oParking Lot of Grand Lake
Casino on Hwy 10in Grove

Stytancer

12.95 per Carton
Texas Republic

1'1.95 ber Carton

-

918-54-748 (Miami)
918-787-6646 (Grove)

Check out back issuesof the Cherokee Observer - goto www.cher okeeobser ver.org and click

ontheback issuelink.




