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TotheEditorsof the Cherokee Observer:

| received a copy of your news-
paper on thewindshield of my ve-
hicle at the Heritage Center in
Tahleguah.

| would | ike to congratulate Mr.
Cornsilk for the work heis doing
for the Cherokee Freedmen. If the
most minute amount of blood
quantumisto beupheld, thenwhy
not include the Freedmen.

Although | believethat the Chero-
kee Observer has always been a
newspaper for the people. Assur-
ing that the most significant points
where made visible to the public,
| have to disagree with your ar-
ticle regarding the Cherokee Na-
tion Councilors. The “other side
Or the story” is that two of the
Councilorsthat you holdin rever-
ence in that article are not what
they seemto be. You noted inyour
article “that they work for the
people”’, maybe they do now, but
isit not election time and possible
damage control for the timesthey
did not. Why wait for thelast term
of your officeto rush out and start
trying to say the right things and
do theright things. Giving money
right and left for the things you
should have been doing al aong.
What about all the people who
needed help earlier and all the
Tribes money that the council has
access to? Why were people be-
ing denied Educational Money,
Why aretherestill people, Chero-
kee citizenswho are being denied
health care money for Cancer
treatment and other life threaten-
ing illnesses. Why today do we
still have Cherokee people that
livein run down, floorless homes,
while the money is being handed
over to the City government Po-
lice Departments. That money was
for the “CHEROKEE PEOPLE”
NOT FOR GOVERNMENT OF-
FICESWHO CAN GET MONEY
FROM THE STATE AND FED-
ERAL PROGRAMS. Why are
children being denied crucial pro-
grams for seeing specialists and
receiving needed treatments to
sustain their growth and future
well being? Why is Cherokee Na-
tionrepairing roads and bridgesin
other counties? If they were go-
ing to use the money for that pur-
pose, would it not be better used
here to fix our roads, such as
Kenwood road or some of the
other roads around here that are
dangerous and mostly Cherokee
citizensdrive. Thesearethethings
that the District Council Women
could be doing and should be do-
ing. Not donating for various Gov-
ernment offices that could be
taken care of by grants and funds
from federal programs.

In the newspaper, reference is
made to Chad Smith and his two
wives. It appears that Morality
playsahuge part of what wethink
people should be as elected offi-
cials. | agree, As a matter of fact,
on January 11, 2004 as | watched
my beautiful, handsome son ,
James A. Hansen lay dying in a
Joplin, Missouri hospital, hei-
nously shot in the head by Chero-
kee Nation Council LindaHughes
O'Learys son, | thought the same
thing. My family and | went
through afacade of atrial, listened
to lie upon lie, created to prevent
the predator from going to prison.
| also learned | ater, at the scene of
the crime was anotherTribal
Council RepresentativeMelvina
Shotpouch, not one word or of-
fer of assistance to me even
though | worked for the Cherokee
Nation for over 15 years . In the
trial, sitting on the same sidewith
the Predator and his family, was
another former Council member,
Barbara Starr. The one who lived
by the law is gone; the one who
broke the law is alive and free.
Morality tells me and many oth-
ersthat thisisnot right. Delaware
county and these Council repre-
sentatives condoned murder in
Indian Country. You tel | me that
they are working for the Chero-
kee people - if that were so, then
the silence of this wrongful hei-
nous act would not have passed
in silence.

Would you be praising a
wife-beater, someone that takes
out their frustrations on another?
| don’t think that would be al-
lowed. Yes, we do have freedom
of speech today and many things
aresaid. But do themeaningshave
depth or are they as shallow as
what | just described?A true Tribal
Council would have stood up for
what wasmorally right, regardless
of the consequences, if someone
would cover up something as se-
riousas Murder, what el searethey
capable of “Covering up?’ And if
someone stands with a murderer
and helpsthem to get off - inlegal
terms, isn’t that abetting in some
form or other? | am terribly sorry
for the Cherokee Nation, to have
people such as these to REPRE-
SENT the Cherokee People. They
are a disgrace to the Political
world.

Thank you for allowing me
my time to express my feelings
and may the Great Creator bewith
you inyour endeavors, asone day
we will al meet him one way or
another as my son did. It is then
the true judgment will be met.

Janet Hansen
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TAHLEQUAH, Okla. - The Chero-
kee Nation Tribal Council voted 15-
1 on Sept. 7 against asalary increase
for the council, the chief and deputy
chief.

District 8 Councilor Bill Johnson
madethe motion to institutetheraises
and was the sol e councilor to votefor
theraise.

