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Cherokee Syllabary
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2. (9,k)

3. (h)

4. (L)

5. (m)

6. (n, nh)

7. (q)

8. (9

9. (d, 1) THE EASY WAY

10. (dlI, tl) Thefirststepinlearningtoread and writeCherokeeistolearntheCherokee
Syllabary. Sequoyah taught it using the sight and sound method, we have
found that to be the best method also. We suggest you learn onelineat a
time. Say and write each symbol of the line seven times. Repeat until each
lineislearned then move on to the next. But, always review the previous
lines. After you learn theSyllabary, Cherokeewor dsand short phraseswill
be easier to learn. Although we strongly urge you to use all available
Cherokeelanguageresources, We recommend you toavoid using English
phonetics. Learning the sound of the symbol by sight eliminatesthe

dependency on an unnecessary lear ningstep which some new methods use.

11. (j, ch)

12. (w, hw)

13. (y, hy)

Usevowel sound ontopfor each column vowel sound. Use consonant sound for each
line across.

Exception (Line8) ¢® only has "s-s-s" sound, and no vowel sound.

THE WISEMEN

It istold that, in the early
days of the Old Nation,
seven wise and holy men
went together to a certain
valley in the mountains to
seek knowledge of the
future.
Of al theseven Clansof the

Nation these seven men
werethemost truthful, most
selfless, and most heedful
of the needs and well-being
of all the Tribe. They
carried the medicine
deerskin and medicine
tobacco, and did all the holy
things along the way. And
when they came to this
certain valley, they spread
out the deerskin in the
center and prayed, saying
they came with humility, to
seek truth and share it with
the people.

Then they blew smoke over
the deerskin, each in turn,
and they watched the smoke
trails for a sign from God.
And when this was
finished, they went and
prophesied to the peoplethe
marvelsthat had been seen;
and one was that men
would someday fly in the
air; and another wasthat the
tracks of the Cherokee
would someday |ead west to
the valley of the

Mississippi, never toreturn;
and another was that there
would be schools to
knowledgeto al the people.
But a fourth prophecy said
that in aftertimes young
people would return from
the schools, and point
rudely to the old men of the
Tribe, and say they were of
no account because they
knew nothing.

The people considered this
along time, and wondered
what great wisdom might
be taught in these schools
that the children should
point to the old people and
talk in thisway.
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Lord's Prayer
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Wewill print oneword or a short sentence in the Cherokee Syllabary each issue.

Look at thewritten symbols on thelines above and then trace the following dotted lines to

lear n the Shape of each symbol.

Then say the Sounds of the Symbols each time you writethem. (Look at the syllabary to

find the soundsfor each symbol).
Then do it on your own. You will now know the Sounds and the Shapes of each of the
Symbolsfor each line.

1- 5o

S>-AY

-+ NW

13- KSS

17- SCTS

A4.501 NUMBERS
2-Wp 3-KT 4-0~Y
6-5°L[ 7-SPN°yY  8-GNAW
10-:0AA  11- ©S 12- W/ 'S
14- hSS 15- 0¥YSS 16- LWS
18- NWS 19- +NAWS 20-W[wAA

Trace the Cherokee word above. Then practice writing the
Cherokee word beside the number below. Say it aloud as

SN I [46d.1 SGVIT. you write.
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