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The United Keetoowah Band of
Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma will
end 2006 cel ebrating the completion
of two building projects and break-
ing ground on as many more. On
Tuesday, December 19, at 11 am.
Chief George Wickliffeand the UKB
Tribe will break ground on a couple
of new building projects.

The day will begin with a
groundbreaking for the tribe's new
civil defense station. Thefacility will
provide fire protection, house the
UKB fire truck and an underground
storm shelter should disaster occur.
Thisstation will help to protect UKB
facilities, clients, children and staff
located in the surrounding buildings
on thetribe's 80 acres. Funding for
thisproject is provided by the Indian
Community Development Block
Grant program. Projected completion
for the UKB Civil Defense Stationis
November 2007.

A second groundbreaking will be held
immediately following the first one.
An $800,000 Indian Community De-
velopment Block Grant will fund the
construction of aK eetoowah Chero-
kee Elderly Community Center . The
Elderly Center will be a6,400 square
foot facility.

The site for the community center is
located onthe 80 acretract purchased
by the tribein 2000 and is part of the
Master Plan designed for this area.
Theareaisalready hometothe UKB
Community Services Center , the
UKB Wellness Center , and the Henry
Doublehead Child Care Center .

“The United K eetoowah Band strives
to addressthe needsof our el derly and
feel the need for a center has been
long overdue. We currently operate
an Elders Nutrition Program in the
UKB Community Services building
that it has outgrown. Additional ac-
tivities can now be expanded with the
new center rather than limiting the
current site to nutrition meals, such
asadding activitiessuch asarts/crafts,
recreational dancesand charity bingo.
The center will provide mealsfor the

qualified tribal eldersintheareaand
in the future, will be greatly benefi-
cial asthetribeis currently working
on aproject for elderly housing to be
built around the center. This brings
usto the current need for acenter al-
lowing for the need to grow and ex-
pand meeting the needs of thisgrow-
ing population. The UKB has estab-
lished an Elders committee and will
involve this committee ensuring the
senior participants will continue to
have a voice in governance of the
center,” said Chief Wickliffe.

The center will provide awide range
of servicesincluding counseling, rec-
reation, educational activities, legal
information, preventive medical edu-
cation, social, and intergenerational
activities.

Following these two groundbreaking
activities, the tribe will do a ribbon
cutting for the UK B Wellness Center
. The Wellness Center will house a
half court basketball gym which can
be utilized asanindoor walking track,
aweight and training room with sta-
tionary bikesand astair master, dress-
ing rooms, a teaching kitchen, staff
break room and acombination meet-
ing/classroom.

The state-of-the-art Henry Lee
Doublehead Child Devel opment Cen-
ter will host an open housefollowing
the Wellness Center Ribbon Cutting.
The CDC officially opened in June.
The center is named after atribal el-
der who served as atribal councilor.
He was a wise man who always
stressed that the children are the fu-
ture. He was committed to teaching
the K eetoowah Cherokee Childrento
speak their language and |earn about
their history and culture. The Henry
L ee Doublehead Child Devel opment
Center isa 7,508 sguare foot facil-
ity. Thecenter can accommodate ap-
proximately 70 children.

Lunch will be provided after the
day’seventsin the UKB Commu-
nity Services Building 's conference
room. For more information, please
call (918) 456-8698.
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signed the petition for his wife and
himself, and stated that he was
not a tribal member. He said he
had never seen or been told of
the warning page on the petition.
In an apparent effort to intimidate
the witness and to stop him from
testifying, Matlock stopped
Garner from further testimony
and told him that he should
invoke his 5" Amendment right,
although the Cherokee Nation is
not governed by the US
Constitution and the court has no
jurisdiction over non tribal
members.

Justice Dowty whispered
something to Matlock who then
declared the court would take a
recess. When Justices returned
the court granted the witness
immunity and allowed the
testimony to continue.

Carol Wyatt testified that she had
taken the petition to her parents
for them to sign and that her
mother had signed for her
husband. However the affidavit on
the back was signed by Danny
Barrett and was notarized by
Marcy Barrett both relatives of
Buel Anglen, a Smith political
slate Councilor for the Tulsa
District.

John Ketcher, asked to testify
during the trial and was allowed
to testify in the narrative. Ketcher
entered a list of persons into
evidence who had requested he
send them the petition in the mail.
Although these peoples’ names
appeared on a petition, the
affidavit was signed by someone

else apparently after the petition
had been returned. Cornsilk said
that this poses questions if any
of those names were legal and
questioned if they should be
counted.

