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Learn the Cherokee Syllabary the EASY Way!

The Cherokee Companion - Part I

Computer software;  Includes;
Syllabary Font

Talking. . . . Syllabary Chart
Typing Tutor
Reader/Writer
Starter Lessons

Order your copies today - Call 1-580-363-5438

$45.00 includes USPS Proirity  Shipping
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Check - MO - Visa
 MasterCard - Amex

Requires Windows,
 sound card and speakers

download FREE demo from www.intertribal.net

10-Lesson Syllabary Teacher
(it only takes 10 days at one lesson a day)

Send Orders to; Cherokee Observer
PO 487, Blackwell, OK 74631-0487

Help support the con-
tinued efforts in provid-
ing articles, stories and
lessons in our Cherokee

language.
Make it a family effort
to give, make a pledge
to give support over the

years, give annually,
quarterly, or monthly

donations.

Give a Donation

Send Check or Money Order
or

The SEQUOYAH
INDIAN
TRAIN-

ING
SCHOOL
History
Book

Send $10 + $3 for postage for
each book requested.

Make checks payable to:
and Send your order to:

Charles Cochran
2417 Ave “N”
Plano Tx 75074

Subscribe to the Cherokee
Observer Today!

THE
JAT

“DICK
TULANE”

HEY DICK TULANE!  IF
IT’S NOT THE JET HE
OWNS WHAT IS IT?

DICK TULANE WAS DOWN
BY THE COURTHOUSE LIS-

TENING TO SOME
WHITTLERS TALKING.

THEY WERE SAYING HOW
CHAD SMITH GETS AWAY
WITH MURDER, LIVING

HIGH ON THE HOG, DRINK-
ING AND DOING WHO
KNOWS WHAT HIGH IN

THE SKY ALL BECAUSE HE
OWNS A JET. DICK THINKS

THEY ARE WRONG, IT’S
NOT BECAUSE OF THE JET

HE OWNS.

CNO Official
Admits Smoke

shop Switcheroo
The state of Oklahoma contends that
smoke shops licensed by the
Cherokee Nation are engaging in
illegal retail sales to each other to
avoid paying a higher state tobacco
tax, costing the state thousands or
dollars.

The House Revenue and
Taxation Committee was told that
Cherokee Nation smoke shops are
engaging in retail-to-retail sales,
violating compacts between the
Cherokee Nation and the state.

Diane Hammons, director of
the Cherokee Nation Justice
Department said that the smoke shops
are engaging in retail-to-retail sales
and the Cherokee Nation has chosen
not to stop it.  She contends that the
recent cigarette tax vote passed by
Oklahoma voters cost the Cherokee
Nation over $2 per carton in taxes.
She told state officials that the
Cherokee Nation no longer is getting
the value out of the compact it once
had.

She said CNO officials are
interested in renegotiating the
compacts to get the tax revenue for
the Cherokee Nation back to what it
was before the vote.

Hammons has made it clear
to state officials that the Cherokee
Nation’s official stand on the matter
is that the sales do not violate the
compact.  State officials disagree.

Tribal smoke shops
operating near the state lines are
permitted to purchase tobacco stamps
at a lower rate than shops operating
deeper into the state.  State officials
say this allows those smoke shops to
better compete with the cigarettes
sold at a cheaper tax rate in states
bordering Oklahoma.

State officials claim that
tribal smoke shops will buy cigarettes
with a border stamp, or lower tax rate,
and sell them in areas where a higher
rate is required.

The Cherokee Nation
licenses 49 smoke shops, including
four owned by the tribe.

continued from page 1 Courts Sets
Hearing Date on

Boundary Dispute

Update:

Tulsa – The Judicial Appeals
Tribunal has set a status hearing for
February 17, 2006, for a lawsuit
filed in October against the
Cherokee Nation Tax Commission.

Jon Aaron Carrico, a resident of
Tulsa has sued the Commission in
an attempt to purchase a Cherokee
car tag.  In his suit, Carrico claims
that the Cherokee Nation of
Oklahoma constitution does not
have a boundary and as such, the
Commission cannot enforce one
without violating his right to equal
protection of the law.

The CNO Office of Justice has
assigned the case to Sarah Hill, staff
attorney, who filed a motion to
dismiss.  Hill, in her motion filed
on October 25th, contends that the
suit should be dismissed because
the Tax Commission is a part of the
office of the Principal Chief and
therefore, enjoys sovereign
immunity and cannot be sued
without its permission.

However, the motion to dismiss
was filed two days after a deadline
for an answer set by the JAT.
Carrico has filed a motion to strike
the late filing and has also filed a
motion for default judgment.

First Lady’s
vehicle shows CNO

car tag despite
residency
questions

In this 2003 photo, first lady of
the Cherokee Nation of
Oklahoma, Bobbie Gail Smith,
attempts to hide her car in the
garage of her Sapulpa home after
being followed during an
investigation surrounding the
residency of her husband,
Principal Chief Chad Smith.  In
what many have decried as a
political decision, the Judicial
Appeals Tribunal ruled that Chad
Smith did live in Tahlequah, even
though evidence presented
showed he had a rented apartment
in downtown Tahlequah, but paid
utility bills for his Sapulpa home,
drove back and forth to the home
in Sapulpa nearly every evening,
his wife Bobbie resided in the
home and worked in Tulsa and his
children attended school in
Sapulpa.  While this photograph
was being taken, Bobbie Gail
Smith was shouting at the
investigator to “stop taking
pictures of my house.”  It is clear
from the photo that Smith’s car
has a CNO car tag, even though
it is being garaged at the home she
shares with the Principal Chief
deep in the Creek Nation.