The Citizens Compensation Commit-
tee had proposed a 3.5 percent per
year increase to commence with the
elected term beginning Aug. 14, 2007,
and continuing each year through
2010. The committee said the base
salary for council membersis nearly
15 percent lessthan their counterparts
in other tribes, the deputy chief'ssal-
ary is13.8 percent lessthan hiscoun-
terparts, and the chief'ssalary is 3.05
percent lessthan other chiefs, gover-
nors or presidents of tribes.

Currently, the chief's salary is
$112,445, deputy chief $57,241 and
tribal councilors $36,450.

Though the CCC report showed the
CN Triba Council isunderpaid com-
pared to other tribes, and any increase
in the chief and deputy chief's sala-
rieswere "tied" to the council's vote
ontheissue, the council choseto vote
against raises, said At-Large Coun-
cilor Taylor Keen.

"The genera vibe of the council was
to reinforcethe statement ‘we are not
doing thisfor the money.' Wewant to
stay focused on theissues," he said.

The backlash the council received
after they voted themselvesaraisein
2003 following thetriba electionalso
was considered by K een and the other
councilors who voted against the
raises.

K een said he does believe better com-
pensation for the Tribal Council may
attract more candidates to run for
council.

The Compensation Committee in-
cluded Clem McSpadden, former
U.S. Congressman and former Presi-
dent Pro Tempore of the Oklahoma
Senate; and Larry Adair, former
Speaker of the OklahomaHouse, who
were appointed by the chief. The
council'sappointeesincluding Chero-
keeattorney Jennifer Barger-Johnson,
Joe Hutchison, former State Repre-
sentative for Delaware County, and
former Deputy Chief John Ketcher.
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The Cherokee People needs to know, this is
way our nation is functoning as of todakhis
structure is not constitutional.
officals acting under Chief Smith’s control
is illegal! The only person that should be wor
ing under the Executive branch is Deputy Chi
Grayson. Chief Smith should not have cont
over the majority of the Tribal Councilors o
majority of our Judicual branch.
how it is working or not working for the Chero
kee people.Under this structure we have a
dictatorship. One person controlling our Na
tion, The creation of the 1975 Cherokee Co
stitution took the control of one man, to a thrg
branch of government. But we have no cheg
& balances under our Constitution. When t
Chief controls the Judicial branch and the
jority of the Tribal Council. . . We have a
dictatorship and that is illegal under our

The elected

But this i

David Thorntor
District 3
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ployees.

Constitution. When the Cherokee people ca
rely on our three branches to work as their oz
to follow our Constitution, then “OUR STAT
OF THE NATION?” is not what our Chief keeps
telling us. The Chief keeps telling us ever
thing is great and nothing it wrong. We Cher{
kees have trouble. We have more money 3
the people have less services. They are w{
ing our money. The money belong to the Che
kee People, but this adminstration spend ¢
money as if it was theird he Cherokee people
need to wake up and get involved. Help stop
these kinds of illegal actions. Itis time again
in our Cherokee History to rise up and pro-
tect the Cherokee Nation from corrupt
elected officials or appointed officials & em-
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TAHLEQUAH- Principal
Chief Chad Smith vetoed a plan
that would haveradically altered
the boundaries of Cherokee
Nation’s Tribal Council districts,
just afew months before the next
Cherokee election. The plan
would have expanded the num-
ber of districts from nine to 15

and been effective immediately,
instead of after future elections.

Smith cited several Constitu-
tional flaws in the redistricting
plan, but emphasi zed theinequal -
ity of thedistrictsashismainrea
son for the veto.

“Under the plan, one district
would have had twice as many
Cherokees in it as another dis-
trict,” Smith said. “The Consti-
tution callsfor the districts to be
‘reasonably equal,” and | don't
see how anyone would think that
having 10,000 Cherokeesin one
district and less than 5,000

Cherokees in another could be
considered even close to equal .”

Smith stated that the plan
could face other legal challenges,
because it changes the council
districts less than 240 days be-
fore the next election. Cherokee
Nation law requires that candi-
dateshaveresidency intheir dis-
tricts 270 days prior to running
for Council, and changing the
districtsat thislate date could be
subject to legal challenges.

Smith also pointed out that
sincethe plan the Council passed
was set to take place immedi-

ately, it could put existing Coun-
cil members in violation of the
law which requires them to live
in their district, since the new
lines may create districts in
which no Council member cur-
rently lives, or in which more
than one Council member cur-
rently lives.

“Any changesto Council dis-
tricts should only effect future
elections, not current seats,”
Smith said. “Those changes
should also reflect the equality
and fairness called for in our
Constitution.”
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