Ketcher stated on the stand that
Cherokee citizens are backward
and not very educated. Ketcher
said in essence that because
Cherokees are less capable of
handling business such as a
petition drive they should be given
latitude by the court for any
mistakes made during the petition
process.

The Election Commission is
making every effort to prepare for
the special election although the
court has yet to rule on the case.
Cosby asked the court for an

expedited ruling. %g

David Cornsilk, aCherokeege-
nealogist and historian, repre-
sented Vicki Baker as a Lay
Advocate.

L eedsnamed Tribal
Courts Council chair

CHICAGO - Cherokee Nation Su-
preme Court Justice Stacy L. Leeds
has been named chair of the Tribal
Courts Council, a committee within
the American Bar Association's Judi-
cial Division. Leeds, of Tahlequah,
will serve atwo-year term.

Sacy Leeds

A recent addition to the ABA's Judicial Division, the Tribal Courts Council is
devoted to the recognition and enhancement of tribal courts and the continued
support of tribal judges. The council strives to promote and encourage the
influence of tribal judgeswithinthe ABA and in the national legal community.

L eeds takes over the leadership from immediate past chair, Judge Charles R.
Cloud of Virginia. Judge Matthew Martin, a district court judge for the East-
ern Band of Cherokee Indians, will serve as Secretary for the Tribal Courts
Council.

L eeds was the first woman confirmed to the CN Supreme Court in 2002.

She received the Clyde Ferguson Award earlier this year from the Minority
Law Section of the Association of American Law Schools. She was the 14th
recipient of the award that is granted to an outstanding law teacher who has
achieved excellence in public service, teaching and scholarship. Sheis an as-
sociate professor of law at the University of Kansasand director of KU's Tribal
Law and Government Center. Award recipients are also recognized for their
support and mentoring to colleagues, students and aspiring law teachers.

Before joining KU's law faculty in 2003, Leeds directed the Northern Plains
Indian Law Center at the University of North Dakota School of Law where
she also taught. She began her teaching career at the University of Wisconsin
School of Law where she received her master's degree in law as aWilliam H.
Hastie Fellow. Leeds earned a bachel or's degree from Washington University

in St. Louis and alaw degree from the University of Tulsa.

She is also a contributing author to Felix S. Cohen's "Handbook of Federal
Indian Law" and author of numerous law review articles, essays and book

chapters.

Councilorsrespond in federal case - Tribal councilors responded to Chief Chad Smith’s motion to dismiss a federal suit.

TAHLEQUAH — November 07,
2006

Cherokee Principal Chief Chad
Smith recently filed amotiontodis-
miss a suit brought against him in
U.S. District Court by seven tribal
councilors, saying thecouncilorshad
no standing as representativesof the
tribe in bringing the suit. Council-
orsresponded tothe motion, detail-
ingtheir rightsnot only torepresent
the tribe, but as U.S. citizens to
bring the action.

Thesuit isaresult of afinancial in-
vestigation into Cherokee Nation
Industries’ purchaseof stock in Glo-
bal Energy Group, a Plano, Texas-
based company with no assets and
consider abledebt. Councilorsallege
Smith; Jim Majewski, then CEO of
CNI; and Benny Dixon, former fi-
nancial adviser for the tribe; com-
mitted fraud, corporate waste, mis-
management of funds and violated
their fiduciary dutiesowed the coun-
cilors and tribe with regard to the
purchase of the company.

M ajewski wasfired by the board of
CNI last Monday following a
lengthy internal investigation;
Dixon resigned his post shortly af-
ter the investigation began. Tom
Reynolds, former CFO of CNI, told
councilorsin Junethetribestood to
lose approximately $6.5 million due
tothe purchaseof GEG. Heresigned
hispost shortly thereafter, saying he
had no desireto play k

Councilors bringing the suit on be-
half of the tribe include Linda
Hughes-O’Leary, Bill John Baker;
S. Joe Crittenden, David Thornton
Sr., Charles Hoskin, Melvina
Shotpouch and John F. Keener.

Smith allegesthecouncilorshaveno
standing to bring the suit in light of
the passage of the 1999 Constitu-
tion; and that the only per son quali-
fied todo sois thetribe' s attorney
general, Diane Hammons.