Judges rule for
citizen standing in
1999 Constitution

case

continued from page 1

and say they plan to ask for a
Special Election.  Proponents say
the controversy began by Smith
served to stall the petition process
to kill time so there is less time for
a Special Election before the next
General Election.  Proponents say
killing precious time is creating an
improbability that the people will
be allowed to vote on issues that
will likely affect the outcome in the
next General Election and have also
filed suit claiming interference by
Smith in the election process.

Immediately following the filing of
the suit against Hathaway, both of
Smith’s appointees, Judge Kyle
Haskins, Tulsa, and Rita Bunch,
Watts attempted to prevent
Hathaway from taking his rightful
place at the Election Commission
meetings.  After failing to prevent
Hathaway from taking his seat,
both Haskins and Bunch resigned
their commissions leaving three
remaining Commissioners enough
for a quorum.

Dwight Birdwell, former Chief
Justice of the JAT serves as attorney
for the Councilors.  Birdwell states
in the suit that the Councilors
believe the conduct of Smith
refusing to recognize and honor the
appointment of Hathaway as the
fifth member of the Cherokee
Nation Election Commission is a
violation of 26 CNCA 11A, a
statute that specifies the
commission shall be independent in
the performance of its statutory
authority and in the performance of
such authority shall not be subject
to direction or supervision by the
Executive Office or Cherokee
Nation Council.

Birdwell states that Smith’s action
is an impermissible attempt to

Three Cherokee Councilors File
Interference Against Chief

exercise direction and supervision
and in effect, gain control over the
Election Commission and has
interfered with the duties of a duly
appointed Election Commissioner,
as well as the Election Commission
itself.  Birdwell goes further to
accuse Smith of also violating
Article VI of Section 10 of the
Cherokee Constitution, which
requires any Chief to cause the laws
of the Cherokee Nation to be
faithfully executed.

Councilors are asking the JAT to
enter a judgment declaring that
Hathaway is a validly appointed
and confirmed member of the
Cherokee Nation Election
Commission not only obligated but
also entitled to perform the duties
of that office, as provided by the
laws of the Cherokee Nation and
that they be granted such other
relief as may be just, proper and
appropriate.  One of the penalties
for interference with the Election
Commission by an elected official
is removal from office restricting
that person from holding office
again.

 Smith’s case filed against
Hathaway is set to be heard by the
JAT on the merits of the case in the
Cherokee Nation Courthouse
December 1, at 1:00.  The entire
Smith v. Hathaway case can be
found online at
www.cherokeecourts.org, under
JAT, Open Cases, Cases assigned
to the Court, however at the time
of publication the Council case JAT
05-16 was yet to be posted to the
website.  The entire petitioner’s suit
against Smith can also be reviewed
in the same place under JAT 04-14.

The Cherokee Observer
accepts Visa,

Mastercard, Amex and
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violation of tribal law.  The JAT

disagreed, dismissing the case.

In the meantime, David Cornsilk

filed a motion to intervene in the

Keen-Hannah case for the sole

purpose of filing a motion to

dismiss.  David Cornsilk claimed

that the petitioners lacked standing

to bring the suit as representatives of

the Convention and/or Commission. 

However, he did not address the issue

of standing to bring the suit as a

Cherokee citizen.

Following a short hearing on

November 10, the judges of the JAT

ruled from the bench that both Keen

and Hannah had standing to bring the

suit based on citizen standing alone,

overruling their standing claim

arising as members and officers of

the convention and commission.

The case will now go on to a

determination of the merits of the

case, which include a judicial review

by the JAT of the validity of the

petitioner’s claim that the BIA

approved an amendment removing

the 1976 Constitution’s clause

requiring approval by the president

or his designee for changes to the

constitution.

While Cornsilk claimed in his
intervention petition that the BIA had
not approved the amendment,
immediately following the ruling
against him, Cornsilk asked the court
to dismiss him from case, stating that
his only interest in the case was to
have it dismissed.  The judges asked
Keen if he wanted Cornsilk
dismissed from the case and he
responded that he did not mind.  The
judges approved the motion and
Cornsilk was dismissed from the
case.

The Judicial Appeals Tribunal must
now review the documents submitted
by the petitioners and make a final
determination if the original
amendment was approved by the
U.S. government and thus, the new
constitution did not require
presidential approval to be
implemented.  However, an
anonymous source inside the BIA
has stated that their office may seek
to intervene in the case and file a
motion to dismiss, because “The
court will be attempting to determine
U.S. government policy and they
cannot do that and further, the United
States is an indispensable party and
we have not been joined to this suit.”

At press time, the JAT had set no
scheduling order and a final written
order overruling the motion to
dismiss was not available.

If you have family his-
tory, stories, articles
and photo's to send in
for publishing.

Send them to the
Cherokee Observer,
PO Box 487,
Blackwell, OK 74631


