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1.   yQQ.
2.  Gu q4j%h.
3.  ck'.
4.  #{3
5.  ew'ujg
6.   'y%
7.  Ctw4y
8.  nk]bh 21o
9.  2w'7
10. jgf

ENGLISH

1.    Screech Owl
2.    Little People
3.    Ravenmocker
4.    No good
5.    Medicine Man
6.    medicine
7.    ENEMY
8.    Get into the water.
9.    Great Spirit
10.  Witch

CHEROKEE SOCIAL
STRUCTURE

Cherokee society was organized into
seven clans.  A clan was an expanded
family with right of inheritance and
clan membership being determined
through the maternal side of the family.

Clan membership gave structure and
stability to people's lives by providing
rules for social relationships such as
who could marry whom and where to
look for help.  After the immediate
family group of children, parents, and
grandparents, the clan was the most
important group to which a person
belonged.  The seven clan system of
Cherokee society dictated that the
council house in each town have seven
sides with provisions to seat each clan
separately.  Wall-hanging woven into
the mats probably indicated where
each clan should sit.  In addition to
mats the council house in Oconaluftee
Village in Cherokee, North Carolina,
is furnished with dance masks, wands,
and gourd dippers.

In the center of the council house the
sacred fire burned continuously, fueled
by seven different kinds of wood.[see
last months issue]  We have two lists
of council fire woods.  The woods
used in the fire varied with the
availability of different trees from

Cherokee  Symbol  Study-Edible Plants

bi                                        (too-yah)                                          Beans __________________

hh1                                 (gah-gah-mah)                                 Cucumber. __________________

bi2sM                           (too-yah ah-nee-jay)                        Greenbeans __________________

w*f                                   (tah-woh-lee)                                     Mushroom.__________________

3i                                         (ee-yah)                                            Pumpkin __________________

]1S                                (tah-mah-tlee)                                  Tomato. __________________

2tk                                 (ah-jee-lah)                                       Watercress __________________

THE  EASY  WAY

The first step in learning to read and write Cherokee is to learn the Cherokee  Syllabary.
Sequoyah taught it using the sight and sound method, we have found that to be the best
method  also. We suggest you learn one line at a time. Say and write each symbol of the line
seven times. Repeat until each  line is learned then move on to the next.  But, always review
the previous lines.  After  you  learn  the Syllabary, Cherokee words and short phrases will
be easier to learn.  Although we strongly urge you to use all available Cherokee language
resources, We  recommend  you to avoid  using English phonetics.     Learning the sound of
the  symbol  by sight  eliminates the dependency on an unnecessary  learning step which  some
new methods  use.

 LEARN  TO  WRITE  CHEROKEE
THE  EASY  WAY

bi ___________________
hh1 ___________________
bi2sM___________________
w*f ___________________
3i ___________________
]1S ___________________
2tk ___________________

We will print one word or a short sentence in the Cherokee Syllabary each issue.
Look at the written symbols on the lines above and then trace the following dotted lines
to learn the Shape of each symbol.
Then say the Sounds of the Symbols each time  you write them. (Look at the syllabary
to find the sounds for each symbol).
Then do it on your own. You will now know the Sounds and the Shapes of each of the
Symbols for each line.

All  written Cherokee is published  under the copyright
of the WhitePath Foundation, 2006.

(ah)       (ay)      (ee)       (oh)      (oo)      (uh)

2      z     3     ^     #     D       1.

h W    Y     g     c     E     [       2.  (g, k)

n      I     m     A     Q     p      3.  (h)

k      d     f     5     6     ;      4.  (L)

1      +     Z    !     _           5.  (m)

4 "    0     s     -     =     '      6.  (n, nh)

8      :    K     H    J     F       7.  (q)

a j    U     l     T      R    L       8.   (s)

w ]  v @  e %     7     b     x        9.  (d, t)

P $    }     S     N     X    V       10.  (dl, tl)

r      M     t     C      q    O       11.  (j, ch)

y     (     u     *     )     &      12.  (w, hw)

i     B     o     {      9    G     13.   (y, hy)
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Cherokee Syllabary

Use vowel sound on top for  each  column  vowel  sound. Use consonant sound for each line across.

Exception (Line 8)  j only has  "s-s-s" sound, and no vowel sound.

place to place.
The strong native American tobacco

was one of the most important plants
used at council meetings.  Pipes and
the smoking of tobacco were reserved
for special ceremonial occasions
among the Cherokee as among most
other North American  peoples.  Pipes
were smoked to signify agreement
and accord of the people on the issues
in question: both within the tribe and
with other peoples.  Pipe smoking
honored all involved. Stems for
ceremonial  pipes were frequently
made of sourwood because of the
easily removable pith.  The bowls of
the pipes were fashioned of soapstone
or clay.

Towns were organized under two
different kinds of leadership, the White
and the Red.  The White leadership of
peacetime, with a headman, a beloved
woman, and a council of elders.  The
members of the council came from
each of the clans.  They were wise
older men.  The Red organization
took over during times of emergency
or war; they also had a headman, a
war woman, and a council of men
from the seven clans.
Courtesy  of  Paul  B. Hamel & Mary
U. Chiltoskey--"Cherokee Plants-a
400 year history."
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