James Garland, attorney for the
plaintiffs, believes the constitution
invalid, as it has not received ap-
proval from the federal govern-
ment. In addition, he asserts the
plaintiff’sstandingisderived from
their obligationsastribal councilors
to protect the Cherokee Nation,
their rights as individual tribal
members and as citizens of
theUnited States.a new
constitution,gnty of the Cherokee
Nation exist so long as either the
president of theUnited Statesor his
appointeeapprovestheconstitution.
Chief Smith continues tothumb his
nose at thefederal gover nment, say-
ing they do not need federal ap-
proval, but they do, aswasstated by
arepresentativeof the Bureau of In-
dian Affairsin recent communica-
tions. If Smith continuesin thisfash-
ion, therewill benotax-exempt sta-
tus, no health care, no services and
no sovereignty for the Cherokee
people.

Garland also points out that, with-
out BIA approval of the constitu-
tion, Hammons' position of attorney
general doesnot exist.
Theresponse states an office of at-
torney general even exists hasbeen
declared not effectiveby the BIA on
Aug. 30, 2006 becausethe BIA has
not approved what is known as the
1999 Constitution. The Cherokee
Nation’svalid constitution requires
secretarial approval of amendments

and neither thesecretary nor any au-
thorized representative of the secre-
tary has approved the amendment.
Article 8 of the prior constitution
prohibited amendments to the
Cherokee Constitution except when
each amendment dealt with a single
article. Further, Section 10 of the
prior constitution provided that ‘no
amendment or new constitution shall
become effective without the ap-
proval of the president of theUnited
Satesor hisauthorized representa-
tive’ Under the prior Constitution
now in effect, there is no office of
attorney general.
Which leaves the responsibility of
seeking justice to individuals
charged with guarding the nation’s
assets an citizens.

ion for allegations of wrongdoing
other than the citizens of the United
States government, such as these
seven councilorst asto not ask for
approval. The councilors have full
authority to bring this suit through
their own civil rights as American
citizens.

Garland also pointed out no sover-
eigntribal nation can passlawsmore
restrictive than that of the federal
government. those provided by the
U.S. Constitution,d . freedoms, but
they cannot restrict citizens.
Garland , in his response on behalf
of the councilors, outlined their re-
sponsibilitiesas U.S. citizens.

tution assomehow a defactoinstru-
ment, that instrument is null and
void totheextent that it purportsto
restrict the ability of an individual
to sue derivatively to protect his
property rights, indirect though they
may be, under the laws provided by

theUnited Satesof Americato pro-
tect all of its citizens,d. ch alaw. Its
exclusive jurisdictionisvested in the
Federal District Courtsof theUnited
Sates. Theright to go to court and
protect on€'s property rights, when
theofficer sof the Nation areengaged
in high-level corruption, and theNa-
tion itself, through those same offic-
ers, refuse to take action is a denial
of a fundamental right of every U.S.
citizen. Any purported restriction on
that right isanullity.

Garland believesthe administration
ramrodded the passage of thetribal
constitution to protect thechief from
this investigation.

e 1999 constitution and the prohibi-
tion against others acting on behalf
of thenation isdesigned only to pro-
tect high-level administrative offi-
cials who cannot or will not act to
protect theassetsof thenation,testhe
response. onstitution isoper ative, all
provisionsof that Constitution deny-
ing U.S. citizens their right to go to
court must be held unconstitutional
and inoperative.

The response further states facts,
accepted astrue by thecourt, reveals
afinancial fraud per petrated by cer-
taininsidersof the CherokeeNation,
to the detriment of tribal coffers.
Plaintiffsarethebest partiestopros
ecute an action such as this, given
their fiduciary obligations under
Cherokeelaw. Defendant’smotion to
dismiss should be denied.

Teddye Snell

Tahlequah Daily Press

106 W. Second Sreet; Tahlequah,
OK 74464

(918) 456-8833

Attention Class Of 1967 - Sequoyah High School

You are invited to participate in the planning of our Reunion for May 4, 5, & 6, 2007.
Please bring pictures or year books. Hope to see you.

At Our Next Class Planning meeting to be held at, Place: Ryan's Family Steak House
8110 E. 74th Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Phone: (918) 250-5502
Date: Feb. 4, 2007 (Sunday) - Time: 3:00 - 4:45 pm.

For more information Contact - " Jack” (918) 227-1508 - " Leroy" 918-682-9916 - " Franklin" (580) 363-6617
If unable to attend, other meetings will be held please call.
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